TREATISE 


ON THE 


Religious Obſervation 


O F THE 


LORD or -DAY, 


According to the 


* WORD 8 


Wy o r THE | 5 


FOURTH COMMANDMENT. 


* 


— 


— — — — 


The uin EDivion. 


* en 


„* 


— 


- . To which is added, 


ASERMON on Heb. x. 25. Of not for- 
. 708 the Aſſemblies for Wer W 


_ By K WRIGHT. 


LONDON 


Printed for ]. C LARK and R. HE TT, at the Bible 
and Crown in the Poultrey; and E MATTHEws, 
at the Bible in Pater-noſter Row, MD COXXVI. 


- 
* 
1 F 
-—- 
2 1 a9 
” 
* 
. 
, 
* 
— 
2 
. 
_ 
** 
„ 9 
4 . 
4 
* 
2 
2 
4 
4 
” 
— A 
LE - 
3 Z 
2 
4 — 
* — 
x .*. 
. 
TC 
85 * 
_ 
* 
* 
* 
x 
* 
of =_ 
= 
* 
4 = 
9 ” f 
; . 
4 L 1 ” 
* Pa 
a 
Z 
' 
2 
. e 
{ 
* 
” 
A 
. 
4 a 
© 6 . 
my = 
” 
1 - = 
* i is 
- - 
— 
4 . 
* - 
of * OS 
P 
* 
5 
- 
12 4 
4 
2 * 
2 . 
1 > 
— = * 
4 . " 
. 
- . 5 
=. # \ 
” 
= 7 83 
* 
* 
ROE, 
pros 4 
As * 1 


* 4 
* 
2 
* 
* * 
* 
Fl 
1 
p 
5 
© 
4 2 
* 3 7 . 
$ FI 
lf 
. 
2 
Pre” 
* * . 
bl 
= 
* = 
© — 
4 
— 6 
v4 
I * 
* 
* - 
2 — RY 
. 
F* > 
, 
7 
* 4 


ee 


Nas 


WR; 


— 


* 


* 


8 8 - 


* , 
4 
* 
* . 
. * 
b 
Y 
* * 
4 
* 4 
Po io ſh 5 
Fa i 
1 1 
1 ; 4 
$ - 
4a 
1 
© 
* £ 
. 
* 
. 
* 
— — 
* . 
* 
+ 2 
. 7 = 4 
2 * 
Pp 
I * 
. va * 
% 1 . 
7 3 
* ae . ” 
Fe. a 
TH If +, 
E | ; 
— * 
* 
* 


£4 4 


Lg | WF 4 


» 


Ls 2 

* 

2 „ 

% » 

- 

* 

» 
5 


* . 4 - - * - 2 we - | | | | 
H E. | 
A - Ws | | 
| ® 
FE 
4 ; | h : 
* 5 1 5 i bs” - 1 
k f 3 - N * - | . * A | 


To the SEC oV e 


E ; deſign of gt publiſhing | 
Ar this Teariſe, was to promote 
Pr: ST the religious Obſervation of 
Or" the Lord's-Day. If that De- 
ſion be anſwered in the Lives of any, 
am nor ſolicitous to make them of 
the fame Opinion with my ſelf in Points 
of Controverſy. Tho after a Reviſal 
of the whole, upon the Demand of 
a new Impreſſion, I cannot help de- 
claring, that I ſee no Reaſon for alter- 
ing 9 Sentiments as to any thing 1 
A 2 have 


PREFACE 


; he lat 2 Heß upon in this Trea- 
tiſe. What I have ſaid: concerning Mo- 
ſers changing the Day of the Sabbath, 
is mention d only as a probable ching; 3 
not Would 1-wiſh-that Opinion ſhould - 

be any farther regarded, than as the 
Reaſons mention d for it carry their 
Evidence and Weight along with them. 
For it is ſtill certain, that CuRisT, : as 
Lord of the Sabbath, might and did . 
| change the Day of Reſt; whether Mo- 
ſes made any Alteration of it, or not. 
And it is certain alſo, the 1 and 


HMording of ute Command is ſuch, 
that it may 


e applied to an) Da 1 
the Week Go pple pitch 3 2 
his Service, numbring /ix Days from 
the Sabbath ſo appointed, and then 
keeping holy every /eventh Day from 


that Time, till Gob himſelf ſhall or- 


- der a new ra, or reckoning of Days, 
** beginning anew Sabbath. 


- Bae. to 2 oO 8 Gs A 
"ſeventh Part of Time upon ſuch a 
| Compu- 2 


. ; * 
- - 8 


p % bs - 
EY ; | 
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Computation, as an act of Religion, 
(that is, wich an Bye to GoD,, and in 
Obedience to him) it is neceſſary, to 
init on the Moraluy or perpetual Ol. 
"hook ion of the fourth, Commanapent. 
And ſince this cannot be maintain d, 
without explaining the Gommiandingnt 
ſo as to allow for a change of the Day, ws 
it appeared neceſſary to mention ere 
ral tl things, which ſome Readers have A 

thought might as well be left out. But 
in reality this is the Truth of the mat- 
ter; that thoſe who are unacquained : 
with 2 Contr We ſes, about the , 
nkletiay e (aig coo ano. 
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_ N W to unite in, are, 9 we I 
Morality of the Sabbath, and heilt 1 
ful obſerving it as a Day of holy; RelF.” 
Some have ritten for the ke 8 K 


— 
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9 Obſervation of the Lord's-Day, while 


they have gone only upon human Au- 
thority, and the Appointment of the 
Church, in this Matter. But with me, 
J muſt confeſs, the Morality of the 
Sabbath, and the /and:fyimg or keep- 
ing it holy, are Points that ſtand or fall 
together... Wes | 


I have heard ſome things mention d 
in general, to take off People's Atten- 
tion from ſuch a Thought as this, and 
from all Books that would make the 
Fourth Commandment a perpetual 
Law. There are two or three Ways 
of talking about this, that I ſhall here 
ſer myſelf to conſider, and anſwer. 
And I would hope the peruſing of this 
: Preface, will make the after reading 
of this Treatiſe more profitable and 
— i. MT 
| It is commonly ſaid, 9 That the 
* moſt learned, and the moſt conſi- 
:* derable part. of our Eugliſb Clergy 


are 


N 


PREFACE 


; are againſt the Morality of hs Sabs 5 
bath, and do not put the Obſerv- 


ance of it upon its being a Com- 
mand of Gob, but only as requir- 


Zed by Civil and 3 Au- 
chority. 


| To this I anſwer. (I.) That it is 
not true to ſay the moft learned of the 
Clergy are of this mind. Becauſe the 
Teſtimonies I have produc d from 
Hooker, Siillingfleer, and others, u- 
niverſally fam'd for their Learning, 
have determined one Day in ſeven to 
be what Gop's immutable Law doth 
9 or ever; and that the Obſervati- 
the Lord s-Day was 707 farted 5 
offs and Parties among us, Hut the 
enen Senſe of the Laws and Church 
of England. And I will beg leave to 
add pere another Teſtimony from one 
of as great Learning, Reading, and 
Piety, as any that can be mentioned; 
and that is Biſhop Uſher. In his Sum 


and g Wire e of Chriſtian Rell yon 
A g-= he 


he has particulanly ſhewrt; what meed 
there is of one" Day in ſevenito ſerve 
GoDz-and that he Sabbuth id m, cere- 

ing the Day from ihe ſeventh to 'the 

the Week. -.\ PIR 94 105 Em 


1 5 ; . * 
e: IJLEIITL 5 12 
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Ae 01 
refore it is alledged, that 


Occaſion of reading the Command- 
5 5 ments, 


p N EFA R 
| ments, uthe People ſhould be required 


every where: to pray, Gop would in- 


clint their: Hearts. to-keep. this La, if 


it was eſfteent'd+ a Law that is obſolme 


and out of date? If any of the Clergy 
intheir Converſation or Practice, would 
lead People to make light of is Law, 
[ can only {ay they are to be 'pitied, 


and prayed for, but not to be imituted 
in ſuch Prevarications with Almighty ; 
Go. I have it from a very good 

Hand, that when Dr. Whyte, the Bi- 
ſhop of Ely, wrote againſt the A- 


raluy of the Chriſtian Sabbath, Bi- 


ſhop Uſher was ſo exeeedingly ſhotk .- 


at 1. that (clapping his Hand upon 
his Breaſt) he immediately recitedthoſe 


Words of the Prophet Jeremy" 4 to 


Hananiab; Thus faith the 


Lord, is Year thou ſhalt berni. 16. 
die, Ane thou haſt _ Rebellion 


again the Ban, 


(20 I deſire it may farther be con- 
: aden, thar ſuch as make the Obſer- 


vation 


£% 


7 * E Ac 


vation of the Lord's-Day e up- 
on human Authority, derive it from 


the time of the Apoſtles ; and fo al- 


lowing it to be practiſed and ſettled 


by Men divinely inſpired, they do in 
effect make it 2 Law and Appointment = 
of Go. Where this is not afferted, 


we fee no Regards are had to chis 


Day that are worth our Notice. But 


certain it is, that a looſe and unguard- 


ed Way of talking upon this Head, 


- 


has led many to count every Day a- 
lle, and to mind no more of Religi- 


on on a Lord's-Day, than they do on 
other Days of the Week. Others per- 


8 haps content themſelves with going to 


Church one part of the Day, that 


they may be doubly looſe and ſenſual 
the other Parts of it. Where it is not 
eſteemed a Law of Go, to keep holy 


the /eventh Day, we ſee how little Ef- 


fect it has, to reach it as a Command. 
ment of Men. The Churches are emp- 
ty, and Houſes of Entertainment filled: 


The ſacred Offices of the Day are 


. 3 


defoiſed; 2 he Park, and the Bede 
and Viſits, and Diverſions, and Jour- 
nies, conſume the ſacred Time. And 
at this rate, however. conſiderable chey 
may be thought that are for encourag- 
ing thole- Liberties, they are certainly 
weakning the Hinds:of all good Men, 
and deſtroying the Credit. and Power 
of Religion more and more AE. 
Day. Wh 


Bux: it is obj 3 agai ainſt 
ach Treatiſes as this, « That ſo ma- 
< ny Exerciſes of Religion in publick 

« and private, wich ſuch abſolute Re- 
« ſtraints from worldly Buſineſs and 

© Diverſions, as are here inſiſted on, 

cc is carrying Matters much farther 
« than needs; ; and rather tends to ſet 

« Men againſt the Lord's-Day, than 

-< ma make them Honour and - ob- 
« ſerve it. G9 Id ns 


To TOR * VE am 1 3 | 
nn on a Leng and Tedi- 


ouſneſs 


b R EFAHCE 


ouſneſs in religious Duties, as ſome 
may,; be chargeable with meerly chat 
they Nay fill up their” wh 
2 Lord Day. Tam am 2 
| rying Matters 10 Ve in the laſt Age, 
as ſome. did, both i in their publick and 


private Devotions, thruſt out many 
Religion, a and has pre- 
judiced not a few againſt even. the ne- 


other parts 0 


3 5 0 Duties of this Day. I have 


irs | 


therefore been kee careful to 


ſet each Duty in ſuch a Light, as may 
render it grateful; but yet to preſerve 


a aue Senſe of every thing which! 


find enjoined 1 in the Word of Gob. If 
I have id any. thing otherwiſe than is 


warranted by Scripture, let that be 


diſreg arded and ſer aſide; but if the 
Wor 7 of God, and his Law, {peak the 
very, things that are here ſer 0 


againſt, but the Book of Gov, eee 


ſuch things. are counted More than 


N - 
needs, 1 
1 SN , = 7 3 , * hs * N = 
a Es 2 Ga CS $3 25+ 1 p | 
1 \\ 1 7} * : a 4 | „ 8 4 * 7 2 6 HW 2 0 ; 1 ky of 
« 8, 5 ST ISLHIIIED, 1971 211% 194 
d * . — * # * . * 
8 > 


* f 4 * 

1 " 3 4 Xx F 
„„ x- * ” , . 2 
1 Ef 3 2343 2" ©v SS Tetic * L* x Y 


ole time on 
raid, the car- 


own, it | 


is not this Book only that is obj jected 
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3 — 9 
* . _— oy 
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« mindful beforchand to prevent and 
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FX 


by 
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dc] 0. 
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do do not gefir Ire Alis 4 latter 15305 


be os farther than it is by Biſhop 


401 
">; | 


cc 
« unto this Day., 
be When we our ſelves do not eſt 


from « our. uſual Works and Hnful 


cc 


2» precious time in llenels or Vanity, 
cc 


CT 


CC 


* that Go would . endow them with 


M, Vilkint, in his D; courſe of Pray er. In 
hat Book he fays, © We ſin ag 


the Furth Commanidmeit, when we 
40 not remember to keep the Los- 
Day holy; that i is, when we are noet 


avoid all ſuch Buſineſſes as may di- 


ſtrat us in thoſe Duties chat belong 


Wi 
33 7 14 1 14 
* 


or elſe 0 our ſelves in a ſu- 


perſtitious, cuffomary Obſervation 


of the omtward' Reſt, without te- 
3 


„ garding the Means or the Works of 


* Sanctification. 


<1 When we are not be to pre- 


pare ourſelves for publick Duty, by 


praying for Miniſters in general, 


2 8 fcting 


» 2 * : 8 
. mms — N 


cc 


« in 


„ 
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CC 
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PREFACE © 
« fg Gifts and Abilities, proſper- 


ing their Endeayours by giving — 1 


py Succeſs unto their Miniſtry : More 
| N Bays the Paſtor: to whole 


ZW 


* Charge we 


elong, that Gop would 


direct him to ſpeak 1 unto our Hearts 
3 


< and Conſciences. 53 $0000 * 
When we are ele in 115 per- 


forming of our publick Duties, not 


with ſo much Reverence, Sinceri- 
ty, Spiritualneſs, Arcention, as we 


ſhould. 


When we Aue ra: in lo6k- 3 


ing to thoſe that are under us, who 
by our Careleſſneſs or Connivance, 


may be 3 to the W 8 
* tion of this Day. 


«© When we fail in ts private 
Duties that concern the Sanctificati- 
on of the Sabbath, Meditation of 
the Word we a Searching the 
Scriptures to prove the Truth of it, 
Application of it to our ſelves, ex- 
amining our own Hearts, ene 255 


Prayer, Conference, mutually ex 
: 


. ch 


K 


60 a — 1 Sin 


P R E F A CE 
honing and ſtirring up each ocher | 


unto holy Duties, con- 25 
t. 
remplating the Greatures," Fa 1 19, 


« and the Providence of _ 


Se 


0 


A 


cc 


„ Gola: 


When we 1 weary _ che: 8b. | 
cc © bath and wiſh it were: 


© gone, and cannot call t 15 in. 41 . 


Once more; it is very commonly 


8 by ane Perſons, That 


the Proteſtants in Scher Nations, 


have no ſuch Regards to the Lord's- 
Fo Dope as thoſe I am pleading for. 


I return to this? 5 Let it be con- 
ſider d ſeriouſly, chat no Opinions or 
Practices of any, either at Home or 


Abroad, are to be a Rule to us far- 


ther thin as they agree with the Word 


and Law of Gop. Suppoſing, chere- 


fore, the common Accounts were true, 
concerning the neglect of che Lord 8 
Day 


| Os 7 | 
* A g My * " 17 


Day in FROG ſic tdi that 
| ought by no Means to make us diſl- i 
1 _ obedient to a plain Law of Gob, or fl 
| unmindful of . thoſe Paſſages of Scrip- — 
= ture which teach us to reverence and | 
|} ſandtiſy his Sabbaths. We do not | 
ll find ſuch a Fondneſs for the Protef- 
ll '. - rants abroad, as to make them an Ex- 
ll ample and Rule to us in ſome other | 
1 things, that are valuable and com- 
= mendable ; and is it not a Pity that 
Ii ve ſhould copy after them in a mat - 4 
on ter leſs reputable, and much Se . 
SE - an among themſelves? EL Wt 
13 | 2 1. it be cred that heir | 
learned Men are of different Opmions | 
=. in this Matter, as well as ours. We 
[i muſt therefore in this, as in the for- 
mer Caſe, ſet the Opinions and Reaſons 
| +=. of lic ſide, 2 the Opinions and 
|| Reaſons on the other fide, and chen 
1 judge for ourſelves. } 
A late 
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A 1 1 in Holland * TOR 


Jaid down ſome Theſes concerning the 


Sabbath, which he apprehends may be 


| generally teceived. After he has diſ- 


tinguiſhed © berwixt the Reſt of God, 
c and. that which was to be obfery- 
“ ed by Man; he ſhews, that Go 
c ſanctified the ſeventh Day- both by 
« Fatt, and Precept. The Reſt which 
is required of Man, includes, (1) 


c His abſtaining from every evil . 


Work. (2.) His acquieſcing and 


"0 reſting ; in Gop alone. (3.) His lay- 


ing aſide all thoſe Work, and Cares 
that concern . the ſuſtaining of 

<« this bodily and whatever 

c would hinder the Duties and Erer- 
ciſes of Religion. 


— >. "8 "2. . WR” | FURY » _——d 2 — 


Mitſius, in Lib. x. de Oeconom. Feder. cap. vil. 
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p50 Sabbati non infeliciter explicantibus, ſi omnes, ut 
= eſt; conveniamus ; magnum quidem ego opus con- 
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Lord's Pax 
a "Bir EYRE 
. "Obje ” Ae te ae 
pics of foreign Countries, is A very | 
iturious to them, when 5 would” re- 
preſent them'as uhiverſall y negligent of 
the Lord's-Day. In ſome Places I 
am well aſſured, there are Perſons of 
as great Piety 200 Devotion in f. pend- 
ing the Lord day, as any that are 
to be found among us. But thoſe 
who form their Judgment upon "te 
general Behaviour of the People they 
ſee and converſe with, as Travellers 


5 #7 1 NJ i } av a 8 


do, may imagine tire are no ſerious 


Regards had” to this Day. 80 let 4 | 
Perſon who'is a Stranger to theſe Parts 
of the World, give an Account of the | 
Obſervation - of the Lord s- Day in 
London, acc ding to What he gene- 
rally obfars/ and 1 am afraid wWe 
ſhould appear to be for the moſt part, . 


as looſe and profane as any others. 
a 2 There 
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Day, che 7 0 CEV: 


- fore, to ſpend the Evening of a Lord's 


Day as they do, ought not to be e- 


ſteemed Fee in them, as it 
would be in us, who begin our Day 


of Reſt fx or eight Hours after 
them. To 
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P >= 8 E lumen very july, the nia 
Nee Decay of Piety. And happy would 
E it be for us, could any Expedients 
be found to bring Religion more 
imo Requeſt, and to giwe it new 


— 
* 5 — 


Le and Power among thoſe who 
call dlcnrdres Chriſtians. 

In order to this, I would particularly recom- 
mend a religious Obſervation of ove Day in ſeven, 
as it is appointed of Go p to- be remembred and 
kept by us. The Fourth Commandment expreſly 
— that we ſhould keep holy the Sabbath-day. 


And 
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And the Streſs, which the Scripture lays upon the 
| Obſervance of this Command, is fo great, that 


the hole of Religion ſeems to reſt very much 


upon it. | | | 1 
it is an Obſervation worthy of regard; “ That 
“ Gop has placed this Command about the mid- 
© Jle of the Commandments with a remember be- 
cc fore it, to intimate, that if This be duly attend- 
«© ed to, we ſhall be better enabled to keep al! 
« the reſt; but if we forget This, other Parts of 
« our Duty will not be nuch, or however not 
& Jong, minded by us. In fact, this is certainly 
true; and very numerous are the Inſtances that 
confirm the 'Truth of it. Itis alſo intimated, 'That 
Men would become too generally regardleſs of 
this Law of Gop; becauſe it needs to haye a 
Mark ſet upon it which no other Commandment 
| hath. We are therefore call'd, in a particular man- 
ner to REMEMBER it. ; EOS, 
In the Service of the Church we are inſtructed, 
when we hear this Commandment read, to beg, 
that Gop would have mercy upon us, for our paſt 
Breaches of it; and that our Hearts may be inclin- 
ed, for the future, 10 keep this Law. I would there- 
fore hope, that thoſe, whoſe Hearts go along with 
their Lips in ſuch a Prayer, will give the more 
diligent heed to what ſhall be laid before them on 
this Subject. C 
Surely Religion would not have come to be de- 
ſpiſed, as it is, by the profane part of the World; 
nor would thoſe, who profeſs to keep up a Vene- 
ration for it, live and act as too commonly they 
do; if the perpetual Obligation, and the great De- 
ſign of the Fourth Commandment, were duly con- 
ſidered and underſtood. CERT . 


It 
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It is therefore to promote a ſerious Conſidera- 


tion of this matter, and a right underſtanding of 
it, that this Treatiſe is publith'd. To reverence 


Gop's Day, and keep it holy, would warm the 
cold Affections of Chriſtians to Gon, and Good- 


neſs, and one another: And it would greatly check 
bi way Tags. in the World. Religion would, 
hereby, be promoted among thoſe that have 10 


Senſe of it; and it would be preſerved in its Pow- 
er and Excellency among thoſe that profeſs it. This 


would greatly tend to reclaim a vicious Age; and 
to reſcue many from the Snares of the Devil, 


who makes Men wofold more the Children of 


Wrath and Diſobedience, by their idling, or ri- 


oting away, or wantonly ſpending their facred 
By 5, : 


Beſides, it is a moſt rational Concluſion, and 


abundantly exemplified, That one Day in ſeven 
ſpent in 7. — Thoughtfulneſs, would make Men 


more wiſe in their Conduct on other Days. So 
that both their temporal and ſpiritual Intereſts, are 
admirably promoted, by the religious Obſervance 
of the LorD's-Day. | 
Theſe things will be farther enlarged on here- 
after : I mention them here only to ſhew, that the 
Subject I am now to treat of is exceedingly im- 
portant, both in itſelf, and in its Conſequences. . 
Bur before I enter upon the fuller Explication 
of the Fourth Commandment, and the moral Na- 


ture or perpetual Obligation of it, I would put the 


Reader upon obſerving the manner in which this 
Law is worded. And by a careful attending to 
this, we ſhall better be prepared for the ſeveral 
Heads that are more diſtinctly and largely to be 
conſidered. 2 | 


The Commandment, as it was firſt given by 


Gop, ſtands thus; 


B 2 Remember 
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Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep 


Exod. xx. 9: it holy, Six Days ſhalt thou labour, 


10, 11. 


and do all thy Work But the ſeventh 


Day is the Sabbath of the Loxp thy Gon: Thou ' 
ſhalt not. do any Work, thou, nor thy Son, nor thy 


Daughter, thy Man Servant, nor thy Maid Ser- 
want, nor thy Cattel, nor thy Stranger that is with- 
in thy Gates : For in fix Days the Lok made Hea- 
ven and Earth, the Sea, and all that in them is, 
and reſted the ſeventh Day; wherefore the Lord 


_ bleſſed the Sabbath-day, and hallowed it. 
The whole Precept lies in thoſe Words, Ne- 


member the Sabblath-day, io keep it holy. In which 
ſhort Sentence, there are #wo Branches; and all 


the OY part of this Statute is only for Ex- 
t 


plication of thoſe two Branches, and enforcing the 


Duty therein required. 


The irt Branch of this Precept is, Remember 
the Sabbath-day : That is, remember the Day of 
Reſt; for Sabbath in the Hebrew Language ſig- 


nifies Reff. The ſecond Branch is, remember to 


keep fuch a Day holy: That is, to ſeparate it from 


other Days, and conſecrate it to the Loy. ' + 
If you ask, What Day is meant by the Day of 
Reſt ? The Explication of that firſt Branch im- 
mediately follows in theſe Words; Six Days ſhalt 

thon labour, and do all thy Mor; but the ſeventh 

Day is the Sabbath f or Reſt} of the Lomb 75 


Gop. Nothing more is here expreſly required, 


but that after every fix Days Labour, therethould 


bea Day of Refi. The different Method of 
computing Days, in order to fix upon the ſeventh 


for ſtated Reſt, is not inſerted in this Law. And 
it is a Circumſtance that may be altered (as I ſhall 


hereafter prove) without overthrowing the 'Obl;j- 


gation, or at all weakning the Force of this Com- 
mand. This Law is expreſs'd in general and very 
28 extenſive 
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extenſive 'Ferms, © Six Days ſhalt thou labour; 
« and do all thy Work, and the ſeventh, [that is, 
« after thoſe ſix] thou ſhalt do no Nor. 
If it be asked concerning the ſecond Branch of 
this Law, How ſuch a Day is to be kept holy ? In 
anſwer to this, a particular Explication is added 
alſo, in the Body of the Command: Namely, 
Thou ſhalt not do any Work, Thou, nor thy Son, 
nor thy Daughter, &c. The Word here rendered 
Mort, according to the ſtrict ſenſe and meaning 
of it, ſignifies Trade, or Calling. And ſo in the 
literal Acceptation of this part of the Precept, I 
ſhall ſhew that it is perpetually binding. Thou 
ſhalt not do any Work in the way of thy Trade 
or worldly Employment on this Day. But accord- 
ing to the Fewiſh Explication of doing no manner 
of Work, we are not bound by this Law; being 
ſince taught much more reaſonable Things, by 
him who is Lob of the Sabbath. 

The cloſing part of the Command adds ſome 
very powerful Reaſons for Men's keeping holy the 
Sabbath: Becauſe in fix Days the LorD made 
Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and all that is in 
them, and reſted the ſeventh Day: Wherefore the 
Lon bleſſed the Sabbath-day | orthe Day of Reſt] _ 
and hallowed it. When Gop had made the 
World in fx Days, he then reſted the /eventh :- 
And he therefore requires, that (analogous here- 
to) Men ſhould keep à Day of holy Ref? after e- 
very fix Days Labour. Then it Fenn Gop 
bleſſed and hallowed the Day of Reſt ; which is a 
farther Reaſon-why we ſhould religiouſly obſerve 
it, and count it a bleſſed and delighttul Day. 
Theſe Reaſons will be conſidered in the proper 
Place. | 

But having now tated, in general, the Mean- 
ing and Intention of the Fourth Commandment 
OS -  m_ 


6 The Day and Time 


ſhall proceed to juſtify this Explication, and to 
ſhew that the Commandment, thus underſtood, is 
moral or perpetually binding. 8 

J ſhall alſo make it appear, That the Way of 
computing Days, in order to a ſeventh being kept 
holy, may be altered without Injury to this Com- 


mand: And that it actually is altered by our Loxp 


Jesvs CnrisT and his AposTLEs, from what It 
was by the Direction of Moss. 
This will farther lead me to ſhew, “How our 


c“ Day of Reſt under the Goſpel is to be kep? ho- 


« Jy.” In which caſe tho' we are reſcued from 

Jewiſh Explications and Impoſitions, yet we are 

to ſanctify a Day according to the true and exact 

meaning of the Fourth Commandment. 

And then will follow, the Reaſons, why one 

by w in ſeven ſhould be thus * obſerved 
y us. 
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CHAP. 


Whercin the E xplication 2 the Bs Cai 
mandment, before given, is juſtified, as to 


the firſe Branch of it : And the perpetual 


Obligation of the Command, as thus un- 
derſtood, is pro ved. 


| FRSSQJHERE A been many and warm Diſ- 


Sabbath. Some have contended ear- 


— neſtly for the Jaſt, and others for the 
fr Day of the Week, being made the Day of 
v0 Ref - W hilſt ſeveral ſorts of Perſons have 


"POO 


putes about the Obſervation of the 


of the Sabbath conſider d. 7. 


deſpiſed all thoſe Debates, as of no manner of Im- 
portance ox Concern to them, looking upon the 
fourth Co pandment as an abrogated La. 

It is no wonder that the Deiſts, ard ſuch as ſet 
aſide the whole Book of Gop, ſhould diſregard 
this Command in particular: But for Men that be- 
lieve the Scriptures, and Men, in holy Offices, to 
argue againſt the Obligation of this Command, is. 


ſtrangely unbecoming their Character, and tends 


greatly to leſſen their Eſteem, and to render their 
Miniſtrations of little or no effect. The looſe 


and ſenſual Part of the World may count this 


Law of Gop.a ſtrange thing, and may ſnuff at it, 
and give up themſelves to their own earthly, ſen- 


ſual Thoughts and Inclinations; but one would 


expect a quite different ſenſe of things, from thoſe 
who profeſs to have any Veneration for the Inſti- 
tutions of Heaven, and a reliſh for the Pleaſures of 


Devotion. 


It has not a little injured the Cauſe of Chriſt, 


and the Practice of Piety, that ſome devout and 


learned Men among the Clergy, have determined 
the fourth Commandment to be purely ceremo- 
nial; and fo have reſolved the Obſervation of the 
Lord's-Day entirely into the Authority of the 
Church. f 5 

It is not my Deſign here to revive Diſputes on 
this Head; but to ſtate things ſo as to guard a- 
gainſt what has been written in Prejudice of that 
Day Gop appoints to be kept holy, and to pre- 
vent future Miſtakes about it, and Prophanations 
of it. I ſhall therefore, 


I. Obſerve, That to fix one exact Periad of 


Time, as to beginning and ending the Day of Reſt, 


s no Part of the fourth Commandmenr. 
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f, Sew That ir 18.2 cots 'Ddfign of this 
Command, to make the Day of ar religious Refs 
depend upon a certain Knowledge of THAT Day 
| an which Gop re hen he created the N. ord. 
Ry IIII. "he Senne l is given in ſuch terms 
as may ſuit either the Day that begizs the Week, 
or that ends it; and is equally 8 whether 
it be applied to one or the other. And, ITS 


IV. The Gommaiichnent, thus oa, * 


amongſt thoſe that are called moral Precept or of 
e Oli ee 
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| Shows, That to fix one exa# Period of Time, for 


beginning and ending the Day of Reft, is no 
Part of the Wren Commandment. 


N the firſt account of Gop's bleſſing hd ſanc- 
Eh ing the Day on which he ceaſed from his 


creating Work, there is no mention 


Gen. . of the length of that Day, or the 
lf. Time when Gop would have it to 
begins an end: Nor does the Fourth Command- 


ment mention any thing particularly in this Mat- 
ter, but only refers us to the Day of Gop's Reſt, 


as following the ſix Days in which the Creation 
of this World was finiſned. But in all Reaſon 
we muſt conclude that the ſeventh Day included 
both Evening and Morning, and ſo conſiſted of the 
ſame Number of Hours, which each of the ſix 
Days preceding had done. 


- The 
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The Fourth Commandment therefore requires 
us to obſerve a Day; ſuch a Day, as, in an equal 
and juſt Account, anſwers to, and is of the ſame 
duration with, other Days. "es 

Juſt as the other Days begin and end, in the 


. 


 uſaal Method of meaſuring our Time, ſo this | 


Day tor holy Reft muſt be meafured by us. The 
Debates, which have ariſen about the Sabbath's 
beginning and ending, are altogether unſcriptural; 
ſince the Word and Command of Gon hys no 
fireſs upon this. To fay the Evening and the 
Morning made the ſeventh Day, as the other Days 
are deſcribed, will not bring us to any certainty 
in this Matter: Becauſe the Days of the Creati- 
on, it is evident, were univerſal Days; that is, 
every where meaſured alike, and not as the Dayͤs 
after the Creation were. The Sun was not cre- 
ated till the fourth Day, nor 1s it ſaid what time 


of the Day it was created, nor how the Evenings 


and Mornings were to be computed from thence. 
Beſides, we find that among the Jews them- 


. ſelves, their Computation is very different as to 


the Hour of their Evening's firſt beginning. Some 
tell us, That Moſes, being learned in all the 
« Wiſdom of the Egyprians, and particularly in 
« their Aftronomy, began the Day as the Egyptian 
« Prieſts did, at Midnight. ” Others tell us the 
Eastern Computation of the Day begun at Noon 
Including in their Evening all the Time of the 
Sun's declining, till it began to return again; and 
in their Morning all the Time of the Sun's approach- 


ing and advancing, till it came to its Height . 


+ Bur 
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Þ+ In a learned Treatiſe on the Fourth Commandment, (recommended by 
Dr. Bates and Mr. How, for the reconciling of all Controverſies about the 
Sabbath-day,) it is ſnewn, That the Arabians and other Eaſtern Countries, 


| began 
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But in after Ages (as it lis evident in the Days of 
Nehemiah and of our Saviour) they computed 
their Evening to begin at the time of the Sun's 


ſettings and ſo our /even Clock at Night, was 


- 


their one o Clock, or their firſt Hour. © + 
This Difference being among the Jews them- 


ſelves, they have the leſs Reaſon to _ it a 
Matter of Neceſſity, in obſerving the F 

Commandment, That the /ame Period of Time 
ſhould be a Rule to all others. If their Day be- 


gun at Noon, or at Midnight, in Moſes's Time, 
and at the Dark of the Evening in the Times ſuc- 


ceeding, and yet they looked upon the Sabbath- 


day as duly kept by them; this will plead for the 


- 


hke Allowances _ made to other Nations, and 
eople, who are o 


night, as it docs with us; or at Sun-riſing, accord- 
ing to the more univerſal Acceptation of the 


Word Day; or at Noon, as was the manner of 
the Eaſtern Countries; or at Fun- ſetting, as the 
Jews after Moſes eſteemed; yer ſtill the Day of 
eſt may be kept according to the Command- 


ment, provided it be made equal to the other Days, 


—_— — 
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began their Day at Noon: aMgning this Reaſon for it, viz. when the Sun 
was made, and firſt appeared to the World, it was then in a Meridian: This is 
called a meridional Day. The other Computations of the Day beginning, or 


ending, with the Sun's firſt appearing in, or leaving the Horizon, is there 


called an horizontal Day. Such was the Fewrſh Day after Moſes. 

I may here add, That if the Eaffern Reaſons for beginning their Day at 
Noon have any thing worth regard, the different Ways of E and 
ending Days, in the different Quarters of the Earth, may be juſtified upon 
the very ſame Foot. When the Sun was firſt created, they 68 it was in 
2 Meridian: But if it was high Noon to them, it muſt be Midnight to the 
contrary Part of the Globe; and on the one Side of the Earth, at the ſame 
Time the Sun muſt be riſng, and to the oppolite.Side, it muſt be ſetting. 
So that the ſame Reaſon of the manner of the Sun's firſt Appearance will 
lead the different Quarters of the Earth to different Ways of beginning and 
ending their Days. And indeed there is hardly any thing either in Nature, 


or Religion, but what calls for Men's allowing Variety and Differences in 


which 


one another, | 


P e obliged to obſerve this Law. 
And therefore whether the Day began at Mid- 
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Which conſiſt of twenty four Hours, and be 

meaſured in its beginnin and ending a: as "the other 
Days are. 5 5 1 Je SITQUU 0 KEATON P 

This being duly conſidered, it miles the Alte | 
ration of twenty four urs in n the 
Sabbath from the laſt” x "the firſt” Day © The 
Week, very caſy, as it Pas d from one! Part of 
the World'to another: "And. it makes Way for 
that Liberty which is neceſſary, in the different 
Hours of 5 and ending the Day, accord- 
ing to the different Uſages of ſeveral N ations and 
Countries: And yet the Command binds it upon 
all, as an indiſpenſable, and never ceaſing Duty, 
to keep one whole D ne as a Day of Reſt; ac- 

E 


cording to the Pattern 705 chem * the e 
Maker of all things. | 
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SECTION. II. 


It is not the deſign of the fourth C kali, 70 
make the Day of our Religious Reſt depend up- 
on a certain Knowledge of THAT x. fs on which 
Gop reſted when He created the Warld. .. 


1 next thing to be conſider'd is, 1 oft 
a whole Day was. to be thus kept Holy. 
And here again, 1 -om the firſt Example of the 
 Creator's blefling and ſariftifying the ſeventh Day, 
Adam and his Poſterity were to learn their Duty; 
and to reſt ſtatedly on the ſeventh Day, after eve- 
ry fix Days Labour. 

In complying with the firſt Signals of this Law, 
an exact a es Jo of the ſame Day of the Week 
on which Gop reſted, might be kept to, for 
. lome conſiderable Time. Bur as Inhabitants mul- 


4 ROY tiplied, 
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tiplied, and ſpread upon the Face of the Earth; 


and Kingdoms were erected, and human Laws 
enacted, and Cuſtoms altered according to the 


political Purpoſes which each Prince or State had 
to ſerve; it is moſt reaſonable to conclude, the 


Times and Seaſons might be altered too : And in 


fact there was great Variety, as Chronologers and 


Hiſtorians inform us; and very different Compu- 


tations were made of Days and Years, in different 


parts of the Earth. 
For this reaſon, 1 


and appointed to be kept holy inthe Age of Mo- 

ſes, was that exact Part of Time in the Week 

when Gop reſted (or ceaſed) from the Creation of 
the World. DOE ns 


That which was the /eventh Day, according 0 


the Computation of Egypt, and of thoſe parts of 
the Earth 

Day to which Moſes applied the Fourth Com- 
mandment ; and ſo it became the Day of Reſt, 


as long as the Moſaic Diſpenſation lafted. But 
ſuppoſe this Law had been delivered to any Na- 


tion, whoſe Computation of Days differ'd from 
that of Egypt, this would have made a Differ- 
ence in their Obſervation of the Sabbath; and 
yet both would have obſeryed what hey called 
the /eventh Day: And both would have had the 
Reaſon of the Fourth Commandment on their 
Side, and might alledge, Gop's reſting on the ſo- 


venth Day from all his Works which he created 


and made. 


Yea, ſuppoſe a number of Jews diſperſing, 


and travelling round the World; they would, up- 
on their return to their own Country again, have 
found. the Day of Reſt altered, tho' they had in 
their own Thoughts moſt punctually obſerved 

g / to 


t is impoſſible for any Man to py 
prove, that the ſeventh Day, which was ſo called, 


where the Jews then were, was the 


e 4 of wil, od. ©. 
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to begin and end it as they us'd to do in Ju- 
TG | * 
It will therefore follow, that in Gop's bleſſing 
and ſanctifying the ſeventh Day, he did not de- 
ſign to make it a Law for ever, that the very 


fame part of the Week, on which he ceaſed his cre- 


ating Work, ſhould be obſerved as a Day of 
Reif but that as he had gone on with his Work 
for i Days, and then reſted the ſevenih, ſo Men 
ſhould remember this, and act agreeably hereto, 
throughout all Generations: Taking it for a Law, 
that after 88 Days rey; On yen about the 


Affairs of this World, they ſhould keep holy the 


2 
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* Since Voyages were made round the World, it is experienced and de- 
monſtrared, that a Day may be loſt, or gained, by travelling Weſtward or 
Eaftward round the Globe. Every Degree the Traveller goes Weſtward, he 
adds ſo much to the Length of the —_ that in going the three hundred 
ixty Degrees, into which the whole Globe is divided, an entire Day is Loſt 
in the Number of Days, and by travelling Eaſtward, an entire Day is gain- 
ed, This is illuſtrated in the Trad of the Sabbath, before quoted, from an 
Inſtance of a Law Caſe concerning One who accompanied Sir Francis Drake - 
in his Voyage round the World : Upon his return to England, he depoſed 
(even in à Matter againſt himſelf) that he had kept an exact Account of 
their Days from the Time of bis firſt Departure; but notwithſtanding all 
his Care, it was but Saturday in their Computation when they came back 
to England, and they found it to be the Lord's-Day here. | 
Dr. Heylin by this Computation ſhews, that a Turk, a Few, and a Chriſtian, 
dwelling together at Jeraſalem, might obſerve their Sabbath, one on a Fri- 
day, and the other on a. Saturday, and the third on a Swiday : Bur by the 
Turk and the Chriſtian travelling round the world, they might all come to 
obſerve one and the ſame Day. Let the Turk begin his Journey Weſtward 
on the Satzrday, and the Coriffian begin his Eaſtward, and let the Few con- 
tinue where they leave him: It will fall out, that the Turk loſing a Day in 
his Computation, and the Chriſtian gaining one, they will both keep their 
Day of Reſt on the ſame Day the Few does, at their meeting again, 
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The, Commandment is given. in ſuch Terms, as may 
as either 3he Day that begins the Week, or that 
ends %; aud is equally obligatory, whether it 
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the Day for holy Reſt in ſuch Terms, that it 


might extend to all Ages, and all Nations of the 


** 
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Ihe precept is, Remember the Sabbath-day, - 


or the Day of Reſt, to keep, it holy : It is not ſaid, 


remember the ſeventh: Day of the Week, to keep 
that always holy. The Order and Number of 


Days,..as they, are, mention'd in the Command- 
ment, may be obſeryed. by us, and by all other 


People round the World, as exactly as by the 
Jews. For tho' the Jews, made the laſt Day of 
their Week the Day of Reſt, according to the 
Direction of Moſes; and the Chriſtians make the 
Firſt Day of their Week the Day of Reſt, ac- 
cording to the Direction of CHRIST ; yet the 
Letter of the Command is fulfilled by both. 
The Explication of the Day, according to the 
Letter of this Law is thus; fx Days ſhalt thou 


labour, and do all thy Work, and the ſeventh (that 


is, after thoſe ſix) thou ſbalt do no Work. It is 
not ſaid, the ſeventh Day of the Week, as the Days 


are numbred in Egypt, or in any other particular 


part of the World; but the ſeventh, with refer- 
ence to the fx beforemention' d. 

This Commandment, you will remember, was 
written by Gop on the Tables of Stone, and given 
to Moſes. And by Gop's Direction, for a fime 
only, it was to be applied ſo as to ſeparate that iy 
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HE Wiſdom of the great Lawgiver is very | 
e in fixing the Obſervation of 
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which was then counted the ſeventh, or the laſt Day 
of the Week, for the Day of Refi; but the Com- 


mand itſelf makes no ſuch Computation; yea, it 
is worded ſo, as to be free from this Limitation, 
and to leave room for any Alteration that ſhould 
be conſiſtent with a regular Obſervation of /x 
Days for Labour, and after them the ſeventh for 
Refs *, provided ſuch Alteration appear to be the 
Will of Gov. ergy 

Again, The Reaſon alledged in the cloſe of the 
Fourth Commandment, for keeping holy of the 
ſeventh Day, does not make any Limitation more, 


br farther, than the preceptive part does. Becauſe 


Go made the World in fx Days, and then reſted 
the ſeventh, therefore he bleſſed the Sabbath-day, 
and hallowed it. This ſhould be a Motive and 


Engagement to Men, after every fix Days La- 


bour, to keep the 2 Day for holy Refts be- 
cauſe the Creator acted in ſuch a manner. And he 

did not reſt, and ſanctify a Day, | 
merely for his own ſake, but the mark ii. 27. 


Sabbath was made and ordained for 


„„ 

Let farther obſerve, it is not ſaid, that very 
Day of the Week, or that exact Portion of Time, 
which at the Creation was called the /eventh Day, 
is the only Day and part of the Week which 
Gop will 54% in after- ages: No; tho' it be ſaid 
Gop reſted the ſeventh Day, it is not ſaid he %%% 
ſed the ſeventh Day, and hallowed it to be invari- 
ably kept. The .Phraſe changes immediately; he 
reſted the ſeventh Day, and he bleſſed the Sab- 


bath-day, and hallowed it. It was bleſs'd and hal- 
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„ See the Quotation from Mr, Foſeph Mede, at the End of this Trea- 
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lowed 
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lowed. as it was a Day 1 . not i ir wes the 


" Hino it 0vitties' — the Dey which4s 
gins the Week now receives Bleſſing from Gop, 
as that Which ene it did in the Days Bf Myes.” 
And aſter every fix Days Labour, the /eventh Day 


is till'regylarly devoted do holy Reſt under the 
Neu Namen, as as it Was under the O. 


The Fourth Commandment has Triderely put 


our Duty upon this za/5* and Plain Compurnrion, 
that every one may know-how he is wo act in this 


Matter, without puzzling himſcif about the Come 
of Weeks and Days from the 


Gop reſted at firſt, were the 
and if the Bleſſing (depended upon our knowi 
that Day exaftly, and ebſerving chat and no'o- 


ther, we ſhould be given up to continual Diffi. 
ich Difficulties as the moſt 
ologers , and the beſt Hiſtoriam 
(when we had ſearched them all) CO Hat FRE 


cults and Doubts ; 
accurate Chroy 


us with any Certainty to reſolve. 


Suppoſing that from the time of Moſes, the & 
him might have been cerrain- 


vemh Day fixed by 
kept to, yet we can have no Oertainty as to 


the Ages before. We have no where any parti- 
cular Account of the partiarebal Sabbath, either 
as to any one Day being conſtantly obſerved, or 


as to the manner of reſting on char Day. The 
plaineſt Paſſage that we have is that o Noab's 
meaſuring his Time in the Ark, 
Days after another; which is 


4 ſhe 


ifming of the 
World. Whereas, if that vsry Day only, on which 


Day vo be finifes; 


one ſeven 
partiedlafly menti- 
oned in his ſending out the Dove for three times 
ſucceſſwely: Bur there is no mention of the Ha 
of the Veet when the was ffrſt put out of the 
Ark, only ſever Days from thence ſhe was ſent . 
out a ſecond title, and then ſeven Days after that 
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me was ſent the third time. I cannot therefore 
think, that the very zumerical Day on which 
Gop reſted at the Creation is of ſuch vaſt Im- 
portance to be obſerved, as ſome few People 
would have us imagine it is: Becauſe in a Hiſto- 
ry of no leſs than Iv⁰ο 7hou/and and ſeven hundred 
Tears, there is not ſo much as ane Paſſage inſert- 
ed, that ſhews Men's Acceptance with Gop de- 
pended upon their unalterably obſerving one and 
the /ame Day of the Week. - WITS 
Such an intire Silence about the patriarchal $ab- 
bath, 1 confeſs, makes it very probable to me, that 
the Day inſtituted by Moſès was not the fame 
with zheirs. If it had, it would 'valtly have 
ſtrengthened Moſes's Law, to have inſerted an 
Account of the antient Practice. But when he 
ſeems ſo much concerned to eſtabliſh his Law of 
the Sabbath; and aſſigns, as the main Reaſon, the 
Iſraelites being brought out of Egypt on the Day 
he now fixed upon, and ſo obtaining Reft from 
their hard Labours; and allo ſpeaks of its being a 
$izu and Token of a farther Reſt which they were 
to be led into; and a Miracle muſt be wrought 
particularly to ſecure the Honour of his ſeventh 
Day, in Gop's giving them on the Day before the 
food of two Days, that there might not be fo 
much as the ſeeking for or preparing their Bread 
on the ſeventh Day; this ſeems to me a point ſo 
much laboured, becauſe he fixed on a Day diffe- 
rent from that of the Patriarchs, and therefore 
never once mentions the Example of any one of 
them, tho' that might have done as much to re- 
commend his ſeventh Day to the Seed of A4bra- 
bam, as any thing elſe he alledged. However, 
this would have been ſuch an additional ſtrength 
to his Law, that one can hardly think he would 
have omitted it, had his ſeventh Day and the ſe- 
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venth Day of the Patriarchs been exattly the 


ſame. The more he appears concerned to hou 


the Obſervation of his Sabbath; (and oy is no- 
thing about which he expreſſes Concern 


than this,) the more irohgly Will che Argent 
here conelude, that he would have ſupported ity 
ca ben ging * Practice of the . m 


N 44 1 a 4. 


to the Hebrews, hi is e That Gop 8 "A 
ing on che ſeventh Day from al 15 Wirte k mens 
tioned as one Reſt = Thie Reft of che Havlitef in 
Mofes's Time, and chat which Fajbua. led them 
into is mentioned as another Nef. And then that 
Reſt and keeping of a Sabbath which” remain to 
the Chriſtians, is mentioned as a fh Reſt. But 
that the Patriarehs, Jews, and Chriſtians, were 
all tu make one and the ſame Day of the Werk 
their Sabbath, is ſo far from bein 5 that 
their having different Days i is muc more reaſon- 
ably to be infer d;> + + . 
The Law'-of: Gop's frſ Ref, however, ex 
tends to all And the fourth Commandment is | 
gien in ſuch terms as may fait ane us well as the 
others. Faber, Days are for Eabour, and the 
 ſencurh, after thoſe 85 ifor Reſt: This is what 
[alert pm next FREY 1 Ay I 
0, at... is ADIDA Ih. 8 
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lowed, 21 60 Gb is to 

be worſbigged, {6 rhete muſt be a Time appoints 
ed and kept for gut religious Services and Adoras 
tions. It is tieceffary, naturally necaſſary, or mo⸗ 
741, chat thoſe Aajons, which are our indiſpenſable 
Day ſhould have ne ix She allotred for them: 

For (as one ſpeaks) * We might as well 

« to wc Go and do 1 Adlon, as Wola 


« him iti no Lime. 


I: is ale morally tequiſire, that the Time for ſo- 
lemm Worthip ſhould be fed and geterminare'- 
For otherwiſe, Nen tould not order their Affairs 


ip; nor could they at- 
tend th Serbe 86 Religion with. that Sale mni- 


ty, which becomes Creatures bowing before the 
Logs their Mater. Yea, it is evident, thit' if 
rot typ were 17 7 . what time they 


Lane would 5 


« Geck ties; 1 00 nt ede and chen 
upon ſontie extraordinary Em ies; Whilſt ma- 
Wen WM fy might rün into a Contrary Extreme, and ap- 
point ſo #any Senfont atid To much Time for De- 
oon 48 to wr in Lb Th the other Duties, and 
n Vorld would 
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erent 
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20 The perpetual 
different Places, and different Ages, 
upon the World. 


- 
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RN ; 
brought 


| Th 7 MAF 41 oi 
If thoſe who had the Ruling Power were looſe 
and ſatheiſtical, they might make ſuch Decrees ds 
* ; —— N 47 Dt 
that we rend of 1n[Darjel xi. That there ſhould be 
n Petition asked of Go or Man for a Month to- 
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rulng 


gerber, but only of an idoliz d Prince; And by a 
parity of Reaſon, the ſame Power might enact, 
that there ſhould be no Worſhip for mau Month; 
or Tears together. On the other hand, if the 
Powers were ſuperſtitigus, they might mul - 


tiply Seaſons of Worſhip ſo as co impovexiſh their 
Subjects, and deſtroy all Diligence and Regards 


to Buſineſs; and hereby expoſe themſelves to the 


ravages of Enemies, and to continual:Niſorders; 
or elle condemn, them to live in perpetual Mean- 


nels F and | Shver 


y, As, the. generality. of People in 


the popi/o,Countries do. And if Men were re- 


quired to worſhip only u 
genaies, Devotion would 


extraordinary Emer-· 
come ſo much diſus d. 


and all would, grow ſo ignorant of Gon, that 


the 


cent Approaches or Addreſſes to him. 
But now to prevent ſuch 


Miſchieſs as theſe, 


the great Gon, who is the Oles of our Wor- 


ſhip, has himſelf determined the Time of Worſhip 
This he did i, by Example, and by: certain 
Signals from Heaven: When he had made the 
World in /. Days, then reſting on the ſe vent 


Day, and bleſſing and conſecrating a ſeventh, Part of 


Time, for Man to reſt from worldly Labour; 
and in that Leiſure to contemplate his Creator 


Wo 


ines 


4 wy * . * C 
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, and celebrate his Praiſe *. That 
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Primum ergo quievit Deus: Deinde benedixit banc quietem» ut ſeg 
lis omnibus inter homines Sancta foret: vel ſeptimum quemque diem qu 
eti dicavit, ut ſuum Exemplum perpetua eſſet regula. Calvin. in Gen eſ. 6+ 4 
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of the Fourth Commandment. 21 


{ of Gop's Reſt, with the Signals of bleſſi ng 
— ſanfifying the ſevemh Day, was a ſufficient 
Direction to the firff Ates of the World, what 
Time was the molt" proper! for worſhi e and 
ſerving Go!. It was ſſo pleaſing elightful a 


Time to him, that all weibrudle Trees muſt 


take their Meaſures from hence, and allow this 
Declaration of the Creaxor's Pleaſure to have the 
Forte of 2 Law: und A Law ir "ne that walver- 
ſally obliged. *- 101 UH, roy ac bis; 

Again; ehen thro' the Coton and Dogs: 
neracy of the World Men had loſt a juſt Senſc 
of this Lat Go was pleaſed to write it. out 
himſelf in ehre Words 5 and reit a8 a Com- 
mandment to his Church and People.. 


to be obſerved hugo A Genes * Exod. xxx. 16. f i 


ratiuns. Thus the Fourth Com- 
mandment, as before explained, is of pantera. 
Obligation; and not amongſt thoſe Laws and Or- 


dinances given to Iael, which were ceremonial, 
and at the coming of the Moeſiuh to be aboliſhed 


and done away. A ſerious Conſideration of theſe 


things will abundantly fatisfy us, concerning the 
Morality or Perpetuity of t his Precept. L40 us 
conſider them ciſtinctly. 1085 

1. The ſeventh Day was ſed. of Gon; and 
ppdinced to be \kop?- Oy from the ft Creation 
all Wing. 4 

Whilſt all Things were perſeBily good; and 
before Sin entered into the World, en was FI 
Appointment of our Maker, that che e 
ſeventh part of Time ſhould be his. Gen, 1. 2 ry ; 
Nownrer Plainly Tee, 'thar the cere- | 
tiorial Law in alt the Parts of it was 3 1 5 
on account of Six, and to point to a Saviour; 
but in a State of * Innocence there could be no 


* * B ule. 


3 The perpetual Jong 

85 for ſuch Shadows 17 Carqmonies 0 Ibere : MW ſho! 

fore we 1 conclue We ee e mot 

es be O bleryed TD * (Mas 2 
Gop; 


; 1 5 very reatign of his 


9 6 of that gran n en was contriy. 

for a State 725 To WIEN given ae thouſand 
1 bundred Years alte, MEATS? 
„ , The Fourth mgndment, when i erted 


int he aw. of Mo ſes, was delivered in a way .qaie 
fe erent. from, all theſe Orpinances which, wers ab- 

urgly coreqonial. It was engraven hy Gon bim- 
ſelf on thoſe Tables of Stone, on which, every 4. 
5 oy thing that was written,, Was gonſeſſedly un- 
ral, and of a perpetual N But thoſe Ap- 
paintments, which were purely. Ceremonial, were 

ven in another manner, by a Foie anly, or by 
[es Direction from Gon to be written down by 
Moſes, or thoſe. whom. he apponntod, and fo were 
delivered. to the People. 

"Farther; This Law was put into the ark with the 
the other. moral. recepts 3 and is refer'd to, me 
0 bs of their uber. For when Moſes on 
0 T 18d. 4 refers to the Tables of the moral. ing 
ben % Laus he reckens up the Number ef doe 

_ Commangwaems, to be Nn: Which IM uſe 
ROPE includes. the Law concerning the: $4b- IM ed 
bath, It is therefore unreaſonable, to number this by 
Cammand among thoſe which, were ceremonial, Ac 
when, He: Wag: duch a kene Fino, has: R La 


A W 8 ee ah tin 

— 8 N : — —— 1 op 2 22 — OY . — 28 | 

® Biſhop "Uther i his. San and N. „ be , cohfexvis, Ar 

that the Commandment cohcęrnin be jabbartr was not enly beſde any | Shag 
Sb. or Ceremony of the Eaw, but in was before 5 


any Promiſe or Pre- 
dition of Chriſt, to whom all Ceremonles of the Law bad RaſpeA. 
F This Eaw (ys Biſhop ow was written by the Finger Gos. 
which no part of the ceremanjal Law was. And it was written n Tables 
f Stone, as tn ſignify the Hardneſs of our Hearts, ſo to fignify the Conti- 
Tyance and nee of this Commandment, 25 well as the , | 
| | ſhould % 


te 29 


7 vow — aro Commendnent. 23 


viour's time. 7 125 55 the po Like «li 70 
day, according to the Commanadment. 
St. Lake” wrote his Goſpel, . probably, / fifteen 
Nears or more after Chriſt (ome make it Henry 
erght Years after ;) when he had accompanied Sy 
Paul for ſome time, and well knew U char h 
had faid, and written, concerning the intire eg 
liſhing of the Ceremonial Law And yet not- 
withſtanding all that, he mentions the Ob/eroa- 
tion of the Fulbath as what might be called a 
Commandment ſtill, and allows the Force. of it: 
They reſted according to the Commandment." "the 
Day to which the Commandment was then ap- 
plied, and on which zbey teſted, as doubrlels 
the laſt Day of their Week; but the Command- 
ment is refer'd' to on account of their Reſt, not 
on account of the ſeventh Day of their Week be- 
ing made a continued Sabbath. For that Text 
does not lay the Streſs upon that, or ſo much as 
uſe the Expreſſion the ſeventh Day, but they reſt- 
ed the Sabbath-day. 5 holy Rel was obſerved 
by them, "and fuch as was commanded by 12 
According to this Commandment, fix 
Labour, and the /eventh for hoh Raik, has HOY 
tinued ever /ince 2 aboliſhing of the Fewiſh fg 
as it was ap —. Thouſands of Years before jt : 
An inthis Senf Faſt rhe i Obligian rear, 
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Giving ſome Account of the uni venſal Regard, 
Had to this . in all e _ all. Z 00s Oy 
5 the Earth. Ain 211 


8 75 [1 


| 8 a farther + echt hi v Morality 6 or u- 
X niverſal and perpetual Force of the Fourth, 
« 5mmandment;. I ſhall now add ſome Account 
of the common Senſe of Mankind, and the uni- 
 verſal Practice of the World in this Matter. 
It is evident, that the meaſuring of Time by 
Weeks every where prevailed in the World. Thoſe 
Nations that had no Knowledge of the 7ewi/b 
Records, yet fell into this. And whatever Names 
they gave to their Days, ſtill they had bur /#ver 
to make up their Week: This plainly ſhews, 
that there muſt be ſome original Law and Foun- 
dation for ſuch a Practice, before the Fewiſb Law 
was given. . 
No it is certain, that Adam, upon his firſt 
: 0 cation, could not form a Notion concerning a 


Month, or a Tear, till thoſe Times had gone over 
his Heid. He muſt firſt begin with the number- 


ing of Days: And when he had lived fx Days, 


tden, according to the Pattern ſet by the Crea- 
ror, to reſt the*/evenzh Day, this would imme- 
date fix the wle of inte by Weeks : And 
from hence the Computation of Months by ob- 
ſerving the Courſe of the Moon, and after that, 
the fixing of Tears according to the Courſe of 
the Sun, may very regularly _ eaſily be account- 
ed for. This way of meaſuring Time by Weeks, 
& appears to be firſt ſettled, and the other Com- 
e putations to ariſe from this, becauſe there was 
* very great Difference in the World about the 
« Count 


60 
00 
ce 
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of the Fourth Commandment. 25 
“ Count of Years, and Months, but never was 
« the Week counted to * more or leſs with any 
“People than ſeven Days 
Hence it came to pals, chat a ſeyenth Part of 
Time was every where obſerved as a Ref, or a 
Teſtival. The Day thus marked out by the * 
yen World, was that Day on which they wor- 
ped. ther Sun, their chief Gop; whilſt Moſes 
- = this /dolatry,. and to ſecure the Wg 
of Him that made the Sun and the whole ord, 
appointed the laft Day of the Week to be kept 
as a Day of holy Reſt. But a Sabbath, was fo 
much ; obſerved, on one Day or other, all the 
World over, chat a ſeventh Day, ( Biſhop Pairick 
tells us from Philo) “ was tral called the Uni- 
e werſal Feſtival , kept by all People.” He re- 


fers allo, to Foſephus, driftobulus, the od, Homer, 
and others in Euſebius, concerning the Sacreduels 3 


of the ſeventh Day. 

That the Nations forgot. and grew regardleſs 
of the Worſhip of Gop on thele Days, ga does 
not wonder; nor indeed can any Man, who. con- 
ſiders that the World ſoon grew comupe to ſuch 
a degree, as to forget the molt natur 
But there was enough remaining to be a Proof of 
this antient Tradition. _ 

Steuchius, (a Man of ſo much Fame for gene 
ral Learning, that he is ſaid to be worthy * e- 
ternal Remembrance, and to be indeed the Orna- 
ment of. Italy ||) affirms, as the reſult of his Read- 
ing. and. Feryarion. i in this Matter, That a. ſe- 
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26 The perpetual Odligation: 
ven Day was, every 'wheve, aud in all Ages, a- 
counted W onerabie and Holy *:>- gd ese 

Vea I find, chat an Oppoſer of the. Morality of 
the Sabbath is foreed to allow, what Cm A. 
lexandrinus f has fröm many Authorities proved, 

namely, That the very Heatheri tui’ the ſeventh 
Day ast in be kept holy. He would make this 
ewig to ſome Acquaintance which they! bad with 
the: Law and: Writings of Moſes: But in reality 
as, that ſuch à Day was ſpoken of ſeveral 
hundred Years before the Writings of Moſes were 
enamyiridcantd to the World. The Law of Mo- 
fes was: not known, or read by the FRvthen, till 
the Tranſlation af; it by the roy Elders, in 
the Days of Prolomy II. "King of 5, 
three hundred Tem before brift And i 
not of the Jews Saturday Sabbath chat Na ſpeak; 
but of another Day in the Weck 

Here let me add one Paſſa e more” from the 
Commentary of the Biſhop of Eh, viz. ( It is 
5 not to be underfocl = the atriarchs, be- 

fore and after the Flogd,' kept ſuch a Reſt as 
4 Gon enjoyned the Heer by > Moſes: For that 


& Was proper to them, for a peculiar Reaſon, c. 


« And this is all the © Chriflian Fathers mean, when 
they ay the Patriarchs did not (Sabbatizare) 
66 om 4 Sabbath as the Fews did. But they 
had one Day of holy Reſt, for all that. (Ter- 


tullian adv. Judxes, Cap. 2. & + Henan, and o- 


the), T * 0 
From the whole of theſe Teſtimonies it ap- 
pears, that the _ Part of Tine fixed by Gon 


enn e fs FS, - TO. 


* In omni ætate, i inter omnes Gentes venerabilis & Sacer. Sup Ango- 
eat. in 2 Geneſ. See alſo C. Downam on this Subject, p. 74+ 
1 Strom. Lib. V. 
rticular Account of this in Trad? of the Sabbath, printed for 


2. A A5 P. 46, 


e * rr 


EK . e Aud it became a part of 


of the —— 27 
for Reſt; WIE he created the World, became «- | 


end d Nen edi ebe ernte 
ſuch 5 of, Meir Days for che Services 
of Religion. And than tha: Morality of the Oom- 
mand sf illy eſtabliſhed. TNING 
This is er urged by ene of the Homi-- 


625 * 2 W der ed to be read in Churches, „ That 
durch 


Commandment, a8 appertainin to 
4 m Lau of Nature, ought to be erh 


„kept of all good Chriſtian Peoplę. . And the 


lame Homily further argues in a Sylt which ex- 
agrees with the Explication 1 bave given of 


r r r : Like as Gon himſelf 20 ſix 


„Days, and reſted the ſeventh, and blefied and 
4 Hide . Even fo Gop's obedient People 
7 ſhould labour fix Days, and uſe the Sunday ho- 
« lily, and reſt from their common and daily Bu- 
« fine; and alſo give! Themiſelres wholly 10 Res- 
« yenly Exerciſes of Gop's true Relig gion and 
« Service. And as good Children will not only 
« become obegient. to the Commandment of cheiꝝ 
0 Parents, Ber alſo have a diligent Eye to 5 


| « Dog follow the ſame; fo if we 
Joo Su 


« will en of our heavenly Father, 
« we mult be careful to follow Gop's 7 wh le, 


* a3 wall av tb e mament. 
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n 2 75 Hol Rf Las altered by. our 
"Lond Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
om what. it was according to the 

* of” Moſes : : F 

_ was done, without any Injury zo the 
Fourth Commandment : And in os 
4 lreration we e to acquieſce.” 


EY 


8 E 2 T 1 0 N 1. 
: The Day of the Week appointed for holy N is 


now altered, from what it was by the A 


mem A Moſes. | 


LIT 8 Aving proved that one EO Day i in 
IS Every /even Days is to be kept Holy; 
and chat this is a univerſally binding 
6 ha e Command; Vs are as 
iy, and indiſpenſably, obliged 

to , obſerve. i af ever the Jews were, But the 
definite Time now appointed to be kept Holy, is, 
according to common Eſtimation, the firf, and 
not the laſt Day of the Week, as Mes of old 
Var this = It is moſt agreeable to the 
1 af Him who is Lord 255 the Sabbath, and 
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if be Week appoint: 
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moſt ſuitable to our Profeſſion 
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that the firſt Day of the Week is more likely ro be the 
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Day tha they lived, was the Day on which Gop 
reſted from all his Work, bleſſing and ſanctify- 
ing it. It was Gop's ſeventh Day, after ſix Day's 
Work; but it was Man's firſt Day of Life and 
Being. With this Day therefore Man muſt begin 
the Meaſure of his Time; and ſo after ſix Days 
Employment about this Earth, he muſt go on to 
make every ſeventh Day a Day of holy Reſt, as 

- Hence it came to paſs, probably, that accord- . 
ing to Tradition, the generality of the World 

made the firſ# Day of the Week their chief Day, 


before the giving of Moſes's Law. And their 


chief Worſbip was performed on theſe Days. And 
ſome have made this univer/al, and 8681880 that 
the Heathens firſt Day of the Week was kept 
Holy by the antient Patriarchs, as their ſeventh 


— — 


* There is a Book printed for Richard Chiſwell, 1683.7 with" this long 
Ticle : The Doctrine of the Church of Englapd concerning the Lonb's 
Dax, or Sunday Sabbath, as it is laid down in the Liturgy, Catechiſm, und 
Book of Homilies, vindicated from the vulgar Errors of modern Writers 
and ſettled upon the only proper and fure Baſis of Gop's. Precept oo Amn, 
and patriarchal Practice. Where an Effay is laid down to provesthat che 
patriarchal Sabbath inſtituted, Gen. ii. 7 celebrated before the ' Moſaic Law, 
and reinforced by the fourth Precept of the Decalogne, was the ſame Day of 
the Week, viz. Sunday, which Chriſtians celebrate in Memory of the Per- 
fecting of the Creation of the World, by the Redemption, of Mankind. 

1 find another well recommended Writer (quoted before) 19 w uing, / 

TY Dq ob's 
Reſt, than the laſt Day which Aſeſes made his Sabbath. 3 For fuppoſe a 
Pay of Reſt orderly obſerved from the firſt Creation of the World, and 
* then we muſt conclude, That which was in common and verſal 
„U, was molt likely to be Gap's ſeventh Day. For When Nimrod (wh 
te was alſo called Belus and Baa!) began to worſhip the Hoſt of Heaven, 
< and ſet up Ieolatry; (whoſe Practice the other Potentates of Aria and 
© Chaldga after followed;) what Day do we think it is moſt reaſonable to 
a imagine 


But let that ba as le will; the Heats Bing 
eyery where * oe ay to ere their l. 

olatrous, Purpoſes, and Beving devote it to, the 
Y great dl , cb un 08 dan tlicrefor 
reak off che Iſtaclieiſp Nation more effettually 


from 1dolsy and from the atbhen and "Egyptian 


Superſti ions, it was fit they could go into a 
Tits Oppeſitio to them, in the Day ſer apart 
for their x 
as others, they muſt keej 
Heathen World obſtrved t 


"Saturday, when the 


t thenrefted the ſeventh; ſo Mofos would have them 
Worſhip the great Creator of. all Things, on rh 


Day, which, according t the Egyptian Computa: 
tion, was then called thie aneh Day of the Weth. . 


By chis meaus chey wers fot at a great Diſtance 
from the Worſhip bf Idolaters; and were not to 
ages any. — with them fo much as 
25 at and 
And, s, it muſt be acknowledged, was lirtle 

enough: 0 1 the Jes from falling in with 
che Jaelatrous Nations ro end our them. 
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oh — a be freed for ths undi of chit dier God, the Sang 
ct bur ths Day which ven Partiatchs had in the higheſt and greats 


1 Lacan, This no doubt 1 e ſeventh Day, | 45 ing tO 1 = 
unt, hn Goh dt iff : And were ih 45 made ibis 
cc Day ible Hg Sunday. 


the Creatiorl, de deferthiried c 2 but only to ſhew, that | 
the charge of the Day in Maſes's ime 115 ich che 20 5 
taal Obligation of che ern f itutios, atid | Hay | the "Change made | 


And they -wete by this . have taking at- All to do Ai the Hi 


Ries antd holy D; Butt nfs 2 ab an bathe” 3 * L | 


them, a Ae Abe 686 
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e Reſt. F ol this Reafon, as Well 
e Day they called Su. 


day. And in a Way analogous to the firſt Saba 
bath, as Gop created the World in fix Days, and 


Day of their tief Solemnities *. 


not lay an Swweſ⸗ apon this, ws If if ths peaks Þ 1 ces 5 Reſt, t 
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- bur Lo KD. qu Chriſt. 31 
for a; ike. reaſon, the great SAviour' of 
the orld. ab oliſhes t 6 Neben Sabbath, that he 
may 7 5 Firſt Daz ot the Werk. This 
he did very, agrecably o Man's frf beginning and 
meaſuring. of Time, ad Appears from whut is ſaid 
before. ut, not to ĩnſiſt ii 
now faid, our Lon n made chis Change, for a like 
Reaſon with, that, which: occaſioned: the /evenrh 


Day of the Week being kept holy under the Law. 


For CHRIST: Was now to 'abotlith- every ching 
that Was ritual and ceramom u in the Law of 


Moſes... 2 9 { 111 


So that as Moſes intended by the Dns of Wor- 
ſhy Tips and the Ordinances he appointed, to deſtroy 
root out Idulatry, and to Keep the Jeu from 


all Heathenifh Superſtition; in like manner our Sa- 
viour would have his Followers freed from the 
Noke of the. Jewiſh. ceremonial Law, and” from 

For when the 
Sballyn /t muſt be 


their typical way of Worſhip. 
Subſtance was come, Byes 
done away. And, therefore, becauſe the Jews 


were moſt, ceremonious in their Behaviour on the 
ſeventh Day, and moſt of their ritual Olen nan. 
ces were on that Day, it was highly expedient the 


Day of Reſt and religious Service ſnould be chang- 


ed. For as long as the ſeventh Day was kept by 


them in ſuch a ceremonious manner, as we * it 
was at the firſt. Publication of the 'Goſ pel, there 
was no probability of Chriſtiatity e in 
its Purity, 81 pitituality, and Liberty. But by our 


Saviour's lying in the Grave all the Jewiſh: $46- 
was now to loſe its. 
all thoſe ceremonial © 


bath, he thewed, That D. 
diſtinguiſhitis Honour an 
Rites and Obſeroauces, which were ſuperſtitiouſ- 
ly attended tog were to be gur ied as his Body then 


was, and all were to be aboliſnhed in him. And 


— that very Time, he appointed the Ft ey 
29 


ther on that; I have 
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32 De Sabbath alteted, + 
of every Week, to be obſerved 8 of loky ; 
Reſts by all his Piſciples and Followers. 
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SE'CTTON' I. 
1 7 bot given tor. this change of the Sabbath. 


| IT, is certaigl a. very dat crems:thang-ao maks) 
1 the neceſſit 2 2 80 Workip, and the Au- 
thority of he Lord's-day, depend upon: human 
Orders and ' Cuſtoms. F ory: ( (as Dr. Prideaux ar- 
gues in a Book publiſhed long ago): what would 
it affect Men that are buſied about Farms, and 
Merchandiſe, and Domeſtict Afairs, to tell them 
of an buman Inſtitution ! Would they not caſily 
ſet at nought all that could be — 4 in ſuch a 
way? Would not prophane Men  cafily diſpenſe 
with their abſenting themſelves from wn and 
Preaching, and give themſelves free leave of doing 
or neglecting any thing, were there not ſome- 
thin . in Scripture, Which ſhould bind the 
Conſcience more than any human Appointment? 
To this therefore let us look, and conſider what 
Evidence we have, of the firſt Day in every 
Week ng appointed. to be kopt holy, under: the 

af 

alc E This! is plainly determined. by the Actions Ke 
eur bleſſed Saviour on this Day, and the diftingaiſh+ 
ing Honour he put upon it. 

Actions do certainly make a 3 where they. F 
ſufficiently publiſh the Mind and Will of the 
hey Iver, 4 well as Words. The Signals given 

rince, or General, are a Law to a whole. 
ye And there are alſo certain Actions and 
Cuſtoms, in Parliaments, and Courts of Judg- 
ment, 


erer Bodies of Men, which 

of a Law to them, and are con- 
ſtantly obſerved yy complied with. The Sig- 
nals from 
(as before was ſhew'd) firſt made it a Law to keep 
a Day of Refi, after fix Days Labour. This Law 
was not put into Words till many Ages after: 
But Gon ſhewed Man what was his Pleaſure, by 
his on reſting on the ſeventh Day, and ſanftify- 


Hirſt Day of the Week by ſuch Actions, as made 
it the: moſt memorable Day, and the breit to de 
devoted to Exerciſes of Religion. 


On this Day, He roſe from the nur. rin x. 
Dead; and by that amazing Act of 


Power, he gave undoubted Proof of his being 
ptures all along teſtified, Thar the 
from the Dead. 9 — Action, there: 


fore, marked out the Day on which i it r 
2s moſt fit to be 


according to the Directions of Him who was de- 
ute, gave Aſſurance to his Feen, that he 


ner. CHRIS ended all his Labours and Pains for 


Work, he roſe tor our Juſtification and Glorit 
cation. | 


4 Our Lond Foſus Chriſt. * 


aven, at the Crratin of the World, 
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ing and bleſſing that Day. In like manner, when 
Gop was manifeſt in our Fleſh, he ſignalized the 


indeed that Prophet who was to come into the 
World, and to ſettle all things. For the Scri- 


Meſſiah was to ſuffer, and to riſe Lake wir. 46. 
xſerved in worſhiping Goo; 
ſince that n be, from thenceforward, 


| clared to be the Son of Gon with Pour, by the 
Reſurrection from the Dead. This, beyond "all [Dif 


ad a Power to bleſs what Day he ſhould ſee fit, 
for their aſſembling together i in a religious Sha 2 


our ſakes, and having finiſhed all his One 
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the ſiuſt Day of the Week Chriſt ſnewed himſelf 
to them after his Reſurrection, once and again at 


18 


chence, was the fiſticch Day, 1, 8. 15, 22, 29, 36, 43> 50. 
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On this Day. he chooſes. to met his Diſciples 
alſo, and to biet them; and by theſe Actions fur. 


the Diſciples were aſſembled on 


5 SY 


dhe ſtated Return of that Day. He 
kn xx-19, 26, brightned this Day with his ſpecial 


Preſence; he enriched it with the 


nobleſt Gifts; and he made it memorable bythe 
moſt. Aignal Bleſſings. He then laid his /nfirafion; 


before his Diſciples, breathed on them, and {poke 
Peace to them, and gave them /enfible Demonſtra- 
tions of his being alive from the Dead, and living 
for their ſakes and for their Salvation. He plain- 
ly carried their Attention, from every other. Day, 
to this, as above all others remarkable. 
Another moſt amazing Action on this Day, 
Was, the ſending of the Hor v 


den a., Onder #, Then'did he gloriouſh 


appear, with whom and by whom 


all ſpiritual Gifts and Graces are conferr'd. He 
then deſcended, on the Apaſtles, to teach them; 
and he did Wonders on the Hearts of others, to 


convert them. The very firſt time of the Sy1- 
RIT'S appearance, a vaſt Aſembly was converted, 
and a very numerous Church was Born in a Day: 
On this Day St. Peter preach'd that Sermon, which, 
by the '/powerful-Influences' of the Holy Ghoſt, 


| of 6 
N 1 
_— 
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% B is there ſad, whit dee , Pentecoſt was Full, come, i. e. the . 


tieth Day after the Reſurrection of Chrift,, As che Diſciples were allem- 
bled the firſt Day of the Week, when Jesvs came and flood in the midli of 
themy immediately after his, Refurre&ion; (Jam. xk. 19.) ſo it was evi 
derichy the firſt Day of the Week, when the Hoy Guosr alſo found oY 
aſſembled all with one accord in one Place, and ſhed his miraculous Gifts 


them. The Day of CarisT's Reſurrettion being the fir ff of thoſe biry, from 
whence we are to computę to che Day of Pentecoft:f there was juft ſeven 


Weeks from one Day to the other: The firf Day of the eighth Week from 


Won 


by our LORD Jeſus Chriſt, 3; 


won over three thouſand Souls to be Diſciples of 
| Jesus. IR Sin! 3 eis znr HUNNO 5 Fr gy 2 

| x 4 r 83 TW OE. TY x : re, {5 
ſo highly:bJ2/ing it, has plainly pointed it out for 


religious Service. If the Creator's' blefling a ſe- 
venth Day made it obſeryed at firſt; what ſhall 
we ſay to ſuch multiplied and rich Bleſſings, as 
thoſe which have mark'd our the Chriſtian Sab- 
zath? Such Actions muſt be owned, as fully to 
declare and expreſs the Will of Heaven, as any 
Declaration in Morus could do: And theſe have 


more Force than a bare Precepft. 


2. The Apoſtles, by the infallible Direction and 
Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, did interpret theſe 
Adlions ſo, as to obſerve this Day for their religious 
ne ov ing lt only boi Tg, 
As Moſes ſettled the Matters of the Jewiſh 
Worſhip: and Tubernacle, ſo the Apoſties were to 
ſettle the Orders of the Goſpel Church. Their 
leaving upon Record, therefore, what was their 
Practice under the Guidance of the bleſſed Sp1- 
RIT, certainly ſhews what was the Will of Gop 
in this Matter. Now they expreſly tell us, that 
they met together on the fit Day of the Week, 
to celebrate the (Sacrament, and ro 


hear the Word of Gop. Upon rhe Ad m7, 


firf Day of the Week, when the Dis © © 
ciples came together to break Bread, Paul preathed 

unto them: Hence it was, that the 
firſ® Day of the Week, when the 1 Cor. i. 1, 24 


Churches were aſſembled, was ap- | 
pointed as theproper Timefor their charitable Col- 


lections at Corinth z they being then in the beſt frame 
for ſuch Services, and having the beſt Opportu- 
nity. The Churches of Catia are mentioned 
alſo as exemplary. in this Matter. And from the 


Apoſtolical Appointment 1 thoſe Church- 


2 C85 


36 1 * Sabbath altered, 


cs, we may conclude that the 8 uin was b. 
ſeryed by other Churches. 


: : * 


The Apoſtles there 


[ 


fated] * hee and by the Holy, G oft bein 
directed to ſet apart 1 8 Ir te ati 
for the Exerciſes of R ügion, Charity, a 


Ke ure, 5 5 — bs Gop ir haye i it 1 55 di- 
He and obſerved... MAE 
AED. e expreſly called th Kc I 6D 
6b Figgs Dax. A Term that is not applied 
do any other thing in the New Te- 
ſtament, but to the Sacrament of CHRIST'S Body 
and Blond, which is called the 
Him ed., . Lonp' 8 Supper. IF we EX lain the 


4 0 lin 7 this Day the Lorp CINE denotes his 

icular i. and appointing of it, as he 

rdinance of his Supper *, And it de- 

clares 1909 ecial Signification which he intended 

115 of to his Church, and determined 

the conſtant ſerting apart this Day for his Wor- 
ſhip and Service. 

_ Hence it is, that the firſt Writers after the 
Apoſtles ſpeak of this Da 5 as appointed and fixed 
for the Chriſtian Aſſemblies by CHRIST Himſelf. 
Arnobius, and with him a Train of Expoſitors, 
underſtand that Text in Fſal. cxviii. 24. as ſpeak- 
ings of this yy W it the Day wo oy 
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LoRD 
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| 0¹ : havin g interp preted u 
Ations of our Saviaur On. ! Bay Fo 1910 meet 


— Ct 5 in hand pt be 


one of theſe Places by the other, then 


—. way 


% 
by our LoRD Jeſus Chriſt. 37 


WIVAY 


LoRD himſelf Fes made, and therefore to be re- 
Apen and*kepr holy. l | 
We rom the Scriptures bete Pr oduced, it plain- 
by c e pears, thar the Obſervation of the Fit Day 
the Week is not 4 ore Buman Tradition; ſince 
* is ſo Expreſly tecotde in the Word o "Truth, 
chat CH RIST 79/ fon the Dead, arid met his 
Diſciples, and lee chem, on this Day; and 
ſent His infallible Spirit to g ritt and The 
by his guidance, ſet ettled an appointed Thi to be 
the Day of their conſtant 2 Nenbling for religious 
Worſhip; and thereupon 1 24 diſtin gaiſhed | it, 
by the Name of the Lon D- DAV. Ns IN: 
"i after this, any will add the aniver/al . Proc 
tice of the Chriſtian Church from the 'Time. of 
the Apoſtles, as a Proof of this Settlement being 
made in their Days, and by their expreſs: Orders, 
[ readily join in the Argument. But if the Prac- 
tice of the Church be pleaded by any, ſo as r 
make the Obſervation of the Loxy's-Day de end 
only upon —_ Authority; here I appreh 
they do y injure zhis Day; and diſcredit the 
Law of Gag by e and abrogating 
the Fourth Commandment; and they make 5 mo juſt 
Diſtinction betwixt buman Ti ragigjon, and divine 
Revelation. © | 


** IE 
1 = 2 * 2 <w—» -S- 
” X n * 
= A \ n * _ 
Et, F © N 
3 ä OS 
=_ — * * 


. 3 
CS 

1 b 
2s 4 
-. 

iy 

4 
* [7 
4 


| 5 1 o : 7 
1 


ereeteeteeetetbeeetef, $95 


SECTION. III. 


It was no > Inj ury to the Fourth Contranitent;: 70 
male ſuch a ee of the Day as that before- 
mentioned. 


O would chink by ſome Men's Wag 
that the Fourth, W e could not be 
D 3 preſerved, 
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ſerved, and the ee the ue 7 
Sit 55 Whereas it d ident ap. 


{erved and kept Hol 


etter and-Sznſt of this Law 
(as was Hrgely ſhewr in tht De Chopien of py 
Treatiſe) that the Commandment has ſtifſl the 
ſame weight and force when applied to the frft 


Day of-the-Week;' that it had when applied to 


* lafi. Six Days are ſtill allowed to worldly 


Labour, and the ſeventh devoted to buly Ref, ace 


cording to the expreſs. wording of the Command. 
That there — a new and poſitivr Prec. 


given by CHRIST, for Men's devo 


Lau was neceſſary to keep it in force, and to main- 


rain the Authority: of ir. This ſtood as a part of 
that Hav Which CHRIST came, vor 10 deflroy, buf 
to eiforce and fulfill. And it was no Diſparage- 


ment to the fourth Command, for the Lord of 


the Sabbath to ſet the Day of Neite the begin- 
ning of the Week, which for ſome Ages had been 


fer at the cloſe of it. 


Whether the ſeventh Day of Moſes was ths. 
patriarchal ſeventh Day or not, yet it is evident, 


the Reaſon aſſigned for the oblervance of the 


Jews Sabbath, was peculiar to the Jewiſh Nati- 


on. & That which determined: the ſeventh Day, 


« as fixed in xvi. of Exodus, after {1x .Days Las + 
„ bour, to be the Jewiſh Reſt, was their Re- 

<« demption out of Egypt ; and the overwhelm- 
cc ing. of Pharaoh and his Hoſt in the Red. Sea; 


« which was upon this very Day. The Exam- 
« ple of the Creation was a reaſon for fanctifying 
e on 8 in ſeyen, but the Defignation of his 


2 L ſeventh 


ting a 55005 : 
part of their time to Gon, was for this plain 
Reaſon: Becauſe there was 9 nee of it; that 
being already fixed by an indelible, and bever-te- 
3 — Law. It would have made the % 
0 appear more in fi Mcient, to ſay, that a fre ef _ 
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cc feyenth Day was from their wonderful Deliver- 
« ance b. This Will appear very plain to any 
watchful: unprejudiced Reader, if he conſidets 
what is ſaid af Gon bleſſing his ſeventh Day at 
the Creation df the World, which is inſerted in 
the Fourth Commandmenr: And then turn to 
what is laid conoetning the Obſervation of the 
ſeventh Day as appointed by Moſes; for. which a 
my Remember thai tha wa à Servant in the 
Land. F Egypt, and that the LoRD thy GOD 
| brought t bee -0u4-thenc e, 7 br” mighty Hand and 
by..a' fretcbed-put Arm Therefore the Lord thy 
Gop commanded thee to keep the Sabbath-day : 
That is, the Day then fixed for their Sabbath. 
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Bp. Patris Commentary, quoting” and referring to 8 Diſcdurſe of 
A, « : \ 


* 
Mr, SIS. 2 il 1 1 1 TOA * ths 6s 
So alſo the Book before quoted' (printed for Chifwell) news, that the Fowth 
frem the Application: of it to 


Commandment in the wenden alogue; was different fron | 
the Jews ſeventh Day in the Vth c r Bat that Book being 
written to prove that the Bay of Reſt, now obſerved by Chriſtians, is ber- 


tainly the very fone Dax of the Werk on which Gop refed at che Greatin ;. 
this View hath to e 


* 


carried, thar Writer into many Miſtakes, for Which Pr. 
Wotton in his late miſullateens: Diſcetsrſes, tee his bee Den. But it is 
a Miſtake alſo of Dr, Mötron to ſpeak of bim as ſingnlar in this Opivion- 
For Pr. N. Homet had labonred that Point in ad Effay publiſk'd 1673. 
which was written on purpoſe to prove that our An rs or Smd is 
the yery fame Day of the rd which was anciently obſerved, before 
Ifrael's coming out ef Eg pb 


th by Jer and Genrile, and after that by the 
on; it being ſufficient to recommend t * cation 


) have given of the 
* Commandment; that it is n was — _— 
Day from the Creation; when Moſes delivered his Law. For Which reaſon 
Be Ceed is worded 105 55 * req In gene the ſroenth Part of Titkes 
and that:only, Bur Moſes applied that gene to the lt Day of che 
Week, according to the then Computation, for Regſdns abovementioned. that 
were peculiar to the Jews. And if we fall in with thoſe that ſappoſe Moſes 
thanged the Day from what it was in ee vet the An- 
thority of the Burtn Commakd: as founded upon the firſt Law of the Sab- 
bath at the Cteation; ſtands firm, provided it àppet tat ſuch à Change Was 
by Commiſſion from Gon. ; And of this we haye full Proof in the Miracle 
of the Manna as it is related in Exod. xvi. tat Moſts Was owhied of G ov. 
ROTO 2B DET 7 
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In uke manner, and\for's much greater ceaſon; 
_ Alteration made td the ff Day — 
we Feng be of Go It w ori by 
ad'unwuiidoubred Right and Power, 
to commeneb 4 fer bning df Dayle And 
es the . — 
2 of 81 Days for 7 
4 Toda forme oy as in former Times 


iv applied to tlie Day of the Jutuiſi Qomipu- 
tation geln their: ——— og 
1-7 Further! ;*:Jetit- be (carefully conſidered, that 
--OrmisT*ameto be the Saviour of orber Nations, 
and not of the Fows only. And if rhoſd of ſeve- 
ral Nations be brought to obſerve che Inſtitüti- 
ons, and to worſhip according to the Directions 
of phe *Go/pel, there muſt be Alterations made 
ener 3 becauſe of the different Days which 
were obſerved amotig Jeu and: Gentiles. This 
Hall of Partition, as well as others, muſt there- 
forte de taken down-and \removed : There muſt 
be but one She2pfold, and one Shepherd and Bi- 
op of Souls. Conſider then, whit was ſaid of 
52 — computing Days and: Weckt hyfore 
125 ing of the Za ; and then think on the 
R aſſigned for aboliſhing the CR — 
Laib; and you will ſee the Wiſdom of 'the 
Tawgiver is very conſpicuous in determinin ing, 2 — 
athis Eaw, as it muft now extend to all'Nations, 
and pontinue Ae Eud of the World, ſhould be 
applied to the rf Day, rather chan 0 the laf 
Day of the Peet. i uit et 
This Alteration was brou: br FO without 
any Di iſturbance to the AE cher of King- 


the Week, as b rom that Phraſe uſed * 
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—_— "this. was, the Pradtice for: foro. time, 
till the Exerciſbs of Religion were all: gradually 
carried from om Day to the other, and then ge- 
i nerally.zorfined to. the; fußt Day of the: Week. 
Thus Gon Was pleaſed: to conduct the Piety of 
the firſt Chriftriansy prudently to ſettle and f this 
- Matter, ſo as that the Computation of the Fourth 
Commandment might take place again as ſoon as 

poſſible every 7 — iz. fix Days for 1 
and one only. in ſeven for Religious Reſt;'4 rop- 
ing the Jewiſb, and eſta bliſhing tho Chriſtian 
N _ cbſerved, Od Days _ e | 
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v 2 to acquieſee i in this og wk ae. 
. the Fourth Commandment Funn to it. 
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NN Hatever 1 there n might ſeem to 
VV œbe in the firſt Attempt to . the Day 
of Reſt; That being long ſince n over; T is 
now exactly according to the Command, Tan us 
to go on as we find things ſettled. And the adore 
ſenſible we are of the Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs of Gop in eſfecting ,this: Change, and 
in the Reaſons of it, the more oat we m_— 


to Hall in 2 with it. 
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ning Type. 0 
e Redeem» 
1 00 10 57 a Abriß do look Rs > 1 5 therefore the 
& Shadow. is now made void by the coming of 
* the. Subſtance, the Relation is changed, and 
9 0p i is no longer to be worſhiped an believ- | 
ed in as a Gob foreſhewing and <p | by. 
00 Types, but as a Gon who hath performed the 
al Subſtance of what be; prom omiſed, . And this is 


67 : that whic Paul means, when 
cc. cal [7 16, 17. be faith, Let 10 ¶Man judge you + 
6. . (henceforth) in rgſpect of a Feaſt 


6 Day, Mr > way or Sabbath-Days, which were | 
*a Snow of good, things ee ee e 0 

The ſeventh Ba ay after fix Days 1 PS 
Law of the Creation. To Do Saturday that 
—— * is the e Law © of f tho Jew 6 for R Rea- 
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2 — 12 5 before affign Sig tha make 5 
rp "of the Werk the Sabbath, is the 
hriftuns, for I Laſer unf h Be. 
— tho Which & tmiined Sathurt o to be tl 5 


n Ifen 118 


fon 


He mull; Merce, Be ewe ily per. 
verſe, and- unreaſonable" Nan, who Will % %, 


the Chriſtian Inflitiition after fo much'is ig | 


engage his religions Regards to it. All things are 
100 fo, as that th the Creatar, An Ne . 
deemer, may be glorified on this Day. And the 
Rleſfings o "Both may now be derived « on all fir in⸗ 
cere and pious Worfhipers. 

All Denommations of Chriſtians are agreed (* 
cepting ſome very cw) in obſerving the Lonbs- 
Day, whatever different Thoughts there may 
be concerning the Grounds! of it. It is become 
the Lat of ' Nations, as well as the univer/at 
Practice of the Chiirch x; So that every Prophan- DP 
er of the Lonp'sDay in theſe Parts of the 

rebe inft the Laws of his Country,. 
as well as offends in the P/ahnif's Phraſe) againſt 
the Ceneration of Gon 's Children. And he evi- 
dently xurns away from his 00% Mercy, who feeks 
his worldly Gain or Pleaſures on this Day, to the 
Contempt of Gop, and his Soul. For =" all 
it profit' a" Mun Jo gain the whole Porld, and loſe 
bis own Fou? Or what will he do, that no- 
ſpends his Days in Idleneſs, or worldly Care, or 
inful Pleaſure, when Gop ſhall call him to ac- 
count for his abuſed Sabbaths? How juſtly will he 
be condemned for ever to Zepar} that. Preſence, 


which he wy to fun? And t to dwell with ibn 
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who ſhall mY end an Eternity i in Weeping, wailing, 
and onafby 7 Teeth, "inſtead of joi ng the bl 


ho here 
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I ſhall not go auy ifaffhte in Pad Gore 
obſervance of this Command at preſent: ny 


eth peil Nd e ſubjos 
by er Puriſhment, who. periſh. om under the Gof- 
pel-means of Salvation than is appointed to ſuch 
as 3 the Law of Moſes. N 
Upon the whole, Tens is now .an;.eftabliſhed MW She 
Pint, that a Day of Reſt bein 5 obſerved 0 
xt the Chriſtian AB as * was from the be- 
ny the World jd the Patriarchs, 

GK dt 


Nations; and the Order aud Compu: 


tation of the Fourth | Cenwenc mn, Al + IN! 
comiplied with; (, Days for Labour, | and the 
ſeventh for holy Reft;) we are obliged, by this 
Command; to go on in the Obſervation of our 
Duy of the Week, s much as the Jeus were 
to keep their, Day. And, on many * 
counts; ou Oblii gations are greater than oy of 
any other Religion in the World. 
We have 4 greater and better Maſter; 3 * Moſes 
being faithful a8 4 Evan, to lead to Chriſt, but 
Ghriſt: being faithfu 
frttle all things. | 
Satvation now to Gänse ente, 1 | 
ifraet from the Slavery and Bo 
Salvation from Sin, Death, and E And 
Gift of the 445 Gho on "this Day makes it a 


other for thoſe 1 ous 
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1 time. 
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yok our Lo * D o Jeſus irie. 
lime: - | Ando ad no more in dis Chapte er; w 
have a better Hope, and fuller: Aſſurances of In- 
mortality and eternal Reſt, at the End leg 
Sabbaths, than ever were . to the I 
ers of any other-Pay of Reſt- 1 
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HN Sabbath; we ate next to know, and 
cConſider well, how Gon would have 
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— bis Sabaths to be kept.” He is ſaid to 


ſanftify the. 4 of bis Reſt ; which fi gnifies, (ac- 
cording to the known Acceptation of = Word) 
a ſeparating - ſuch a Day from all others, and de» 
voting it to ſome boly and good Purpoſes. 
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There muſt be, therefore, a — from all 


worldly. Labours and Employments; no Trade or 
Calling muſt be exerciſed on this Bay. And this 
Leiſure from worldly Buſineſs muſt; be improved 
in Acts of Homage to our Maker and Redeemer, 
and in applying our ſelves, to; ae: Thoughts and 
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46 7. he Lord Day to be obſer ved, 
In this Chapfer, L ſhall explain that :Reft which 


the Fourth Commandment. raquites's And in the 
next, I thalk ihe ene eras 
6d, or rehgiouſhy-irproyeds! 
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5 Explins how We Lane to: eee in in Kae the 


"Ref enjoined by the. Fourth 0 ammand. 


: 8055 far "as the Fourth Command : goes, in ap 
O pointing Ref on the Sabbath-day, it certain- 
_ ly. obliges 4s node, as well as the'Fews '& old. Bur 
if we carefully examine the Expreſſions made uſe 
of, to 8 Re this Reſt,” we thall find 
5 them rfrom obliging us to the RR Wing 
of reſting on their dba. 
It would be weariſome and unpro itakl) here 
o relate the Jewiſh Laws, concerning every May's 
abiding in his Plate, and not going out on the be. 
venth Day: (according to Exod. xvi. 29.) Or to 
{ _ of their Prohibitions and Reſtraints, about 
dreſſing Mear; cleaning, or putting on of Clorbes; 
and a Multirade of other ek which they 
made neceſſary i in the Obſervation of the Moſaic 


Reſt f. Theſe are not bound upon us by the 


I Commandment, but were Nen to the 
. by Laws and 
6 ftitutions of their 071 he 5 Lon of 
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* Their Lit of works 7 on the Sabbath, with the Caſes and De 
minations thereppons: m een at large in the Ai V 

Ti, Seer, 1688. Als in Dr, en 5 Te TH jon of the whole 
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ſtand the Reſt Go apf 


mediately 


1 do Trade, Art, or Oc 


lowed on the / Days 


Nee af 4 Day of Reſt: 8 r p 47 
the Sabbath has taught us ro under 
red, AS (mai _ 


being made for Man anden Man 1 DOT 
for that Reft. And he Freed his Di- 
ciples in the Days of his Fleſh, Lake vi. begin- 


from thoſe traditionary "Laws, and ft. 1855 1 
Are 9 which the 7. | 
Jews laid a mighty Streſs upon. 

If we coul this Reſt as it is explained i in the 


Body of the Fourth Commandment, it is to be 


underſtood of * aſide all ſecular Employments, 
and Week-Day Labours in any Calling, that we 

on the ſeventh Day turn all our Thoughts 
1 Hearts to God, and vet in him. I know, the 


expreſs Words of the Cominand are, Thou Halt 


wot $7 any Mort, or all thy Wort. But we muſt 
conſider this Clauſe with the Clauſe which im- 
goes before it. There it is ſaid, fx 
Days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy Mort; or 
cupation. For thar is 
ry un” Senſe and Meaning of the Hebrew 
Wal there tranſlated Fork. And then it 
follows, - on the ſeventh Day, which is the Sab- 
bath of the-Lorp-thy Cop, thou ſhalt not do any 


Work, that is of thy proper Wect-Day Bufineſs 


and Employ! ment. Or, according to the literal 


rendring, 'Thou ſhalt not do all thy Fork, as is al- 


juſt beforementioned. The 
Ban, a ane of Te: I © in this 
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$1 Sh 1dr i in his © de on the Root ce tell us, the Rabbbnk 
take MIR for Art or Vocation, and in the Plural for Arts and Call 


ings. And by his Conſtruction, Montarns has corrected Pagnine s Trans 


lation of the Bible. Where Pagnine has it, nom factes iomne opus; Montawns 


turns it, uo facies mem functionem, Deut. v. 14. Where Pagnine faqs, 
omnia ſacitns epus in dis Salbati; it is to be read according to Marranus, em- 


5 apiſucium in die ceſſatienis, &. Exod. xxki. 15. n many other 
es | | 
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48 The Lords Day to be obſerved, 
Branch of it, isz © Thou ſhalt not follow any re 
cc Trade, or worldly, Employment whatſoever, whe- 20 
cc ther it be Labour of the Body, the Hands, or ba 
cc the Head, which on other Days is purſued for IM I 

C che ſake of worldly Enjoyments, and to pro- 

“ vide for this bodily dying Life. h 
According to this Explication, the Caſe of the MW © 
Man foned to Death for gathering Sticks on the 55 

Sabbath Day, is to be judg'd of by us. He was A 
gathering Wood to uſe in the Way of his Occu- 7 
pation, or to pile it up for Sale in the Camp, as 
our moſt learned Expoſitors conclude. Becauſe 2 
what is rendered in our Tranſlation gathering 4 
Sticks, is rendered by others (and was the Senſe 10 
of the ems *) binding up Sticks, as they do that ; 

faggor them. And that none might dare after that n 

Time to purſue their worldly Gains, or follow TN 

their worldly Buſineſs on this Day, the firſt Trane 


greſſor of this kind was ordered to be toned. ps 
The Commandment, thus explained, obliges * 
Chriſtians as well as Jews; but the ceremonious 2 
Pollutions, and the many little infignificant things, is 
and ſome very needful and proper things to be put 


done, which the Jews counted a Breach of their 
Sabbath, are no Ways obliging to us. Fey were p 
not made of ſuch Importance by the Fuurth Con- 
mandment, but by other Laws purely ceremonial, 
or by the Traditions of their Elders and Rabbins. 
"If the Word tranſlated [Work] in the Fourth || 1 
Commandment, be interpreted as I have now F 


| ; upe 

ſhewed is the Fe and proper Conſtruction of it, of 
this will ſoon determine many Debates which there C0 
The Jews tell us, Ichis Man's Name was Zeſepbebad, who (in Num. our 
XxVV. 3.) 2 faid to 45 in bis own Sin, Which was (in' their Account) and 


this Profanation of the Sabbatb. See Patrick's Comment ou Namb, xv. 
„ ES —_—_ | pou 


4 a Day f Reſt. 4s 


are about the Manner of obſerving the Sabbath 3 
and will remove many rn Scruples which 
have ariſen in the Minds of ſome good People. 


| 7 the 1 Benefit fit now to be made of this 


ay, and the Devotion of it, to which the Reſt 
appointed muſt be ſubſervient. And therefore all 
thoſe things are allowed to be done, that are re- 

iſite to fit us for the more chearful and profit- 

ble Attendance on the Exerciſes of Religion. 
A little thing, that may be done without altering 
the Frame of the Mind toward Gop, and with- 
out employing our Thoughts: and Concern much 
about it, ſhould raiſe no Scruple in us. Things 
neceſſary ſpeak for theniſelves, and ate allowed by 
all. Works of. Government toward thoſe tinker 
our Direction, and Care of the Creatures that e 

in our Keeping and Power, (as our Saviour 
ticularly inſtances in watering the Ox and the 4) 3 
are alſo determined by the Goſpel very fit to be 
done. And all Works of Mercy and Compaſſi 
to our Fellow-Creatures; where we are 2 pu 
attend on them or help them, do well accord with 
the general Notion 5 this * s Reſt. All are 
put to ogether in this Latin V 


*. 


Parva, neceſarium, res publics, res 2 ben. It 


an Werks of \Biely are the very Baſinef o 


the Day, as I ſhall ſhew hereafter; and therefore 


all Works tending thereto are alſo to be looked 
upon as conſiſtent with the Reſt Gop requires: 
Such as trave ng or walking to the Place of 
God's publick Worſhip; clothing our ſelves in 
a Matias that is decent, and fit to appear in Pub- 
lick; and doing thoſe things thas are needful to 
our own Health, and to the Health, Comfort, 
and good Order of our — Families: a | 

| : d — 


30 The Lords Day to be obſerved, 
things as theſe, provided they take not up too 


great a Proportion of our Time, and too great a 


| Share of our Concern, (ſo as to 1 the Ser- 


vices of Religion, or am us in. them) are no 


Tranſgreſſion of the Fourth Command. Thus 
Hands the Notion of this Reft. in general. 


SECTION II. 

Particular Proofs from Scripture of Men's being 
forbidden to exerciſe their Trades on the Sab- 

_ bath. i e tt 87 0 


NINCE it is enjoined by the Fourth Command- 
O ment, That Men ſhould do no Manner of 
Trade, nor Work of their particular Callimgs, on 
the Sabbath; this is to be more fully inſiſted on, 
and muſt be eſteemed as a Matter of perpetual Ob- 
ligation. If we conſult other Parts of Scripture, 
we ſhall find ſeveral Trades particularly mention- 
ed, and expreſly forbidden on the Sabbath. - 
Thoſe Employments (for inſtance) are forbid- 
den, which relate to the providing of Food, or o- 
ther Refreſhments for our Bodies. Thoſe, who 
by their Callings are Tillers of the Ground, or 
Providers of Corn and Wine, and ſuch things as 
are neceſſary for the Suſtenance, as well as Delight 
of others, muſt forbear their Mee Day Labours 
on the Sabbath. It is particularly 
Exod. xxxiv.21, mentioned of old; Six Days thou 
TI alt work, but on the ſeventh Day 
thou ſhalt roſt; in earing Time and in Harveſs thou 
Jews, if we look to their Explications of it; 
but as it refers to any one's Trade or Weet Day 
; | Calling 


* „ 


22. 


©» © 


Calling, it does. In the Book of 

V ehemiah, it is ſaid, In thoſe Days Chap. xiit; 15. 
faw I in Judah, ſome treading Wine : 
Preſſes ou the Sabbath, and bringing in Sheaves, and 


». 


lading Aſſes, as alſo Wine, Grapes, and Figs, and 

Now, if thofe Trades muſt not be exerciſed, 
which conſiſted in the fir? gathering and provid- 
ing of theſe things; much. leſs can thoſe Employ- 
ments be pleaded for, which conſiſt in furnithing 
our Delicacies and' Entertainments from theſe Pro- 
viſions. People may, no doubt, dreſs and pre- 
pare that Food which is neceſſary for their reſpec- 


fore-hand z but no Perſons are to exerciſe their 
Trades on this Day, either in preparing and lay- 
ing in Materials for eating and drinking, or in 
providing and furnifhing out things ready for Uſe, 
ſo as to expoſe them to Sal. 

In this, our on Laws do acknowledge the 
perpetual Obligation of the Fourth Commandment. 
For tho' we are told that Harveſt York has been 
allowed in Eugland on this Day *, upon ſome 
Emergencies; yet the making an extraordinary 


that the general Practice is condemned. 
Again we find, all Trades that conſiſt in hᷣuying 
and /e/ling, and all Manufactures in order thereto, 
are forbidden on the Day of holy Reſt. 
All Merchandiſe, nl alſo the Sellers of all 
kinds of Ware, are expreſly teſtified againſt, in 
the forequoted Chapter of the Hiſtory of Nebe- 
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* Biſhop Taylor ſays, he had found in an old Injunction of Queen Ela 


beth, that Corn may be carried on Sundays, When the Harveſt is ne. 
and haz ar dont. Ductor Dubit. p. 278, 22 | | 
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tive Families on the Sabbath, if it be laid in be- 


Caſe of any thing of that Nature, plainly ſhews 
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Sabbath unto the Children, of . Judab, 4 and i 
lem. Then 1 contende ke N Nobles of Judab, 


2 


4 * Wye very 


5 he Lord's Day to be m—_— 
4903.5 6 3 761 be 45 t Men. of. 18 


ver. 10 17. 40% l herein, hi . brg 1 5 Hibs 608 
all manner 0 2 0h, Id on the 


and ſaid, unto them; 25 evil ine; is this that ye. 
do, and profane the Sabbath-day ? Did. not your Fa- 
thers thus, and did not our Gop bring all this Evil 
bun us, and upon this City? Jet ye. bring more 
7rath upon IIrael, 5) 2 h the abbath. 
Aſter this, when the Merchants, and Sellers of 
all kind of are contented themſelyes to a 


without Jene yet Nehemiah would not re 


l he had driven them from abou 
ver, 20,21 the Walls and Suburbs of the City. 
IPs In this he acted as a good Magiſtrate, 

y to the I. ws and Statutes of the eib 
1 Tho) it is plain, theſe things were 


not peculiar to the Fewiſh Reft, as ſome would 


have ug believe; but have ſtill, by the wiſe Pro- 


videdcs of Gon, been made Laws to other Parts 


of the World. 


| This Reſtraint from Labour and rural | Works, 
and other civil and ſecular Negotiations, is ap- 
pointed by the Laws and Conſtitutions of other 


Nations as well as the Tews. It is enjoined by 


many N al and Imperial Laws, and by- Epiſcopal 


Hoc. We have Collecrions of * theſe Autbori- 
AY fuch as have written for the Obſervarion of 


the Lord's-day, under the Notion of its being an 


human A intment r. When thoſe Teſtimonies 
are conſidered in Conſequence of a Divine Lau, 
great Force; but IN confidered 
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a8 human Laws, N len pity rms them long 
' before they will ſecure the End they are 


enough before they. will Tecu 
„ 
In the fame manner the Laws and Statutes of 
our own. Nation are formed f: Expreſly forbid- 
ding all ſecular” Buſineſs and Merchandiſe, Hunt- 
ing, and other Diverſions ; as alſo journeying and 
abouring with Cazrel, or employing Servants in 
any worldly: Calling and ſervile Employments : 
All which, as the following Sections will further 
thew, is agreeable to that Reft required in the 
Fourth Commandment. ' Thus Gop takes Care 
to perpetuate the Law of the Sabbath, according 
to the aforementioned Explication of it. 
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All farts of | Carriages, and needleſs Travellin for- 
_ biddey on the Lord s-day. Ma, A 


p HE Commandment does not only forbid 
Tr Man's doing any Work or Buſineſs in the 
by Way of his Calling, but it forbids the uſing, or 
a1 WW working of Cattie on this Day. So that there 
muſt be no drawing of Carriages, nor loading any 
of Creature with Burdens, nor appointing them for 
| FJournies, and travelling from Place to Place. 
Theſe things are neceſſarily implied in the Cattel 
" being appointed to reſt on the Sabbath. 
As to Carriages and bearing of Burdens, theſe 
: are not only expreſly forbidden, but a particular 
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7 See an account of the antient Laws of this Kingdom, and alfo the 4&s 
ly of Parliament now in Force, under the fifth Head of T:ftimenies. 
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54 The Lord's Day fo ve obferved, 
Caution i is given, to make ſuch a Prohibition the 


more obſeryed. Thus /airh the Loxn, 


Jem xvii. a, 7ake heed to your ſelves, and bear m 
. burden on the Sabbath-day ; nor brin 

It in by the Gates of Jeruſalem : Neither carry f fork 

Xs SRO out of your Houſes on the Sabbath-day. 

hets were the great Reformers, under 

the che Yew les Diſpenſation; Shs were always moſt 

vehement, and concerned, in calling Men to the 


OBferyance of the moral Law. We find them 


making very light of ceremonial Services, in Com- 
pariſon of moral Duties. Here, therefore, let it 

Je carefully remarked, that with the fame Zeal 
with which they reprove the People for 1dolatry, 
and profane Swearing, and for Murders, and A- 
dulteries, they alſo reprove them for the Profana- 
tion of the Day of Reſt. For this Reaſon, what 
I have quoted from the Prophet, is not to be e- 


ſteemed a Matter of Ceremony merely; ({ome- 


thing that belong'd to the Jews and none elſe; 
but it is (at leaſt to me it is) an Explication and 
Enforcement of the Reſt of the Sabbath, conſi- 
dered as a perpetual Law. _ 

The Rezfon why buying and ſelling, and bear- 
ing Burdens were forbidden, was not a Reaſon 
that paſſerh awsy ; z as in temporary and ceremo- 
nial Obſervances is the Caſe; but it is a Reaſon 
of perpetual Force. In order to attend to ſpiritu- 
al and religious Exerciſes, we muſt forbear thoſe 
Ways of employing ourſelves, which would either 
keep our Bodies from the Dae and ſervice of 
Gor, or unfit our Minds for it. 


The very Thoughts, therefore, of buying and 


ſelling, and conveying Things from 8 to Place, 
ſhou 4 be baniſhed from our Heads and Hearts on 
Gop's Day; as the Buyers and Sellers were, by 
our Bleſſed Lonp, whipt out of the Temple. f 
OF 
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as 4 Day of Reſt. 55 
For the ſame Reaſon it is unlawful to journey 
| on this Day. We are not indeed confined to 
what the Jes called a Sabbath Day's Journey. 
For if our profitable Attendance on the publick 
Worſhip of Gop make it requiſite to go to a 
Place at ſome Diſtance, on ſuch an Occaſion we 
are allowed to travel. But to take Fournies upon 
the Day of God's Reſt, and employ Servants, and 
uſe Cartel, and make the People where Refreſh- 
ments are ſought for live on that Day juſt as the 
do on others, is a manifeſt Breach of the Fourth 
' Commandment. It will not do, for Men to pre- 
tend that they travel only betwixt the Times of 
8 Worſhip, and that they can employ their 
Thoughts very profitably by the way; unleſs they 
could undertake that their Example ſhall have no 
ill effect upon others, nor do any thing to diſcre- 
dit Gop's Law concerning the Obſervation of 
his Day, For he that ſhall break one of the leaſt 
Commandments, and fhall teach Men ſo; (that is, 
make others break it, by what he 10 
does ;) he ſhall be called leaſe in the Mar. v. 19. 
Kingdom of Gon. 5 
In Caſes of Neceſſity, or Mercy, no doubt but 
this laſt, or any of the things aforementioned, 
may be diſpenſed with. But to make a j4/ifiable 
Neceſſity, we muſt be ſure to obſerve theſe fol- 
lowing Particulars. AE IMB e 
4 (I.) It muſt be ſomething very important and 
4 conſiderable in itſelf, and urged by very great and 
good Reaſons. Becauſe the Reaſons for reſting 
on Gop's Day, are very great and important, it 
F is not a light Matter that can over-rule them. 
2 2.) It muſt be a Matter that could not well be 
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? _ contrived before the Sabbath, nor will bear defer- 
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A. CS, 71 
ſhould fall ot en 
done, ir mut beſo? 


not of ſuch Neceſfit as to make, b Juties _ 
Exetciſes of Religio „ to * ol the LANNY 


SECTION W. 
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T ber emp he a reſting or abſtaining 17922 «he ſnl 
t- Diverſions and TRECIFATIONS,. | 


Week; there is much more x 
and bodily Diverſions to be laid aſide. Becauſe 


the Deſi ign of Gop's ſeparating this Day from o- 
thers is more perverted and contradicted, and 
mote hurt is done to Religion, by ſuch a looſe. 
and ſenſual Wa 45 of ſpending Time, than by re- 

he more Men give up themiclves 
to * Pleafures and Recreations, . Fes leſs Re- 


gular Labour 


liſh will the Soul have for Spiritual aud eternal 


Things. Diverfions make the Spirit trifling and 
unge, and give the Fleſh 8 83 | 


fane ati! pollute” the Mind; and, they ſet the 


Heart againſt that Reverence and Seriouſneſs which 


becomes a Creature doing Homage to its Maker, 
and king, the moſt Important. Bleſſings from 


bim: 


'\« -” Thatof the Prophet Jab, mult 
Ch. Pi 14. PT ak de Ans; to the Day of 


Gon 8 Re in general, and not mere- 
3 — ly 


F lawful Work hq" Labour. muſt u not tb: bel. 
"lawed on this Day, as on te ji ix. Days of the 
on for all Sports 
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ly to che Jewhiſt way of keeping their.Sabbatha; 
finding thine own Pleaſure, nur ſpeaking thine. own. 
Werds Thi plain Reaſon, of the thing makes 


| Hence its, that ſh 4s would make our or. 
ſervation of a Sabbath, as Chriſtians, to be only 


a human Appointment and Conſtitution, yet have 


declared againſt all Plays, and Sports, and vain 
Feaſting, and Drinking, and looſe wanton Conver- 
ſation on this Day *. Since it is a Day intended 
to prepare Men for their heavenly Refs, it muſt ap- 
pear to common Reaſon, exceedingly inconſiſtent 
and diſagreeable, for any to give up themſelves 
to ſenſual Frolicks and Entertainments. 
« Such is the Reverence (ſays one) due to the 
« publick Exerciſes of Devotion, that they re- 
C quire not only a ceaſing from other Works and 
« Thoughts for the time of the Performance, 
but alſo a decent Preparation beforehand, chart 
“ ſo our Thoughts and Affections which are na- 
* turally bent upon the World, and not eaſily -- 
“ withdrawn from it, may be raiſed to a Diſpo-- : 
« ſition befitting ſuch ſacred Employments..” --, 
And the fame may be ſaid for Men's Retirement, 
and Recollection of things afterward. il. 
I find a remarkable Paſſage quoted by another 
Writer, from Biſhop Andrews, on this head. & Te 
keep the Sabbath in an idle manner, he ſays, is 


« Sabbatum boum & aſinorum] the Sabbath of 
I rn 
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* Biſhop Taylor in his Caſes of Conſcience, tho? he makes the Lords 
Day to be merely of Eccleſiaſtical! Comſtitution, yer ſpeaks much againſt theſe ' 


things, and produces many Authorities from others, Tertall, Apol. c. 42. 
St. Auſtin, lib. de decem Totals, e. 3. The Council of Toledo, can. 33. 
The Edic of Les and Axtbemins. See alſe the Authorities at the End of 
ws Treatiſe. 5 4 as NX eo 
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58 The Lords Day. ta be obſerved, 


* Oxen and Aſſes. 6 o keep the Sabbath in a 
& jocular N ee Pls and Sights, or 2s 
&« 720 faith, 4 Cards and Commeſſ ations, 
ce this 01 tin FS deen aurei Vi mul} bo 


c“ Sabbath of the 550 . ut to kee 
« Sabbath in Su citing runkenriels 15 
„ Chamberin and, 00 e this 1 15 Nee _ 
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Fry became fo Holy af ES ' Nullam habe 


ſpem ſalutis . quem ad intemperantiam medicu; 
Bortatur. o hope is left of that fick Man's 
0. recovering his Health, whole Intemperance is 


promote by the Phyſician that ſhould cure 
« him.” But I would hope this is not imputcd 
to us as a national Sin, becauſe there are others 
who have born a conſtant Teſtimony againſt thoſe 
looſe and diſorderly Proceedings. And many good 
Laws alſo are enacted of a contrary Nature. And 
many royal Proclamations have been iſſued out. 
And many Perſons are yearly convicted, and pu- 
niſhed for the Profanation of this Day, by the 
Societies for Reformation of Manners; who de- 
ſerve great Regards and Encouragements from al 
good Chriſtians on this Account. 
Our Delights on this Day ſhould be ſpiritud 
and intellectual, like thoſe of Angels, to whole 
bliſsful Aſſembly we hope to be joined in a little 


time: Not e and corporal, like the Tn: 


as a Day of Reſt. 59 


of Brutes, or brutiſh Creatures, who look no far- 


ther than the gratifying of Fleſb and Blood. If 
we have any juſt Regards to our eternal Re, of 
which the Sabbath now appointed 85 
is 2 Type *; how different will our Heb. iv. 9. 
Thoughts, Words and Actions be, from 


thoſe of the dr nkings ſporting, trifling, rambling, 
or idling Senſualiſt b Inſtead of getting 2 frame 
and temper of Mind, ſuited to the Satisfactions 
and Employments of the World above, ſuch a 
one is def ing his Gop, his Soul, and a future 
State, and enflaming his Paſſions and Affections 
to the things of this Earth. It is certainly a mark 
of an impious and ay, Man, to make that 
a Day to improve in Vice and Vanity, which 
Gop has appointed for our Improvements in divine 
Wiſdom and ſolid Goodneſs. 
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SECTION V. 
Parents, Maſters, and Magiſtrates are expreſly re- 


quired in God's Law, to ſee that this Reſt be ob- 
ſerved by all ander their Power and Government. 


T is inſerted in the Body of the Command, 

that neither Son, nor Daughter, Man-ſervant, 
nor Maid. ſervant, nor the Stranger or Sojourner, 
ſhould do any Work which would be a Breach 
of this Law. So that every one who is a Pa- 
rent, a Maſter, or a Magiſtrate, ſtands obliged, 
not only in his perſonal Capacity, but in his Fa- 
mily and relative Capacity, to {ee that this Reſt 
be obſerved. It is not in the Power of ſuch, to 
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1 see the laſt Sefjon of this Treatiſe. 
make 
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ay. W fe 1105 e not. 7 7 o e e 
Day 1 in any we r Enn. 7Jents Or  Diver/i 7075, it 
18 Very Probable ad NMI. ds, and 8 houghts may 
turn to aus an | W we are gy 


” pe for this, becauſe the 
very e 1 Gen 8 ee 3; ant whilſt 815 


of the Reſt and 1 0 of the Warld to come; 
a 0 of the Way to 125 ecure it by Chriſt Feſus, ac- 
cording to the Goſpel he Big given us; and re- 
commend them in your Prayers to the Grace of 
Gop; and you may then expect great Advanta- 
ges Will accrue to all that are under you, as well 
55 to FO: 0Wn Souls, f in the DF of this 
ay. 

But to return to the Head I am now upon; 
the Reſt which is required on Gop's. Day, is pri- 
marily to be the Care of PaRENTS, who are to 
look” to it that neither Sor, nor Daughter, do any 

thit Tonk ſtent with it: 
ee So is one of the firſt things that Children arc 
OE of learning; namely to diſtinguiſh this 
from others. They may be taught to lay 
a0 their other Da) 75 2. e 15 ver front, 
for ſame time before they can be brought to ex- 
erciſe themſelves to Colts. And to inure em 
to this as the bozinning of Wiſdom, well ſuits with 
the 


work, and Pen of a Nele jon. 


with Reſpe both to an 


o 


the Method IE + ook to 1 Relig ien into 


the World. To reſt on the ſeyenth Day, and to 


potent 1 5 Inſti⸗ 
9 Zinn 15 of We: i of 


lancti Or the Ap 
1850 67 f of Fee 


Geneſis plain) Bewsz) 


the Gr 


Again: It has often proved, Nr ert a means 
of reſtraining and cofretting the Vanity of Youth , 
and it has prevented the Corruption and Degene- 
racy of many, whe were liable to be ſeduced by 
ill Company, on * inſiſt u boa their obſeryins 
the Re, this Tho' Mach Reſtraints may 


be led upon as 7 Hardſhip, when compared 


with the Liberties allowed to ſome looſe young 
People; yet I have known many thankful, when 
they have come to riper Years, for their being un- 


der ſuch a Curb in their Youth. 
Now, as Moraliſts obſerve, © GoD never 


cc 45 Power to one Man over another ſo Plain- 

as to Parents over their Children; their 
« . is the Fountain of all other, and the 
« Meaſure of all other; it hath in it the end and 
« uſefulneſs of all Government, and whatever 


Honour it keeps to itſelf, yet the Advantage 


« eyer paſſeth on to others: „So the i 
of God's Reſt muſt ſirſt be inſiſted on b 

rents, and made a Law to their Children, dee 
Mafters or Magiſtrates can be ſuppoſed to haye 
ſuitable Re paid to them. Let. all Parents 
then remember that they are obliged, not only to 
abſtain from worldly Labours and Diverſions 


themſelves, but to ſee that Son and Dau ref 92 ſo 
too. 


* 


The Charge next lies upon Masrzns, 11 hat 
Maid- 
ſervants. The Law is exprels as to both. What 


is the proper Buße neſs of a. Family muſt be done MP 
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62 The Lord's Day to be obſerved, 
this Day, no doubt, as well as at other times 
or Calling: Nor ſhauld they be allowed to fol. 
low their Divonſtaus ; Nor are they, to bo ſo taken 
up with houſhold Affairs, as to be wholly depriv- 
ed of the Worſhip of God, and of. all:ſhare in 
the Reſß of this Day: It mutt be a Day which 
= are able to diſtinguiſo by the Neft of jt, a 
well as thoſe they ſerve, tho' they may not reſt 
in an equal Degree. But no Eiberties mult be al. 
lowed them which would be a Breach of the 
fourth Commandment. The Diſobedience, Looſe- 
_ neſs, and Degeneracy of Servants, ſo commonly 
complained of in our Day, is very much owing 
to the Neglect of the Sabbazb.) It was a Saying 
of Biſhop Reynolds, “ Take care that your Ser- 
« yants do their Duty to Gop, and Gon will 
ce take care they do their Duty to you. When 
8 of 8 give a Looſe to 28 on 
this Day, they get into Company, and fall into 
thoſe ee ee looſe and regard- 
leſs of their Affairs on other Days. If ever a 
prevailing Regard be had to this Law of the 
Sabbath, there muſt be more Care about it in 7ri- 
vate Families. i ee 
But then the Mels TRATE is further obliged 
do attend this Matter. For the Stranger and So- 
journer, that is, ſuch as are not under any Con- 
troll of private Perſons, yet muſt be obliged to 
. obſerve the Day of Reſt. This was not only to 
be the Care of Fewifh Magiſtrates, who had ma- 
ny Laws peculiar to their own Nation, which 


they were to ſee put in Execution; but where- — 
ever the GOD who made Heaven and Earth is 


publickly own'd and worthip'd, there poridly En. 
ployments muſt be laid afide every ſeventh Day, and 
a general Reſt muſt be obſerved. This Law 2 

— = ong 


1, Day ef Ren. 63 
along with the others, that command and direct 
| our Worſhip, And as far as the publick Labvary, 
and Maniivrs, are the concern! of Mapiſtrates, ſo 
far they are to promote the Obſerbance ef this 
Law. According to the Power entruſted with 
each Magiſtrate by the Legiſlature, he is to ſee 
that a Conſtitution ſo reafonable in it /elf, and 
miniſtring to the Good of the Publict, be obſerv- 
ed and honour'd. And thanks be to Cod, we have 
ſo many Acts and Statuies of this Realm now in 
force ®, to direct the Magiſtrate in the Diſcharge 
of his Duty, wirh reference to Men's obſerving 
the Reßt of this Day.” SONS FORE ect th + 
To cloſe this Chapter: I now wiſh the Read- 
er would not only /perniate upon this Matter, but 

form his Practice according to thoſe things that 
appear to be the Vill of Gop, in what has been 
aid: That every Man would order his own Con- 
duct, and alſo order his'Family, according to this 
Law. And I with there were more to aſſiſt the 
Magiſtrate, in executing the Laws upon thoſe 
who Have caſt off all Fear of Gop, in their Pro- 
fanations of this Day. This is one of the Foun- 
dations, upon which, both publick Order and 
true Religion are built; if this therefore ſhould 
fail, what can the Righteous do to ſtop that Tor- 
rent of Profaneneſs and Infidelity, which threat- 
ens to bear down all before it? Let there be more 
care to keep up a Senſe of the Reſt required on 
this Day; and that will lead to (what is next to 
be explained) the Devotion of it. N 


8 


* 


* See the Arcownt of theſe at the End of this Treat. 
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Char. . 


Shews, how the Day. of Reſt is to & hal 
lowed, or Kee holy. 


TT TS) IE. chat woald keep . 
Sabbath, as the Fourth Command- 
# ment directs and requires, muſt have 
a2 great Regard to Gop's wn the 
ſeventh Day, as well as ref n 

it. Becauſe. Gon reſted on this Day; * 
be ſanfified it, faith the ſecond of Geneſis ; he 
ballowed it, ſaith the Commandment. There are 
ſome holy j Purpoſes to be ſerved by keeping this 
Day which follow upon the Ref# of it. This 
Holineſs is deſcribed in Scripture as additional to 
2 Reft, by a variety of Expreſſions. One place 
ys, the ſeventh Day is a Sabbath of Reſt, an ho- 
5 o Sr 4. Another ſays, it is the Sabbath of 
Ref, holy zo the Lord: And a third ſays, there 
foall be to you Holineſs: And again, ye ſball 9 
low my Sabbaths. It is not only a Day to ceaſe 
from worldly Labours and Empl oyments; but it 
is evidently deſigned for Exerciſes of Far and 
Devotion. 


SECTION 


which belong to the Sabbath. 


poles of Religion; 


by 


Here are Two Ways, by 
J thing is faid to be hallowe 
either by Gop's conſecrating of it, or Men's de- 
voting it to ſome ſacred and religious Uſe. Both 


0 


Ly £ 

4 
— 
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If we conſider the ſeventh Day as /anf#ified by 


« 


Gop, it ſignifies his appointing: it to bear his 


Name, chooſing and ſeparating it from other Days 
for his own Honour; and making it an Iuſtrumem, 
Occafion, or Means of Holineſs, to them that ob- 
ſerve it. This is the Conſecration of it. 

If we conſider the Sabbath as ſanctified by Man, 
it ſignifies a devoting that Day to holy Services; in 


St. Paul's Phraſe, it is a regarding a Day unto the 


Lord.: Not only en our ſelves from world- 


ly Concerns, but u ing the time for Gon and pur- 
iligently attending to thoſe 
things that may promote Holineſs and Rectitude 


| of Nature, and may render us ſo many living 


Images of our Maker, and Objects of His Love. 
This is the Dedication of it. 

But when we ſay that ſuch a Day is conſecrated 
by Gor, and devoted to him, we are not to ima- 
gine there is any inherent Holineſs in Times, no 
more than there is in Places, or Veſſels, or any 
ſuch things. But they are hereby appropriated 
to a particular Uſe and Service, and Kept for that. 
We are to keep the ſeventh Day for the Worſhip 
of Gop and the Duties of Piety, as not eſteeming 
it our own, but his whoſe Name it bears. 


F Some 
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Some therefore deſcribe the Holine of the 
Sabbath, as conſiſting in a careful obſerving and 


confining our ſelves to thoſe things, which Go 


either expreſly preſtribes, or X 1 ag allows; do- 
ing every thing with a moſt obſervant Eye to him, 
throughout the Day. As a Servant that does his 


earthly Maſters Work, and follows his Orders on 


other Days; ſo we are all to do the Work of our 
heavenly Maſter, and mind his Orders, upon · the 
Lord s-day. It muſtche ſpent ſo, as to ſhew it is 
a Day ſeparated for Go p; doing nothing but 
what is either religious in 17e lf, or ſome way hel- 
ful to Religion, or at leaſt no Detriment or Hin- 
darance to it. ONT YET ee 
The Commandment referring to Gop's making 
Heuden, and Earth, and Sea, and all that is in 
them, plainly declares, that the Creator is to be 
remembred: And his Perfections, as diſplayed in 
his Works, are to be glorified: And his Example 


muſt be imitated: And all thoſe Expreſſions of 


Homage and Horſhip, which become Creatures 
toward their MAkER, and which he himſelf ap- 
points, are certainly implied and included. His 
communicative Goodneſs to all his Creatures, muſt 
be ſtudied z and, as we have Ability and Oppor- 
tunity, muſt be copied after on this Day. And 
the Riches and Glory of his Grace, in redeemin 

us, we are nom to call to mind with Hearts ful 

of Praiſe and Gratitude, and well - diſpoſed to all 
goſpel Obedience. | <P 


So that this Day has its Yorks to be done, as | 


— * 


well as other Days. We are to reſt from worldly 
Labours, that we may be employed in Exerciſes 
of Devotion toward Gon, and Goodneſs to our fel - 


low Creatures. Even the Jewiſh Sabbath allow- 


ed the Labour of thoſe that were employed in 
the Temple about their Sacrifices; tho' our Savi- 


our 
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our calls it a profaning the Sabbath 


according to the Laws then given Matth. xii. 5; 
concerning the Reſt of it. Thoſe TS 
Actions that were done in ſacrificing, were a Breach 
of the Reſt of the Sabbath, wid fo called a pro- 
faning it; but there was nothing contrary to the 
great Law and main Deſign of : Sabbath, ſince 


thoſe Actions tended to promote the Honour of 


Gop, and to ſerve the Purpoſes of Religion; and 
therefore our Saviour ſays, they were blameleſs. 
But now it is much more diſcoyered to us, that 
the Reſ# of this Day is to be made wholly ſubſer- 
vient to the Religion of it. 

The active Part of this Sabbath in uſing it for 
Gop, was always obſerved by our Saviour. He 
frequented the publick Worſhip, and filld up the 


Day with pious Inſtructions to his Diſciples, or 


Works of Mercy and Goodneſs to others: But 
he did not treat the Jewiſh Traditions about the 
reſting Part of the Sabbath with any manner of 
Reſpect: Becauſe all thoſe Notions and Laws, 
which placed Religion in the meer Reſt, were to 


* 


de done 5 6 “ Outward Reſt is not appoint- 
« ed for itſelf, (ſays one of our Caſuiſtt) but as a 
« means to the freedom of the Mind for inward 
4“ and ſpiritual Employments *. 5 


— a — 


= So alfs Calvin pon II. Gen. ſays, neque enim ſeptimo quoque die fim- 
plieiter hominem ft Deus 712 12 quaſi otio delectetur: verum ut 
_ alis — ſoluti liberine mentis ſuas ad creatorem mundi ap- 
Pucent, © 5 * © als : | | 
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O attending the publick Worſhip: of Gov. 
TT is I think « ed, on all Hands, that Men 
ought every where to be employed on the {e- 
venth Day in Acts of publik Worſbip. Some 
have made the Sunfification of this Day to conſiſt 
wholly in attending the Service of the Church. 
There are ſuch as are ohſerved to place all theit 
Religion there, and to lay it aſide every where 
elſe: But none who have owned the Truth of 
the Scripzares, and have had any. Senſe of the Law 
of Gop as there given us, ever went about to 
deny their Obligations to bear a part in the Ex- 
erciſes appointed for. public Communion and De- 
votion. The wilful and ſtated Neglect of this, 
ſtands every where condemned as a Profanation of 
the Lonpd's-Dayeo3o0-: ˖ ͤ . 
The Jews ſpent à great part of their Sabbaths 
in the Zemple, and in their Synagogues. And the 
Wicked who difregarded Gop's Law, are repre- 
ſented as Deſpiſers and Profaners of Gop's Saxc- 


* «a 2 


* 


read in, one Place, of going to the Temple to 


beit in the Synagogues every Sabbath-day : 


In 


| 


his Ep 
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In like manner, we find the Lonn's-Day was 
ſpent by the firſt Chriſtians in a careful Attend- 
ance to all the Parts of religious Worſhip, ac- 
cording to the Direction of the Goſpel. MT 
ſometimes ſpent the whole Boe ps 
even till late in the Evening, in pu 
lick Exerciſes of Religion. Te 
met 3 to pray to Go, As alſo 18 pra 
him, e, to themſelves (as St. Paul exhorts 
Haus,) in Palms and" Hymns, and ſpiritual 
Songs, K wy, Melody in their Heart to the Tor : 
They then celebrated thoſe ſarramental Solemni- 


_ Acts xx. II, 


Fiefii+3 71 a 


ties, which were inſtead of all Offerings a and Sa- 


crifices: And withal, they did not for get to do 
ood, and to communicate and to contribute to the 
cceſſities of the Poor. They ceaſed not thus 


to meet, that ithey might exhort and encourage 


one another to cleave unto the Lon D. Theſe 
things were of ſuch Importance to Chriſtians, 
that the Apoſtlo to the Hebrews gives 


it them in Charge, not to for/ake the Heb. x. ag. 


aſſembling of themſelves together, as 
the manner of ſome was; but exhort one another: f 
And ſo much the more, as they ſaw the Day Us 


proaching. 


Now in our Keeping Holy the Lord's-Day, there 
ſhould be a conſcientious Obſervance of all theſe 
Parts of religious Worſhip. Every one ſhould 
be ready to join in the Church's firſt making her 
penitential Confeſſions, and in her earlieſt Expreſ- 
fions of Homage, and — up her Requeſts 
to Gop for his Preſence and Bleffing. And then 
with a ſerious , attentive, humble Mind, we fhould 
go thro” every Service till we are diſmiſfed with the 
boſpel Benedittion. 


3 : Le 
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If we expect Gon ſhould hear our Prayers when 
we ſpeak to him, we ſhould diligently hearken to 
his Ford when he ſpeaks to us. Some ate all for 
their Prayers, as if they were only to tell Gop 
what they would have from him; but care not 
for Sermons, or reading the Scriptures, to know 
what Gop requires and expects {row them. Others 
are all for hearing Sermons, and place their whole 
Satisfaction in correct Diſcourſes, and in having 
ſome new things, continually ſuggeſted to them, 
W hereas the true Worſhiper of Almighty Gop 
will have a becoming Regard both to praying, and 
hearing, and will not ſatisfy himſelf with the ow, 


without the other. He will fay as Samuel did, ſpeat 


LorD, for thy Servant beareth; or in the Lan- 
guage of the New Teftament, he will take heed 
how he hears ; earneſtly defiring to know the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus, that he may form his Pri- 
ciples and Manners according to it. He will alfo 
have great Reſpect to the Houſe of Gon, as it 
TO is emphatically called the Houſe of 
Match. xxi.13. Prayer. And there will devouthy 

Ioin with the Congregation of thok: 
that are making their common Supplications unto 


GoD. PS pe 
Ile will alſo offer unto Gop Thank/- 
Plal. cxlix.1, giving, and will ſhew forth all bis 
> I Praiſe, and ing unto the Log in 
the Congregation of his Saints. 


And ſince all former Sacrifices are now done 2 


; * 


way, and we look for Remiſſion of Sins, and the 


Acceptance of our Services, thro' the Blood of 


CnrisT, who became a Sacrifice for us, and to 
whom all other Sacrifices had Reſpect; therefore 
it is become a Part of the Chriſtian, Worſhip, to 
ſvew forth the Death of CHRISTH by thoſe ſacra- 
mental Signs and Actions which arc appointed 85 

- th 
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this very End. Without theſe, the primitive 
Chriſtians did got think their Worſhip complete. 
And I fee riot how any Man tai Ive in the flated 
Nagl of a kiiown branch of Worſtüp, with- 
out giving great dr 5 t6 Gov, and declaring 
himſelf only in part a Worſhiper with his Church 
Conſider this well, he that is only a Worſhiper 
REST v © OCT Dit 3 MR C.- E714 W.. iN = 
in part, does only in part ſeek to pleaſe Gop; and 
does but 60 part of the Yaytoward that eternal 
The clofing branch of publick Worm is, for 
the Miniſters of Religion to bleſs the People in the 
Name of Gop. The form of the Parriarchal 
Bleſſing was very ſhort, but full. When 7/aac 
pronounced it upon his Son Jacob, he ſays, Gop 
Almighty bleſs thee. The Prieſts of Iſrael have 
their form of Bleſſing ſet down more 
largely: On this wiſe ye ſhall bleſs the — 
Children of Iſrael, ſaying unto them, p) 
The LORD bleſs thee and keep thee : The Lorn 
make his Face ſhine upon thee, ana be gracious unto 
thee; The Lomrp lift up his Countenance upon thee, 
and give thee Peace, The Chriſtian Benediction 
includes all this, with the Addition of ſpecial Fa- 
vour and Bleſſings from him by <vhs/e 85 
Name we are called. The Grace of 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the'Love © 


of Gor, and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt be 
with you all. And ſometimes all other Bleſſings 


nounced only to tell People the Service is con- 
eluded; but it ſhould be reverently attended to, 
as one Part of the Worſhip of this Day: And 
none ſhould hurry out of an Aſſembly till they 
have receiv'd the Bling, and expreſs'd their De- 

Es i Ee. 


ſtre 
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ſire to carry it Oy _ a. uin an hearty 
Amen. . tu 


Thus ſhould the Day of Reſt be fandtified, or 


hallowed, by worſhiping with the Multituds of 
them that keep Holy Day. And where our Power 


and Influence reach, we ſhould. command other, 
and by proper, Methods engage them, to a conſtant 
Attendance on; the publict Worſhip. The Keli- 
gion of the Day is, thus far, the Concern of Pa- 
rents, Maſtersgr and- Magiſtruzey as well as the 
Refs of it. They may oblige thoſe under their 


Power to go to Church, tho they cannot make 


them true Waclhipen there.” Bet bent: 510 


ene 


SECTION III. 


0 78. Secret and Private E xerciſes of Religian, « on th 
| | ann. e tg 


HE Pſolaif fore, the Loni loverh the Cen 
of Zion more than all the Dwellings of Ja- 


cob; thereby intimating to us, that the e Temple- 
ſervice, and the publick Worſhip of Gon, is great- 
/ preferable to any private Devotions. - And our 
Sayzour ſpeaks of the moſt ſucceſsful Prayers be- 


ing, put up when his Diſeiples agree together in 
benin a bed of; him. We ſhould therefore 


10 no means allow our ſelves to neglect the pub- 


ip, on Pretence of reading or {pending 
07 < 0 \religiowſy. at Home, when we are un- 


der mo. Vegeſſty of ſtaying there. For they who 


„do not underſtand the great Ends aimed at 
in che Inſtitution of the Lord's. day; which are, 
to give all true Chriſtians the Advantage and Plea: 
ture of Communion one with another; to pro- 


mote 


S e222. 
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mote Holineſs, and Love among them; and to 
unite them in the Cauſe, and for the Honour of 
their, Lord; and to be an' Occaſion of Gop's 
more ſignally diſplaying tis Grace and Power, and 
conferring publick Gifts, and making his Name 
glorious in the World:. 

But there are /privatenant ſecret Exerciſes of Re- 
ligion, notwithſtanding, to which we ſhould 
give up our ſelves, as e have Opportunity, on 
thoſe Parts of the Day which we ſpend in our 
own Heuſes. %% den 7 
Some good Men have looked upon this Day 
as conſecrated and devoted to Gop and Religion, 
in ſuch a manner, that even the moſt common 
Actions ought to be improved by ſome /piritual 
and religiaus Thoughts, They will tell us that our 
Meditations, when we awake in the Morning of 
a Lord's-day, ſhould be ſerious and heavenly. 
With ſome holy and joyful Acclamations we 
ſhould welcome it, as ſoon as we lift up our Eyes 
to behold the Light of it. 


Sankta dies oritur, linguiſque animiſque faveie. 


When we rie; we ſhould think of Chri/?'s 
riſing from the Earth, ſhaking off the Chains of 
Darkneſs, and the Fetters of Death; and by ſuch 
Conſiderations, we ſhould rouſe all the Powers 
of our Souls, -and excite our Hearts and Affecti- 
ons to quit earthly Things, and to ſhake off all 
Deadneſs and Drowſineſs, and to lay afide every 
Weight par ni e, that we may riſe to Righte- 
oufneſs, and may be vigorous and lively in all the 
Services of the Day. And the Hour of our riſ- 
ing muſt be ſuch, as not to make this Day. ſhorter 
than our other Days are. 


When 
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When we wa ; that may pot us 
in mind of waſhing our Hands in In- 
nocency, and ſo compaſſing Gon's Al. 


Plal, xxvi. 6. 


tar. And we may think of the Word of Gop 


converting the Soul, purifying the Heart, cleanſing 
the Ways of Men, and the like. 

W hen we are dreſſing _ Bodies to.appear in 
Publick, we may think of put- 
ting on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ac- 
cording to the Apoſtle's elegant Ex- 
preſſion: That whatever we ſay, or du, our Maſ- 
ter may appear in it. As When any one imitates 


Rom. xiii. 1 4 


another, and endeavours to copy after him and 


be like him, we ſay he puts un ſuch a Perſon or 
Character. So we muſt put on the fame holy, 
heavenly, devout and obedient Temper, and Be- 
haviour, which ap 
muſt put on all thoſe Graces which were conſpi- 
cuous in him, as MY them our ne 


__ Ornaments. 


From ſuch Hints as theſe, concerning ; the com- 
mon = of the Morning, we may learn to 
make a religious Uſe of all that pai paſſes throughout 
the Day. And having ſet out in this ſerious de- 
oe Dy Way at firſt, we ſhall be the better diſ- 
poſed to proceed in it. 

Theſe Things are not to be inſiſted on, as i 
the Neglect of them 
yet as greatly promoting Mens Piety and Heaven- 
ly-mingedneſs, and very ſerviceable to their better 


diſchar ing the weeſſary Duties or: the D To 


It is — . to 3 our Minds for a right 


Attendance on oublick Worſhip, that we read, 
and pray in our Cloſets and Houſe Es, before we go 
to the Houſe of Gov. And ſome Time ſhould 
be allowed to think of what we read; and to think 


1 Ds 


in our LoRD. And we 


ued Progheninefh, but 
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of the Duties before us, toward which our Hearts 
ſhould be well diſpoſed. We ſhould pray to Gop 
particularly co bleſs. bis Word and 2 inances in 
publick ta us. Earneſtly requeſting for thoſe that 
miniſter in hqly Things, that Gop would be with 
their Spirits, and with their Lips, that they ma 
ſpeak as becomes. the Oracles of Gop, and 10 
as to promote the Honour of a Redeemer, and 
the Intereſt of Religion, both in our ow: Souls, 
and the Souls of others. We ſhould alſo pray to 
Gop for our ſelves, that no Prejudices, or Cor- 
ruptions, may hinder -our profiting under the 
means of Grace; that no Unbelief, or Worldli- 
nels, no Deadneſs, or Diſtraction and Levity of 
Mind, may ſpoil our publick Devotions and pre- 
yent the lth, Effect of them. 

They that have Families ſhould call all together to 
join with them in offering theſe Requeſts to Gop; 
and to pray at the ſame time for other Bleſſings 
which are neceſſary to their common Welfare as 
a Family, and to the Salvation of all their Souls. 
Parents and Maſters ſhould alſo direct their Chil- 
dren, and Servants, to read and pray by themſelves. 

And Pſalms and Songs of Praiſe to the great 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of our Souls, 
ſhould be made one part of the private as well as 
publick Service of this glad Day. ek 

The holy Angels, and the Spirits of juſt Men 
in Heaven, are ſaid to ſing eternal Hallelujabs 
unto the great King: And if our Sabbath. (ſays 
Biſhop Hopkins) be typical of Heaven, and the 
Work of the Sabbath repreſents to us the ever- 
laſting Work of theſe bleſſed Spirits, how can it 
be better done than when we are {inging forth 
the Praiſes of him that ſits upon the Throne, and 
of the Lamb our Redeemer: | 


When 


\ 
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When we go to Church, we ſhould think in 
ſuch a manner as that of David, I 

fil. exxii. 1. Was glad auben they [aid unta me, let 
us go into the Houſe. of tbe Lon. 

Or we may apply that of the Prophet, Coms ye, 


and let us go up to the Houſe of the 


IIa. l. 3. Go ef Jacob, and he will teach us 
„ his Ways, and we will walk in bis 
„ ©. £6] or re he 

Betwixt the Times of publick Worſhip, we 

ſhould take care not to deſtroy any good Impreſ- 
fions already made, or to prevent further Good, 

We ſhould caſt our Thoughts hack on what we 


have been hearing and doing; and our Converſes 


ſhould be either on that, or on ſomething agree- 
able thereto z at leaft they ſhould bei free Nom 
every thing that would contradict our publick 
Devotions, and render the Word of Gop inef- 
fectual or diſguſtful to us. Our Words ſhould 
ae be religious, or however few and inoffen- 
1 5147 | 
We ſhould be yay 

and Drinking, on theſe Days; going no farther 
than may be for Health and Livelineſs, not to a 
Satedneſs and Dulneſs. Senſuality of this kind, 
will ſadly indiſpoſe us to ſpiritual Exerciſes. The 
more ſparing our Meals are in the middle. of the 
Day, the better ſhall we be in the Worſbip of the 
Afternoons, and the more ſhall we renew our ſpi- 
ritual Strength and Pleaſure. The Love- Feaſts of 
the primitive Chriſtians were on the Evening of 
the Lord's-day; and certainly they were then the 
moſt comfortable, when their Services of Religi- 
on were over, and when they could eat their Bread 
with " —_ Gladneſs, becauſe Gop accepted their 


Sacrifice. 


7 
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A £ 


Z — 


moderate in our Eating, 


: appornted. on the Lords Day. 77 

But when the publick Worſhip is concluded 
in the Evening, there are private Exerciſes of Pi- 
80 and Devotion to be renewed. 

Works of 'Charity and Goodneſs to thoſe about 
us are then to be done, of which I ſhall ſpeak 
in the next Section. And then ſhould every de- 

yout Chriſtian read the Word of Gop ; and ſpeak 

of what he has been hearing, and endeavour to 
fix Divine Truths in his own Mind, and on the 
Memories of thoſe about him; and enforce the 
Practice of Religion ſo, as that he and his Houſe 
may ſerve the Lok. Every one ſhould be taught, 
on 1 Evenings eſpecially, to enter into their Clo- 
ſets, or go ſomewhere" by them- 
8 gs 10 pray to their Father Math, vi, 6. 
who fees in Setret, that he may re- 
ward them openly. Retirement and Meditation, is 
certainly one part of the Duty of a Sabbath, with- 
out which (ſays Biſho Hopkins) to hear the Word 
of Gop only, is to {ſwallow our Food without 
chewing it. It is Meditation that makes it fit for 
Nouriſhment.” 

And now is a proper Safin; for People to fix 
their Purpoſes and Reſolutions, as to their Con- 
duct og Behaviour the Week note If 


i y 
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Conran Works o ' Charit and Gat, to the 
<> Souls of 0 othe ers, on, th Lord day., 
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Th Deer igu of Gov, in \ appointing the re- 


ligious Obſervation ofone Day in ſeven, cer- 
. Was to keep up and promote the K — 
0 
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of Him, and of Religion in the World. It is 


therefore moſt ſuitable to this Inſtitution, that 
every Man who knows and fears Gon himſelf, 
ſhould counſel and inſtruct others in the ſame Fear 
of Gqp, and in the great and 19 portant Matters 


of his Law, and Gepe“. 
Beſides 8 Sermons, and miniſteria! In- 


ſtruction, there ſhould be pribate Converſes of 
the things of God: And every Man as he has 
Ability ſhould help his Friend and Neighbour to 


Luo the Lon, till the time ſhall 
come when all fhall know him even 
© from the leaſt unto the greateſt. You 
read how the opening'of the Scriptures made the 
Hearts of the Diſciples hurn within then, as they 
were walking to Emmaus. We ſhould endea- 
Thoughts, and 


Jer. xxxi. 30. 


your thus' to communicate holy 
Affections; both from a prevailing 


Refreſhment of our own Spirits 
Where any want our Counſel and Aſſiſtance, 

in hours of Darkneſs and Diſtreſs, it is very pro- 

per Work on this Day to go to them; to adviſe, 


and comfort them, and do what we can to re- 


vive their Spirits. 


But more eſpecially ſhould Parents, and Maſ- 


ters of Families, ſhew their Charity and Concern 
for the Souls of Children and Servants on this 
Day. Inſtructing the Young, and Ignorant; cor- 
recting the Errors, and Manners, of ſuch as are 


miſled; and e every thing of a ſerious 


and good Diſpoſition where there are any prom:/ing 
Appearances of it. Sometimes talking with them, 


and trying what Improvements they make in 


Knowledge, and in Virtue : Sometimes reading 

proper Paſſages of Scripture, and ſuitable Ser-. 

mons, or Books of Religion that may he gol 
| tte 


will to 
the Souls of others, and for the Improvement and 
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; fitted to their Capacities : Contriving, all the 


ways we can, to make Religion amiable to them, 
if ind to give them a deep and laſting Senſe of the 


Advantages of it, together with the Folly and 
a WU Miſery of thoſe that negle it. ; 
1 But when I ſpeak of all this, as the Fruit of 
Charity and Goodneſs, you will cafily perceive the 
Difference betwixt thoſe ways of Inſtruction 
of which flow from a Heart full of Concern for the 
Welfare of Souls; and thoſe, which are only the 
effect of Cuſtom, and the authoritative Orders of 
a Family. Nothing of this kind muſt be done 
thro' Affectation, or as a Tast, with Tediouſneſs 
and Irkſomneſs of Spirit, and in a manner unſuit- 
able to the Capacities of thoſe with whom we 
have to do; but all ſhould be managed with great 
Goodneſs of Temper, and fo as to win Hearts to 
the 2 Worſhi 8 and to act 2 © 
very rung r becomi e cheerful Servants of the 
delt of roi TT N 2 
Only here it muſt be added; that where Chil- 
dren or Servants are profane, and Scoffers at Pi- 
ety, 6r vicious and immoral, Authority muſt be 
uſed, and conftraints laid upon them. And tho” 
ſuch Methods ſhould! do no good to the impious, 
yet they may * the Infection and Ruin of the 
ſober and well diſpoſed. 
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SECTION V. w_ 
Concerning Worts of Charity and Goodneſs to the MW with 
Bodies of others, on the Lord s- day. — 
SOM ; EE | i N equ 

1OD is ſaid to bes the Sabbath-day,. becauſe IM mind 

(I then he communicates his Gifts and Bleſ- may | 
ſings; and he would have us to;do ſo too. Our In 
dear Loxn and Saviour ſhewed great Compaſſ- MW bl 
on to the Bodies of Men, as well as to their Souls quite. 
on this Day. Many of his Miracles were wrought Þut 1 
for reſtoring of Limbs, and Senſes, and healing Men, 
the diſeaſed, and feeding the hungry. Even ſuch ploye 
as were ill of chronical Diſeaſes, and might have IM Day, 
come on other Days, (having been of many Years ng 


continuance,) yet Chriſt choſe to make them whole 
on the Sabbath-day. A remarkable Inſtance of 
this, we have in the Caſe of him that had an In- 
firmity thirty and eight Years, who was enabled 
to walk, and was directed to carry 
| John v.5,9.' is Bed too, (as a greater Proof of 
1 his Cure) on the Sabbath-day. 
Where any are ſick and infirm, that they can- 
not perform the Duties of Religion appointed on 
this Day, in ſuch caſes Gon will have Mercy and 
not Sacrifice. But I obſerve in the Scripture, that 
where the weak and fickly did exert themſelves, 
and ſtrive to come to Chriſt under their Diſorders 
on the Sabbath, they met with the moſt ſignal 
Bleſſings. . „ "mM 
Such as are too ill to move from their Houſes, 
it is very agreeable to the Mercies of our Loxo 
Jeſus Chriſt, to viſit them; and as far as we are 
able, to help them, both to ſſtain their AMic- 
tions, and to make a right uſe of them. 


Thoſe 


appointed on the Lord's Day: $1 


Thoſe who attend the ſick, and are neceſſarily 
employed in watching with them, and taking 
Care of them, are acting a part, that well accords 


with the Compaſſion whichthe Goſpel teaches in 


ſuch Caſes. But then it is their Duty, to have 
frequent Thoughts of Gop and Religion, and to 


mind the ſecret Exerciſes of Dovotion fo far as 


may be conliſtent with a due Care of their fick. 
in like manner they who are employed in 
od ſo re- 


healing the ſick, are excuſed; (when ne 


quires) from the religious Services of this Day. : 
But it has been the Opinion of ſome very good 


Men, that, Phyfczans and others, when thus em- 


ployed, ſhould not receive thoſe Rewards on this 


Day, which they do on other Days; or, how- 
ever, that they, ſhould not apply them to their 
11 uſe, but to ſome religious and charitable Pur- 
poſes; becauſe the Services of miniſtring to the 
Neceſſities and Welfare of others on this Day, 
ſhould be made Services of Religion and Charity. 
They ſhould not be followed, as on the fix Days, 
for Ee that is, meerly in the way of an 
Occupation or Calling. . 

Some perhaps may make an ill uſe of this, to 


kfſen the Regards paid to ſuch as ſerve at Gon's 
Altar: I therefore add, that this cannot, with- 


out great Perverſeneſs of Spirit, be turned upon 
the Miniſters of Religion; becauſe they are not 


allowed to follow any worldly Bufineſs on the ix 


Days, but wholly to attend one or other religi- 
ous Service, and then to prepare for the publick 
Worſhip of the Loxp's Day. If ſuch as are 
thus devoted Servants to the publick Good, and to 
the Honour of Gon, do not deſerve a Mainte- 
nance, Men muſt make void all thoſe Scriptures 
which require Proviſion * be made for them ; 
| _ 


— 


7 
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and ſo of Neceſſity overthrow all regular Church. MW fo! 
es, and orderly- Worſbip, in the World. | FE 
To proceed on the Head of Charity and Good. e 
neſßß. It was the Cuftom of the f Chriſtians, M re 
to make an Offering of ſome part of their Sub. MW /: 
ſtance to Gop, for pious and chari. | 
x Cor.xvi. 1, 2. table Uſes, every LorD's Day. Con. hal 
cerning the Collection for the Saints, WM bo! 
upon the firſt Day of the Week, let every one of you mo 
lay by bim in Store as Gop hath proſpered him. If no Ml (cl 
Occaſion offered for laying out, ſomething was to hay 
be laid in Store on that Day, out of the Gains of the 
awe Week, till there ſhould be Occaſion to ap- app 
As the nobleſt part of Worſhip conſiſts in im-. wil 
_ zating\the Being we adore; ſo we are then acting fam 
like our Father who is in Heaven, when. we are IM 0 
Ve deviſing to communicate, and to be hay 
Heb. xiii, 16. merciful. With ſuch Sacrifices, the MW den 
"= Scripture tells us, Gop is well pla. Go 
ed. And it is remarkable, that as there is a -. the 
member ſet before the keeping Holy of Gop's I 
Day; fo the Apoſtle puts a forget not, before this {MW ma) 
particular Duty? 
Our Churches are then little Emblems of He- MW Cre 
ven, when every Heart is full of Love; and when the 
a bountiful, kind, and communicative Diſpoſiti- W and 
on of Soul prevails, among all that call themſelves | 
the Diſciples and Members of CHRIST. 
Our Saviour pleads for ſhewing Compaſſion to 
the brute Creatures, and taking care of them on 
this Day: Much more ſhould we have Compal 
ſion on our own Fleſh; as we have Ability doing 
Good to all, but eſpecially to the Houſhold of Faith. 
We /ow a great deal to the Fleſh, all the Week 
long; it is highly proper that we ſhould ſow 
* £ ſomething 


politi- 


nlelyes 


Hon to 


appointed on the. Lord's Day. 33 
ſomething to /piritual and religious 
Ends, on this Day. For he that ſow- 
eib to the Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh 3 
reap Corruption : But he that ſoweth to the Spirit, 
ſpall of the Spirit reap Life everlaſting. 

To cloſe this Chapter: The Lory's Day is then 
hallowed and ſanftified by us, when it is ſpent in 


Gal. vi. 8, 10. 


holy Services for the Honour of Gop, and to pro- 


mote holy and gobd Ens with Referenee to our 
ſelves and others. Principally and chiefly we muſt 
have a Regard to all parts of publick Yorſhip. And 
then, in private we muſt alſo attend to the Means 
appointed for our Improvement in Knowledge, Ho- 
lineſs, and Love And out of Charity and Good- 
will, we muſt do what we can to promote the 
ſme Knowledge, Holineſs, and Goodneſs, in 


thoſe about us, and under our Care. And as we 


have Ability, and are called to it by the Provi- 

dence of Gop, we are to communicate and do 

Say to the Bodies, as well as the Souls of o- 
ers. 

In thus doing we are not denied any thing that 
may give Vigour to our Spirits, and excite Grati- 
tude to Heaven, and promote Love to our fellow- 
Creatures, and may tend to enlarge our Souls in 


the Way of our Daty, and may endear the Service 
and Servants of our LogD to us. eo. 
G 2 CHAP, 


CHAP. by, Co 


5 T i is of preat Importance, not only to 
| 2 = 1 the 2 mp a Chriſtian, but 1 
sc the very being and keeping up of 
l 23S Religion in the World, that the /eveni 
— Day er every /ix Days Labour ſhould 
be ſet apart 354 religious Services. I would now 
therefore follow what has been ſaid of the Mar 
ner of kee ng the Sabbath, with ſome proper 
Reaſons 1 otives to engage our religious Ob- 
ſervance of it. And I may here venture to {ay 
with a learned Writer, 4 Let'any Man ſhew me 
c in this Law, either Weakneſs, or Unprofitz 
4 bleneſs, I yield and bid it vaniſh : But it hath, 
'« and will have, as much Strength and Force s 
d. any Law can have from the Author, Conſent, 
2 Multitude, Cuſtom, and expreſs Approbation if 
& all Ages. Profit it hath too; and hath been 
&« preſerved, without any Man's reaſonable Com: 
1 laint, for the thing to which it was deſigned. 
| heſe things I entreat the Reader to conſider 
By epo, viz. The Force and Authority of this 
Law, concerning the Sabbath; the Rea onable- 
weſs and Equity of it; the Beneft fit and Advantage 
of obſerving it; with the many Bleſſings that 5 
from thence in the common Affairs 7 Life; and 


dhe — and nl ara ds of thoſe wie defi 
; 15 


Arrerrrtrrtcrtrretettte. 


neglect it; and then think of that eternal Reſt to 
which theſe Sabbaths lead, and for which they 
ate deſigned to prepare us, N 


any other Branch of Piety; and will ſee that it 
lies at the Root and Foundation of all Religion. 
The Law of the Sabbath was the ſirſt Inſtitu- 
tion of Gon, as ſoon as he had made the World. 
And upon this, all after Appointments of Wor- 
{pip, and all the Expreſſions of Homage and Re- 
gard to him, are founded. 5 —_ 
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eee 
The Force of this Law argued from its being ex- 
preſly appointed by Gop, and peculiarly 3nfifi- 


os, oO! 1 


T is a Law of Nature, engraven upon our 
Hearts, that Gop is to be worſhiped. And it 
is allo naturally neceſſary, or moral, that ſome 
time be appointed and fixed for the Solemnities of 
divine Worſhip. And it is a part alſo of the Law 
of Nature, to take ſuch time for the Worſhip of 
Gop, as He himſelf ſhall point out to us, and 
either by Words or Actions mark out for an ac- 
JJ coo. 
Accordingly we find, that by certain Signals, 
as ſoon as Gop had created Man, he fixed upon 
the ſeventh Day after fix Days Work, to be a Day 
that he would have ſeparated for his Honour and 
Praiſe; that he might be owned and ſerved, un- 
der the Notion and Character of his being the 
Makxx of all things. And that draws after it 
EEE ens _ a Senle 
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a Senſe of his being Governor of all that he has 
made: From hence follows, his giving Laus, and 
Statutes, and Judgments, and indeed every thing 
elſe in Religion. 5 


Further; Gop wrote down this Law in expreſ; 
Words, upon a Table of Stone: And he ordered 
this to be preſerved among thoſe Laws, which 
ſhould never be repealed : For the Reaſon & of this 
Law never paſſeth away, but ſtil} obliges every Man, 
as truly, as the ft Man that was made ; and 
will have the fame force in future Ages, that it 
had in the Ages preceding. Ng nv 
Theſe ſeveral Things are proved before, and 
therefore need no more than a bare rec:tal in this 
Place to form my Argument upon them; which 
lies thus. The fourth Commandment being of a 
moral Nature, as well as a poſitive Inſtitution of 
Gop ; this Law is to be accounted of as among 
the Number of thoſe Commandments, concern- 
ing which it is ſaid, if a Man break one, he is 
guilty of all. The Text ] refer to, 
James ii, 10. is this: M hoſoever ſhall keep ile 
Dohle Law, and yet offend in one 
Point, he-is guilty of all. For he that ſaid do not 
commit Adultery, ſaid alſo, do not kill. Now if 
thou commit no Adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art 
become a Tranſgreſſor of the Law. The Apoſtle 
here inſtancing in π.e of thoſe Commands which 
were written on the Tables of Stone, plainly ſhews 
that the whole Law of which he ſpeaks in that 
Place, is the whole Decalogue, or ten Command- 
ments. And for the ſame Reaſon that he menti- 
ons the /ixth and ſeventh Commandments, and ar- 


gues that if a Man keep one never ſo carefully, yet 


— ; . 
_ * * a. 


— — 


. — 


it 


ee the ſtating of this in the nent 7" Ns 


the Lord's Day. 8 


if he break the other he. is guilty of all; I may 
alſo mention the zhird or fourth Commandments, 
and fay, if a Man commit no Murder nor Adul- 
tery, yet if he ſwear profanely, or deſpiſe and 
break Gos Sabbaths, he is guilty of all. Becauſe 
the Law does as effefually and truly bind in one 
Inſtance, as another. The Authority of the Law- 
giver is deſpiſed, and the Law loſes its Credit, by 
Men's ai it in any one Point. And there- 
fore the Diſpleaſure of Gop muſt be incurr'd, and 
the threatned Penalties of his Law deſerved, for 
the wilful, avowed Tranſgreſſion of the fourth 
Commandment, as well as the „th or ſeventh. 
I pray you to dwell upon this of St. James a 
little, and conſider it thoroughly; That who/o- 
ever ſhall offend in one Point, or allow himſelf in 
the Contempt and Breach of one Law, he is guil- 
ty of all. It is in vain for a Man to boaſt of his 
Juſtice, and doing no wrong'to his Nezghbour, if 
he will not give to his MAKER what is due. We 
muſt give unto GoD the things that are GoD's, 
that is the Time, and Services, and Offerings he 
requires,] as well as unto Men, he Things that 
belong to them. Little will it avail us to avoid do- 
ing a diſhonourable and baſe Thing to our fellow- 
Creatures, if we allow our ſelves to diſhonour and 
deſpiſe the Appointments of our great Creator. 
This Law of the Sabbath being in part writ- 
ten on the Hearts of Men, and ſo far a Law of na- 
tural Reaſon; and in part revealed, and written 
by Gop himſelf in expreſs Words, and in a very 
extraordinary Manner; it has as great Force and 
Authority, on account of its Author, as any Law 
whatſoever. _ UB Ts 0901 | 
Yea, I muſt add, that this * Command 
hath, on ſome Accounts, a Streſs lai 


aid upon it c- 
qual to that of the whole Law put together. It 
G 4 2" 


' ehichif a Man do he ſhall even live in them. More- 
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is made the Sign and Toten of Man's Obedience in 
general, and a ſtanding; Memorial of the Covenant 
betwixt Gop and his People. The 
Exo. xxxi. 16-17. Children of Iſrael ſhall keep the Sab- 
3 bath, to obſerve the Sabbath through- 
out their Generations for. a perpetual Covenant; I. 
is 4 Sign between me and them. As if it had been 
ſaid, This ſhall be a ſpecial Toten of ſuch a Peo- 
ple's Fee to the Gop that made Heaven and 
Earth, and of their having a Regard to all his 
other Laws: And this ſhall be the Sign and To- 
ken of a perpetual Covenant. © I will be merci- 
ce ful to them, and own and bleſs them, while 
& they thus prove their Relation and Obedience 
© to me. The Prophet Ezekiel inſiſts upon 
this, in a Style very remarkable: He ſpeaks con- 
cerning the Ober vation of the Sabbath, as a Sig- 
nal, and Means, of Mens obſerving all the other 
© Statutes and Judgments of Gop. 1 
Ezek. xx. 11, 12. gave them my, Statutes, and ſhewed 
2  rhem my Judgments, (faith God) 


over I gave them my Sabbaths to be a Sign between 0 
me and them, that they might know that I am the me 
Lord that [anfifie them. By keeping holy this mz 
Day, they were to be /an#ified in other reſpects, the 


and taught thoſe Statutes and Judgments, in ob- ven 

ſerving which was their Life. fa 7, dprreand re: 
From hence it appears, that Gop made this ate 

to be the grand Signal of Men's Obedience, or me 

Diſobedience, to all other Declarations of his ta 

Will; which makes the Impiety doubly heinous, 1 D 

for any to deſpiſe this Law. They are looked re] 

upon as in Covenant with Gop, who hallow his V 


Sabbaths: And his Covenant is, to pardon Iniqui- 
ty, Tranſgreſſion and Sin, and to give a new Heart 
and a new Spirit to them that thus ſeek Tink, 

| raw 


Direction? 


' the Lord's Day. * 


draw nigh to him: But to caſt off a Regard to 
Gop's Day, is a Sign and Token of Mens break- 
ing Amity with Gop, and deſpiſing their Cove- 
nant-Relation to him. 
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N be Equity and Reaſonableneſs of the Law 0 F the 


Sabbath, ſhould engage Men to obſerve it. 
Tr is not a Duty bound upon us by meer Au- 
thority, to keep holy the Sabbath-aay ; but it is an 


Inſtitution ſupported by the ſtrongeſt and Zeff 


Reaſons. To think of any thing being command- 


ed by the Author of our Beings, the Sovereign of 


Life and Death, is enough to engage our Obedi- 
ence: But it ſerves yet more to recommend our 


Duty, when it appears to be every way equitable 


and reaſonable that we ſhould comply with what 
s required fue” EET . 
The great Reaſon for obſerving the Sabbath 
mentioned in the Fourth Commandment, is, Gop's 
making Heaven, Earth, and Seas, with all that 
they contain, in fix Days, and then reſting the ſe- 
venth Day. And what in all the World more 
reaſonable, than that we ſhould remember our Cre- 


ator? Or what ſo ſure and effectual way of re- 
membring him could be contrived as this, to be 
taught to imitatèe him, in n every ſevenib 


... 


Day, after fix Days Labour And at ſuch time, 


religiouſly to meditate on all his Works and 


Ways, to adore and ſerve him according to his own 


Tho"? 


nents as —ů—— — ů of — — 
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Tho this Reaſon of God's reſting, does not (as 


one obſeryes) carry ſuch a © natural Evidence in 


« it as to have obliged us, unleis it had been re- 
« yealed; yet being revealed, we may diſcern a 
& certain Aptitude and Fitneſs in it, „ oblige us 
« to the Obſervation of the ſeventh Day rather 
ce than any other, ſince Piety and Religion re- 
« quire that we ſhould imitate Go pp m thoſe 
by things wherein he would have us to imitate 
r > V 

And is it not as equitable now, as ever it was, 
that one Day in /even ſhould be allowed for the 
Worſhip of that Gop, who has given us i Duys 
for our worldly Employments? Had our Maker 
ſeen fit to appoint every fifth, or third Day, for 
his Work and Service, we could not have pre- 
tended that his Demands were unjuſt; how much 
more ſhould we then be won upon, by this w/e 
Proviſion of his, in which he has ſhewn ſuch 


Reſpect both to the Life that now is, and that 


which is o come? He conſiders our Frailty and 
Wants while in the Body, and therefore he al- 
lows us fx Days for the Concerns and Enjoyments 
of this Life : And he would have us mindful of 
Him the Father of Spirits, and of that World of 
Spirits whither we are haſtning; therefore he re- 
ſerves the ſeventh Day for Spiritual Exerciſes, that 
wie may be prepared for that Life, and State of 
Reſt, which holy Souls enter into at Death. 


The Eaſe and Refreſhment of Bodies is as necd- 


ful as ever it was; and fo is the Improvement 
and Sanctification of Souls. We are as much 
obliged to ſerve and pleaſe our Maker, as ever the 
Patriarchs and Fews were: And we have a Ref 
to hope for, and prepare for, as they had: And 
on theſe Accounts the Reaſon and Equity of this 
Command binds us, as much as it did them. It 
— ſtands 


the Lords Day. 91 
ſtands enforced by ſuch Reaſons as can never paſs 
away till Heaven and Earth paſs away, and all the 


People of Gop are brought to their eternal Refs. 
Of this more in the laſt Section. 
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SECTION II. 


The Benefit and Advantage „f ohr wing the Lord's 
| Day, ſhould engage #3 77 «iy 7 holy. 


WI are not only bound to imitate our: Maker, 
in our religtous reſting on the teventh Day 
after our ſix Days Work, as he did; but we are 
encouraged to expect very great /i/ejings from him 
in ſo doing. He bleſſod the Day of Reſt. 
If we conſider this only as a reſting Day, it is a 
Bleſſing and Advantage to us. That we have ſo 
much Time every ect to disburthen ourſelves 
of all the Cares and Buſineſs of this Life, and to 
lay aſide irkſome Toil and Labour, and thoſe 
things that weary and diſcompoſe our bodily Frame; 
this muſt be allowed, of itſeli, to be a Bleſſing to 
the World. 414" 
But together with this bodily Reſt and Refreſh- 
ment, there is a Reſt and Pcace to the Souls of 
good Men in their Converſes with G'o b, that 
valtly exceeds all outward Eaſe and Quiet. A 
ſincere and humble Spirit, nghtly worſhiping its 
Gop, and receiving the Tokens of Mercy and 
Acceptance from him, is footh'd with a Peace 
which the World cannot give; and a Peace that by 
degrees, (as Faith and other Graces increaſe in 
us,) will become ſo firm and ſettled, as to render 
all the Attempts of the World ineffectual 70 tate 
it away, Some have attained to ſuch a Peace and 


Hope 
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Hope in Gop by the religious Obſeryation of this 
Day, as hath carried them thro', and raiſed them 


above, very great Temprations, Troubles and 


Difficulties, they have met with on other Days. 
Farther ; in being the Sabbath- day, Gon tad 


it out for a Day of conferring very numerous and 


ſignal Favours and Benefits on Sinners themſelves, 
Hie gives the richeſt and nobleſt Gifts, yea, to the 
Rebellious alſo, that the Loxp Gop 
Pl, Ixviii. 18. may dwell among them. Many a loſt 
Soul has been found, and many a 


dead Soul quickened, on this Day. Many a Heart 


has been conquered for Gop, as well as comfort- 
ed by him. He 1 his Fon, and Spirit, and 
many R. Gifts and Endowments of. Men, 
that are qualified and ſent to ſpeak in his Name; 


Paul, and Apollos, and Cephas, by this means be- 


come yours, with all their natural and acquired 
Abilities and Atrainments. 


The Grace of Gop, and his Love, and Life, 


and exceeding great and precious Promiſes of fu- 


ture and eternal Things, and /acramental Seals to 


thoſe Promiſes, and = Manifeſtations of him- 
ſelf as are not made unto the World, are the Gifts 


and Bleſſings of this Day. Hence it is that the, 


Prophet, ſpeaking of ſuch as keep this Command- 
ment, ſa wlays, Bly bleſſed is the Man, or as it is in the He- 
br ew, 1 
Men that doth this, * the Son of Man that lay- 
eth hold of it; (firmly adhering to 
| "yy vi. 2. this Law z) that keepeth his Hand 
"> ahi will look ack to thoſe Bleſſings be- 
forementioned, with which our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt has enriched this Day, he will find a 


great deal to employ his Thoughts upon _ 
this Head. © OO WR 
| — 


bleſſedneſſes (for they are many) of the 


from doing any Evil. If the Reader 


if 
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* But to proceed; thoſe who have received Gifts 
m and Graces from Gop whereby they may be ſanc- 
d BM tificd and ſaved, yet are in a Way to receive more 
5 Grace, and more abundant Bleſſings from above, 
d by their religious Obſervation of the Lord's-day. 
d Hereby they will gain further Meaſures of 7/:/- 
15 dom and Knowledge, and will improve in Holineſs 
I and Goodneſs, ad will go on anwearied, yea with 
D new Strength and Vigour, in the Ways of Gop. 
ſt In the ninety ſecond P/alm, (that Pſalm, or Song 
for the Sabbath Day,) what a beautiful Account 
t have we of Men's encreaſing and flouriſhing, in all 
by Grace and Goodneſs, while they are 8 
d planted in the Houſe of the LoRD? r. 1a, 13, 14. 
" The Righteous ſhall flouriſh like the 
5 Palm tree; [that is, in ſpite of out ward Depreſ- 
* ſions and Afflictions; for it is the Motto of that 
er, Depreſſs reſurgo, being preſi'd down I ariſe 
X He fhall grow like a Cedar in Lebanon. [| He ſhall 
„ become diffuſively good and uſeful, his Graces 
. and Excellencies fragrant as the Cedar, and Jaſi- 
to ing too.] Thoſe that be planted in the Houſe of the 
F LoRD, ſhall flouriſh in the Courts of our Gov. 
Ws They ſhall flill bring forth Fruit in old Age, they 
4 ſhall be fat and flouriſhing. On the other hand, it 
i ought to be obſerved, that He cannot be a zhriv- 
1 ing or comfortable Chriſtian, who {lights the Lord's 
i ay. 1 | 
4 ' Unſpeakable Bleſſings are loſt by the neglect 
jf and deſpiſing of this Day, but promiſed and ſe- 
Md cured to the religious Obſervance of ir. Gow, 
F- that has pronounced it a bleſſed Day, can and will 
7 communicate thoſe Bleſſings that ſhall make his 
4 People call it a bleſſed Day too, if they keep it 
by according to the Commandment. Witneſs thoſe 


affectionate Declarations, P/alm Ixxxiv. through- 
out. Pſalm 1xiii. 2, 3. and xlii. 1, 2. and many 
other Places. | SEC- 


* 
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SECTION Iv. 


The Bleſſings that ariſe from the religious Obſerva- 
tion of the Lord's-day, in the common Affairs 

of Life, conſidered as an Argument to keep holy 
the Sabbath-day. 


Eſides the Reaſons mention'd in the fourth 
Commandment, of God's reſting on the ſeventh 
Day, and bleffing it, this Law is Oey en- 
forced by the Proſperity which ſhould ariſe from 
thence on oh er Days. I ſhall content my ſelf in 
quoting one Place of Scripture, to prove this at 
preſent. It is a Place that promiſeth Plenty and 
Succeſs in Buſineſs, Honour and Advancement al- 
ſo, and great Security in the Enjoyment of what 
Gop beſtows, to ſuch as duly regard the Sab- 
bath-day. If the Sabbath be a Delight, eſteemed 
the holy of the LorD, and Honourable; and other 
things are turned from, to honour Gop; in ſuch a 
Caſe (ſays Gop by his Prophet) if thou devoteſt 
9 the Day to me, ſo as not to do thine 
IIil. lviti, 13, 14. O Ways, nor find thine own Plea- 
1 ſure, nor ſpeak thine own Words: 
Then ſhalt thou delight thy ſelf in the LogD, and 
1 will cauſe thee to ride upon the high Places of the 
Earth, and feed thee with the Heritage of Jacob 
thy Father; for the Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken 
it. The riding upon the high Places of the Earth, 
fignifies Advancement and becoming, conſpicuous 
in the Eyes of others. They that honour Gon 
and his Sabbaths, ſhall be thus honour'd. And 
alſo great Security is hereby ſignified ; ſuch a one 
ſhall be ſet above many Fears and Calamities; ſo 
the Phraſe is uſed where, he ſhall dwell on 
high. And he ſhall be fed with the Heritage of 
| Jacob; 


the Lord's Day. s 


Jacob that is, with the plentiful Productions of 
the Land of Canaan. Thus ſhall the Obſervati- 
on of Gop's Day, derive a Bleſſing on other Days, 
and on the common Productions of the Earth, and 
the Enjoyments of Life. 
This was not a Promiſe peculiar to the Jews, 
but has been made good to many in all Ages of 
the World. We have it from ſeveral in our own 
Nation, and ſome of great Buſineſs and high Em- 
ployment, that the more «carefully and piouſly 
they obſerved the Lord's-day, the better it has 
fared with them the eek after. Not that an 
Experiment or two of this kind will avail Men; 
but where it becomes habitual, and is conſtantly 
practiſed, the Truth of this Obſervation will be 
found. A prevailing Care to pleaſe Gop on his 
Day, will make our Cares leſs, and our Comforts 
more, on our own Days. 
It was obſerved of Queen Elizabeth, whoſe 
Reign in many Things became very glorious and 
happy, that upon Her coming to the Throne, 
ſhe began her Government with a very ſtrict In- 
junction for the holy Obſervation of the Loxp's- 
Day. The Words of that Injunction are worth 
reciting, and are as follow. “ All the Queen's 
« faithful Subjects ſhall from henceforth cele- 
© brate and keep holy this Day, according to 
“ Gop's holy Will and Pleaſure; that is, in hear- 
“ing the Word read and taught, in private and 
« publick Prayers, in Acknowledgment of their 
« Offences, and the Amendment of the ſame, in 
“ often receiving the Communion of the Body 
and Blood of CHRIST, uſing all Soberneſs and 
« godly Converſation. ” This did not a little 
contribute to the Succeſs of that Princeſs in her 
Adminiſtration after ward. 


— The 


96 Reaſons for keeping Holy 
The Lord Chief Juſtice Hale is well known to 
have aſcribed much of his Succeſs and Renown 
to the Obſervation r He would 
ſometimes form a Judgment how it ſhould'be with 
him the Peek enſump, by his ſpending of that | 
Day. And ſome” Inſtances I have known of Men 
in lower Stations, and among the trading part of 
the World who have been Witneſſes to this, that 
a religious Obſervation of the Lord's-day has very 
much conduced to the good Order and Behayi- 
our of thoſe in their Families, and has produced 
many Bleſſings on their fix Days Labour and Em- 
ployments. And take it the other Way, ſome 
alſo have owned, that when they have grown 
careleſs and remiſs in keeping this Day, then 
FROM Affairs have begun to decline and go back- 
ward. 7 


— 


Such Teſtimonies are not the Fruit of Fancy, 
or Imagination only; but may be ſupported by 
molt ſolid Reaſons. | £1 

The good Impreſſions made on People's Spirits, 
and their becomi 1 and n in 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, by a right ſpending of 
this Day, tends to form their Minds to greater 
Sobriety, and to give them more Diſcretion in 
their whole Conduct. And therefore as far as Gop 
ſees it good for them, they are put into a likely 
way to proſper. They ſhall either gain Zerporal 
Bleſſings, or what is better, if they miſs of them. 
I have heard ſome expreſs themſelves with great 
Thankfulneſs to God, for the merciful Appoint- 
ment of ſuch a Day as this, becauſe hereby The 
were led to make proper Stands in Life, and ſo 
to review their patt Courſe and Actions, and to 
order them more wiſely for the time to come; which 
they had never done, (as themſelves aa 

2” es 
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had they not been led to a religious Retirement 
from the Word on the Lord's- dax. 
In times of Danger and Diſtreſs, we find this 


particularly pleaded with Gop to obtain Mercy. 


Good Nehemiah having taken ſpecial Care, and 
given ſtrict Command to the Levites and Others, to 


ſanftifie the Sabbath-day, he thereupon prays to 
Gop in this manner; Remember me,  _ 
O my GoD, concerning this alſo, and Neem. xiii. 42. 


ſpare me according to the greatneſs of 


thy Mercy. | 
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SECTION v. TY 


The Corruption and Miſery of many who. deſpiſe . 


or neglect this Day, is a further Argument for 
our religious Obſervation of it. 1 


if there are any who refuſe to be won uhr, 


by the Bleſſings and Advantages that arren the 
Obſervation of the fourth Commandment, yet 
ſurely the Miſehiefs which follow upon the Con- 
tempt and Profanation of the Lord's-day, will 


awaken them to ſome Senſe of the Obedience due 


to this Law. 


How amazingly has the Contempt of the Sal- 


bath perverted the Thoughts and Tempers of Men, 
and corrupted their Manners ? Let Men once 
come to make this Day common, and we ſhall ſoon 
after find them uſing it to wor/e Purpoſes than 
other Days. Were it poſſible to deſcribe all the 
Scenes of Riot and Debauchery, and all the im- 
frous Converſes of Men to ſtrengthen and cheer 
up one another in their Averſions to the Worſhip 
ot Gop, and the Ordinances of this Day, _ 

they 
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they have once learned to deſpiſe it; there could | 


not be more odious and ſhogking things: ſet to 
view, than what are practiſed by many Profaners 
of the Lord's: day. | 
that need to have theſe things enlarged on. Too 
many Inſtances occur in our Times, every where 
both, in Cities, and Villages, throughont this 

and. Jud Juda Wund: d A oy i ent 

Many are by this very thing led to Deiſin, and 


— 


to diſpute ae reyealed Religion, that they 
may ſet aſide the Religion of this Day. Tho 
they ſin againſt the Law of Nature in part (as I 


have ſhewn) when they refuſe to give ſo reaſon- 


able a Proportion of their Time to Gon, as well 


as againſt an expreſs Law written by Gop him- 
ſelf. | LY MS 


Others fall into a Solitarineſs and Sullenneſs of 


Spirit, by forſaking the Aſſemblies of this Day; 
and are fit for # Society, nor for any u/efu] parts 
„„ 2 | 
Factious Meetings, and n and In- 
trigues that diſorder States and Families, often a- 
riſe from the Neglect of the Religion of this 
Day. For the better good Men are cmploy'd, the 


worſe private Cane impious and vicious Men em- 


Ves. | 


ploying chem 


Frequent are the Acknowledgments of con- | 


demned Malefactors, that their Profanations of the 


How awful are theſe /arnings/ And how much 
do they tend to credit the Law: of the Sabbath, 
when the Neglect and deſpiſing of it is the occa- 
ſion of ſo much Corruption, and Miſery ? How 
does it make one tremble to think of haying 2 


Portion at laſt, with ſuch a miſerable Crew? - - 


* Yea, 


1 


ut I believe there are few. 


Lord day firſt led them to thoſe Courſes, which 
9g them to an untimely and infamous Death. 


uld 


to 


pon a Lord's-day. 
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Yea, how many Judgments, at preſent, do Men 
expoſe Lee to, by profaning Gop's Sab- 
bat hs Obſerve that Connection which there is 
betwixt this Sin, and the Executions of divine 
Vengeance in this World, as ſometimes repr _ 


ed in Scripture.” In one Place 3 it is 


cd My "Sadbarks they: gart) So. Bet $a. 5 
luted; then, 1 ſaid, I would pour out 


them. In another place it is writ- | 


ten, IF oi Dill not hearken unto me Jer. xy * 
to 2 be Sabbath-day,- } 


end it ſhalt devour the Palaces, and not he quench- 
d. All this we are called to conſider, and to be 


come upon a City or Aingdom. And is it not a 
iery good Argument, then, to correct thoſe Pro- 
banden of God's OF which procure ey Ca- 
amities? 


The penitential Confeſſions of this Cuy * 
Nation, in Times of general Calamity, declare 
that for this Jniquity FREY were 
Fire of London which began Sept. 2. 1666. began 

any then it was acknow- 
kdoed, that bo» were the Chaldeans or Ba- 
hlewians that kindled and ſpread thoſe conſuming 
Flames, yet the Diſpleaſure of Gop was herein 


nanifeſted againſt 7bjs Cizy, for the deſpiſi * 


lis $2bbaths. One of the Writers upon that 
cafion lays, cc The Time ſhewed the 7 reſpaſs. ” 
And he adds, cc thax ſurely one of London's foul- 
"eſt Scars was the Profanation of Gop's holy 
Day: No Sin of later Vears being more ge- 
' nerally and e 47 Alſo 1 
2 the 


* 


my Fury upon them in the Wilderneſs 70 conſume 


then coil! I kindle a Fire in the Gates of Jeruſalem, | 


humbled in a Senſe of it, when publict Judgments 


puniſhed. 'The 


* 
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1 the Plague raged. he in the Qrdy: 
Seethe way of for an Faſis it is particular) 
70 L 105 mention'd, 1 ge a not Keeping ho- 

« ly the Lor 's-day was one thief 


. Cauſe, why fach gear ne terrible Fagues n 


{66 in upon Us. ney U 


Lord 5-day brin s ſuch Miſeries, we ought to pre- 


Our Day of Reft ſbouid now be kept boly, beep 


It is of Gop's Mercy "that the "like Jud ment 
hive not reach d us fince, and. conſumed ut 
our Subſtance, as it did our Fathers, when we aue 
ſo ſhamefully repeating their Crimes. But if there 
was any Piety and Honeſty in rheſe Confeſſiom, 

we ſhould look to ai Ae our 
ſent, Safety) as grea engthening the Ar 
ment 1 wi u CE Sue the Ng of 4 


vent theſe, as e be, 3 our l eh 
ous obſerving it. 


S eee eee 


SECTION VI. 


N that Eternal Reſt which it typiſies, ond 
Wo it 15 2 e to feht 16. 


X 2 are not only to commetnorate the 700 
VV Works of Gop, on his Day, and celebrate th. 
the Praiſes of our Creator, and Redeemer ; but I 


e are to d look forward to that glorious State and{ fort] 
World of Reft, into which oui Lor 

n. 10. "Redeemer entered when he ceaſed lep. 
from his own Works, a Gop di of! 

From * If it was an Argument with the Few Wy 


to keep their Sabbath, becauſe of that Reſt to 
which 1 were ant and which wy then . 


* 


| - Ke | | 
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KIVA K | INN ICH. nenne. 8 US bn 
' » WW in Promiſe from God; how much more ſhould 
Her: WY er Day of Reft be religiouſly folemniz'd, when 


# need C le | 
larly it is a Type and Earneſt of 4 Rein its own Na- 


5 ho- ture infinitely excesding chat of Canaan, and e- 
a Il reclaſting tee ꝝ :::: ð 
In the Ages of eg there was a ge- 
neral Tradition, that Gop's making the World 
in ſix Days and reſting the /evenzh, had this 
Meaning; namely, that the World ſhould abide 
fix thouſand Years ; for one Day is with the Lord 
a 2 thouſaud Tears, and a thouſand Years as one 
Day : And then the Son of God ſhall come a- 
gain from Heaven, to deſtroy the Empire of the 
wicked one, and to judge the wicked, and to 
change the Fun, Moon, and Stars, and to new 
make the World; and then the eighth Day ſhall 
be the Beginning of the other World; thar is, 
of a new and happy State of Things, of which 
det l be 0 . 3 1 ry 
However that be, the Scripture expreſly tells 
us, that it is according to the Promiſe . 
F Gop, to look for new Heavens, 2 Pet. iik 13. 
and a new Earth, wherein dwelleth | 
Righteouſneſ5. In a firm and afſured Belief of this 
RenovatION of all things by | Jesvs CrrisT, 
we commemorate his Reſurrection, and keep holy 
the Day after the Fewiſh Sabbath: Hereby de- 
Cclring, that we look for a new and better Reſt 
then theirs, an eternal Reſt with our Redeemer. 
This future expected Reſt is admirably ſhewed 
forth, and typiſied, by a right Obſervation of the 
Lord's Day: A Day which ſhould therefore be 
kept holy, becauſe. our eternal Sabbatiſin and State 
of Happineſs will be very much according to this 


ff «5 
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vid. Cotcler. Annst. in Epiſt. S. Barnab, 


IR H 3 Platform. 
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Platform., We may cotifider this in four Re. 
ſpects. _ 
: 1. There will be a Coſi Gem al earthy 
Labours and Enjoyments. 
In a State o everlaſting Reſt len will be ko 
farther Occaſion to think What Ve} Hall cat, or 
what we ſhall drink, or wherewithal we ſhall be 
clothed; For we, Mall then have no Want of theſe 
Fhings, nor will there be any Crofes and Aftjc- 
tions about them, not any o thoſe Sorrows and 
Diftempers which are created by them; but this 
Mortal ſhall put on Immortality, and this nararal 
earthly Body will be raiſed a ſpiritual Body, and 
we ſhall be as the Angels of Gop. All the Fruits 
and Products of Men's Labour about this Earth, 
ſhall be deſtroy'd; and the Works that are upon 
the Earth ſhall alſo be burnt u ; (as the Earth it 
ſelf ſhall alſo be;) and then the Soul muſt needs 
be wholly taken off from every carthly Bufineſs 
and Enjoyment. 
Think ſcriouſly of this, and then ſay, if our 
Day of Reſt be not a fit Repreſentation of ſuch 
a State. He that believes the Goſpel, muſt ſure- 
ly diſcern the Agreeableneſs of our keeping a 
weekly Reſt in une afide thoſe Labours, and 
Cares, and Pits „Which muſt all be lad | 
aſide intirely when our final Re 55 comes. How 
admirably contrived are our Sabbaths nom, to 
prepare us for quitting theſe earthly things, by in- 
uring ourſelves at ſuch ſtated times to ceaſe from 
them, and. to turn our E 1 quite another 
Way? 
WY Our eternal Reſt will be a State of yen 6 
Holineſi, and therefore we are now requite to 
keep holy the Sabbath- day. 
The Reſt above, hath nothing to defile it, 
any more than it hath to 2 it. The . 
where 


he Lords Dar. . 
Re. where our Reſt ſhall be, is rib, | 
#9 ed as a holy City Aud there ſpall Rev. xk. 23 wo 
in o wiſe enten into it any thing that 
defileth, neither whatſoever worketh {ination 
The Gop, in whoſe immediate Preſence we are 
to dwell, is not to be ſeen without Holineſs: The 
Society to which we mult be joined are holy An- 
gels, and an innumerable. Company of thoſe that 
have waſhed and purified their! Lobes in the Blood 
of the Lamb. How fit a Type of ſuch a holy 
State is our Day of Reſt, if 3 it 8 kept boly a5 Go 
| appoints ? 
On this Day we cb in Gov? 8. holy Place, 
and tread thoſe, Courts where all Profanenefs, and 
Wickedneſs, ſtand condemned: Where we con- 
ts and lament our Sins, and vow againſt them, 
and renounce our corrupt Fleſo, and the ſinful 
Cuſtoms and Vanities of the World, and all the 
Temptations. of the Devil. Where we join our 
ſelves to thoſe who are reputed holy Perfons, and 
apply to Sacraments and to the Blood of Feſus to 
waſh away all Sin. Is not our keeping holy a 
Day in this-manner, a very inſtructive Figure and 
Draught of. that everlaſting holy Day we expect, 
when all Gop 's holy People ſhall be gather ed 
3 ether, and when the Church of 
Chriſt will be a glorious Church, not Eph. v. ay. 
havin Spot, or Wrinkle, or any ſuch | 
thing ? The more free from Spot and Deadneſs we 
keep this Day, the more lively a Repreſentation 
will it be, of that ſinleſi, and endleſi Reſt, which 
remains hereafter to the People of Gop. 
The Services and Employments of our eternal 
N Sabbath, will be much the ſame with thoſe of our 
; Sabbaths now, and therefore they ſhould be at- 
it, tended to the more diligently. 
ace In the Reſt we every Soul is auen it 
here H 4 belt 


a a 4 *T . L - 
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ſelf 5 Gong intently. viewing his Glory, cons 
| ting h 18 1 ertecti NF ſurycying his 
orks, and confidering the.{everal, Relations. 
in which He ſtands to, dhe various Qzders of: Be- 
s throughout the Uniyerſe. 916 141 15s 
eee thoſe da Linſtructed 1 — are obe. 
diently Jieſdin to all Rights and De of 
the King ol Ki DBS3 ; Þ eh of them chear fully ex- 
ecuting 1 Dink: Pleaſure, according to N 
differing Orders and Cpacitiess. : 
"The? are alſo joining in humble dun, and. 
in harmonious Songs of Praiſe. _ 

There the Wonders of redeeming Love are 035 
ly publiſh'd; and the Lamb that was fairs has his 
peculiar Song, compoſed of fineſt Thoughts, and pro- 
End with hoe Accents; and Laue and Joy | 
inſpite every Breaſt. N 
Among thoſe bleſſed Spirits, > Gag are all man- 
ner of friendly Offices to each other, and conti- 
nual Diſcoveries of the tendereſt Affections. Souls 
are telling what Almighty Grace has done for 
them, and communicating their Goodneſs and 
Happineſs all the Ways they can to one another. 
This is the ſummary CCount of the Employments 
of an eternal Sabbath. 5 

Ho aptly is ſuch a State as this repreſented, 
by eur ow going to the Houſe of Gon, there to 
| behold and hear of the Divine Glory, and to find 
the Knowledge of Gop? There alſo we read, and 
ſpeak; and bear, of all Gop' s wondrous V orks; z 
and' learn his Rigbis, and our own Duty to him; 
and there we ſolemnly pay our Homage, and of- ner: 


fer our Sacrifices of Prayer and Praiſe with the ſuc 
Multitude of them that BY boy Day. When we | tha 
are thus engaged as we ought to bez and when | {inc 


we are alſo employed in Acts of Charity to the ¶ are 
| Souls,” or Bodies of others; ; and are diffuling of 


Leb 3 


neral laying by their meaneſt and fouleſt Garments, 
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Light, and Lou, and Goodneſs to all around us, as 


. 1 


far as we can And ate calling upon others to Hag - 
aify the LD 07h us,” and fo to exalf his Name 
ele do fiir e Reſetiblance have ye, of. 
what they are doing in the World of Reſt above? 
The Thought of this fliould make our Forde. 
days Employments the moſt delightful Employ- 
ments Efe LIVES? ee £9 Ge 
4. The future Reſt of Chriſtians is repteſent- 
ed by our preſent Day of Reſt, in the Splendour 
R e 
The Book of the Revelation deſcribes thoſe 
who are at Reſt with Jeſus Chriſt, as beautiful- 
ly clothed, well fed and conducted, nobly endo- 
ed, and fill'd with all manner of Bleſſings. They - 
are ſaid to be arrayed in white Robes, and to carry 
Palms in their Hands, and to wear Crowns on their 
Heads; Enſigns of Victory and Honour all ſplen- 
did and auguſt. And as to their Food and Con- 
duct, the Lamb is ſaid to feed them, and to lead 
them to living Fountains of Waters, and the Glory 
of Gop ſhines on them, and enlightens them. There 
Gop beſtows upon them all ſpiritual Gifts and 
Endowments, and all outward Marks of Favour 
and Power; and, in one Word, they are ſaid to 
„ EIT NEB o# 
Now conſider what Reſemblance of all this 
we have, in our preſent Days of Reſt, There is 
a great deal of outward Splendour on this Day. 
Whole Aſſemblies of People appearing, in their 
beſt, and molt decent Attire; all Perions in ge- 


ſuch as are uled in the lower Offices of Life, or 
that receive any Pollution by the Trades and Bu- a 
ſineſs of other Days. In ſome Aſſemblies there "= 
are the Enfigns of Regal Power, and other Marks Rn 
of Honour, Dominion and State. Could we look 
Over 


10 Reaſons For helping Holy 

over a whole: Nation on ſuch 2 Day. as this, ' and 
compare their Appearknee' then, with: their /Ap. 
pearance at other times, łhere is ſomething even 
in this outward Splendour of our Sabhaths, m- 
. ee of cn r got Reſt We de here. 
er | 71 OX 3 03474 

On theſl Days the Nandi alte his Follow - 
ers _ he ead of Life, and with a living 
Stream that flowed from himſelf; and Gon ſhines 


into the Hearts and Souls: of Men his marvel. 


ous Light. He gives the moſt valua ie Gifts, (as 
was ſhewt before in ſeveral Inftinces) alid confers 


many Marks of Grace and Favour on his 


Worſhipers; and here he engages, that 1 good 
thing ſoall be with = held from ous 4 walk up- 
' rightly | 
| Could we, WY all this, look ind the Soul; 
of truly devout and picus Chriſtians; and take 
Account of their Heavenly Ardors, their godlike 
Thoughts and Diſpoſitions, their Concern for the 
| Intereſt of Gop and CHRIST in the World, and 
their good Will and charitable Inchnations to all 
about them; here we ſhould diſcern a very near 
j — Emblem of the heavenly State and Sab- 
ba + 
Can any Man chat fivatly: conſiders theſe 
things, and that hopes for Ire Reſt with 
CnRisr, make light of our br Reſt, when 
they are ſo plain and near a Pattern of that Sab- 
bath which will be everlaſting? How ſhall any 
Man be happy in quitti for ever, the Labours 
and Enjoyments of this World, if he cannot per- 
ſuade himſelf to hy them aſide one Day in ſeven? 
How ſhall we: ſpend an Eternity in Gop's holy 
Preſence, and in holy ſpiritual Exerciſes and Em- 


ployments, if we cannot-bring ourfelves to ob- 


ſerve one Day in a Week as a e for * 


ſuch things? Fhe T 


and Religion? Or what Joy can there be in the 


Splendour and Bleſſings of am endleſs dabbath, to 
him, whoſe gullen ſenſual 8 Hit is ſer againſt 


honghts of chat erer nau Reſt 
now promised ia che Golpely, and expected by all 
the People of Gor, ffrould greatly enforce” this - 
But, to conclude; let thoſe who are careful in 


obſerving the Lord's-dayy comfort themſelves with 
the Thought of that Difference there will be, be- 


twiat their preſent and their future Reſt, as well 
as in thinking of thoſe Things wherein they agree. 
Here, our &e/ is but in part: hereafter, it will 
be full and perfectly free from Diſturbanee. Here, 


our Holineſs is very imperfect; hereafter, it will be 


without Fault or Stain. Here, our Services art 
mean and contemptible, compared with what the 

will be hereafter, when our wilting Spirits thi 

have greater Abilities, and all manner of Advan- 
tages for knowing, adoring, and ſerving Gop. 
Here, our Bleſſings are but like Drops, compar- 
ed with what they ſhall be hereafter, when they 
ſhall low in upon us as from an ever living Foun- 


tain, or roll like plentiful Rivers in a continual 


Succeſſion at Gop's right Hand. Here we ſee 


but little of Gop, and ſee thro' a Glaſs darkly, 
and fad Interruptions there are to our Thoughts 


and Enjoyments of heavenly and ſpiritual Things; 
but in the Reſt that is beyond the Grave, our 
fight of Gop will be clear, and ſatisfying, and no- 
thing ſhall interrupt our Communion with him. 
In our heavenly Sabbath (as one expreſſeth it) 


we ſhall ſee Go p ſo, as that all Masks qhall 


ce be removed, and all Veils rent, we ſhall be 
« filled with Light without Mixtures of Dark- 
« neſs, with Wiſdom without Error, with Right- 
« eduſneſs without Sin, with Joy without Griet, 
„ with Life without Decay or Death. In 


f 


— — . . — — 


* 


) 


108 Reaſons for keeping Holy, &c: 


In this laſt Particular we have nothing in our 
Sabbaths —4 to 8 that hereafter. Theſe 
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upon ĩt. It is a reſting Day without 
Rev, rl. 21. A ſucceeding Night. For there ſball 
- be no- Night there. How - amiable 


muſt a Day in Goy's Courts be, when we think 
of its . to, and preparing us for a State of 
compleatly bleſſed, and perfectly holy Reſt above! 
A Reſt that will be free from all painful Lbour, 
Sorrow, and Sin; without E or I 
tions, and without: E'. 
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that fart fies and bleſſes Their Reſt. © There will 
be nothing to forfeit it, or darken it, or break in 
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Concerning the 


| Religious Obſervation 


OF THE 


S AB B AT H. 


Need not quote any Paſſages to ſnew 


"the high Regaru, which 


eus had for their ſeventh Day. If 
= any are minded to conſult theſe, they 
may turn to their Concordance, and under the 


Words [Day, and Sabbath) they will be directed 


to a great Variety of Things hiſtorical, perceptive, 


promiſſory, and threatning, with relation to this 
facred Reſt, all along the Old Teſtament. 


The 


an and righteous Men among the 
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The moſt abet Paſſag ges in the New Te. 


STAMENT,' Sc len 18 Obſervntion of the 


Tenge e 2 cee of the 


foregomg Treatiſe | 10 10 
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c relt ſpiritually; a ; and inſtead of the old Sabbath, 


ce let every Lover of CHRIST celebrate the 
4 Loans Dar +,” the beſt, and moſt eminent 
« of Days, in which our Life ar Another 
of the firſt Chriſtian Writies, referring to what 

is written concerning the Sabbath in the Ten 
Commandments, and callin 5 upon Men, in the 


. the & abbayh of the 


Language of Moſes, to ſan 
Lok with pure Hands and with à clean Heart, 
applies this to the Reſt appointed for Chriſtians, 
« When 1/aiah ſays, your new Moons and your 


« Sqhbaths I cannot bear them, conſider what 


cc he means by it: The Sabbaths you 'now keep 


cc (ſays God) are not acceptable to me; but thoſe 


« which I have made, when reſting from all 
„Things 1 ſhall begin the eighth Da 55 that is 
& the beginning of the other World. For which 
&. cauſe We — the eighth Day with Glad- 


c 15, in which Jxsus noſe ** he Dead; and, 


“having manifeſted himſelf to his Diſciples, af: 
* cended into Heaven. 


Juſtin Martyr. ofthe an. FASL not only of 


the Obſervation of the LoRD tbc but ot. the 


* ” * — R— 


— 


4 11725 ad Magneſianr, Edit, — Oxon, 4 P. 3. 71 5 8. 
*. 3x Ep. Catholic. S. Barnab. 


particular 


Age ir V furceadling that [Gr he” 
Apoſtles, we find the Logp's-Davy ſpoken of with 
the higheſt Veneration and Reſpect. Tenatins 4 
ſays, Let us no 3 ak ſabbatize, but let us 


L 1113 
particular Services then perform'd by Chriſtians. 
« *x On the Day which is call'd Szn#ay, thole 
« who live in Towns, or in the Country, meet 
« together. in one Place. And the Writings of 
« the Apoſtles, or of the Prophets, ate read, as 
« the Time will allow. The Reader having fi- 
0 niſh'd, an Oration or Sermon is made by the 
« Preſident, wherein he inſtructs the People, and 
« exhorts them to copy after the fair and amia- 
« ble Things laid before them. After which we 
« all riſe up, and ſend our Prayers to Heaven. 
“And then Bread, and Wine, and Water are of- 
« fered, and the Preſident, according to his Abi- 
« lity, prays, and gives Thanks, — the People 
“ joytully conclude with an Amen. There is 
more added in that Place, to ſhew the Devotion, 
and Charity, in which they ſpent the LoRD's- 


Dax. 


Mr. Nene obſerves upon this Paſſage, cc That 


FJuſtiu and Tertullian called this Day Sunday, 


« becauſe it happen d upon that Day of the 
Week which by the Heatbens was dedicated 
to the Sun; and therefore being beſt known 
to them by that Name, the Fathers commonly 
« made Uſe of it, in their Apologies to the Hea- 
“then Emperors. But the more proper and pre- 
“ vailing Name, was (Kveraxn, or) the Lonp's- 
Dax, as it is called by St. John himſelf, Rev. i. 
“ 10. This Day was ſo ſtrictly ſet apart by the 
Ancients for publict Devotion, that the Synod 
« of Illiberis ordain'd, That if any Man dwel- 
« ling in a City (where Churches were near at 


© hand) ſhould for three Lord's Days keep from 


: — _ * ee, 
CC — 2 Pr l SSH. „% oo_. PETTY — . 


* Th Ts mis νν!ᷓ nun c. Apol. II. pro Chriſtianis: vide etiam 
Clem. Alexand. Strom. 7. Ong. Contra Celſum J. 8. Iren. apud Author. 


: Church, 


4 — — U — 2 
J 


 togies of Juſtin, &c. rranſta. ed with 


where apply themſc 
that no Impediments ſhould be allowed to hinder 
their Prayers and Devotions on that Day. 


C 


($2433 
he ſhould be ſuſpended. . The u- 


? ö 1 ö. Vol. I. 
: 4 , F K 1 288 4% 
p. 123. Note c. a 


„ $041,476. e A EVE WI 
In the fourth Centur » Euſebius tells us, that 


the famous Chriſtian Emperor Conflantine, iſſued 
a Precept & or Edict, obliging all the Roman 
Empire to obſerve the Lok D's-Da v, in me- 
&« mory of thoſe Things which were done by the 
& common SAVIOUR of all Men.“ And the Hi, 
torian tells us © he counted that Day the beft and 
ce head of Days, truly the Loxp's, and a Day of 
« Salvation. He then ordered his Army to of- 
ce fer up Prayers to Gop, and gave Direction that 
& his Soldiers ſhould have a Prayer delivered to 
« them. He required that Men ſhould every 

des to religious 44 or ſh1Þ ; and 


It wereealy to multiply Quotations from many 
of the moſt eminent Writers after that Chriſtian 


Emperor. Athanaſius F takes Occaſion, from the 
great Day of Expiation among the Fews, to diſ- 


courſe on the Chriſtian Sabbath. As that was 
eſteemed the Sabbath of Sabbaths by the Jewiſh 
Nation, ſo ſhould Chriſtians eſteem the Lokp's- 
Day; “ the Atonement being then made, and 
ce the Renovation of the Creature then begin- 
“ ning, and Life from the Dead. In the Goipel 
“ Chriſt ſays, I come that I may perfect the 
« JYork: And the Works which the Father ap- 


cc pointed him to do, he did finiſh and perfect them. 


« And he would have that Day conſecrated, on 


— 


* K — — 


De vita Conſtant. Lib. iv. Cap. 18, 19, 20. 
T Athan. oper. Vol. I. Pariſ. 1627, p. 967, 


4. 
$4, * 


which 


aw. 2 . Mt 


L 111 1 


'& which he roſe to diffuſe Light and Grace, and 


& to renew, and recover the apoſtate Race of 
« Adam. 5 eee 
Gregory Mien ſays, © * This Day was ap- 


« ar Sew might ceaſe from their La- 
&« hou 


rs, and from their Sins. Cyril of Alex- 


andria ſpeaks to the ſame Purpoſe, © + We ſpi⸗ 


&« ritually celebrate the Sabbath in CHRIST, ab- 


4 ftaining from every Sin, and reſting from all 


cc terrene Employments, and from the purſuit of 
« 'Things corruptible and periſhing. 


But I will add only 7wo Authorities more, from 


the Fathers. St. Chryſoſtom ſays, „That leſt 
„the Seventh Day ſhould ſeem Je/s conſiderable 


© than the other Days, which were made re- 
“ markable ſor ſome great Work being done, or 
4“ ſome Creatures produced on each of them, 
« therefore Gon dignified it with a more extra- 
« ordinary Blefing, ſanctifying it and ſetting it 
& apart for a Day of Reſt. Yon taught. Man 

« from the beginning, that he ſhould ſeparate 
% one whole Day in the Circle || or Revolution of 
« every Week, Gr ſpiritual Exerciſes, and Em- 
« ployments. In another Place the fame Au- 

thor flvs. “That the Jews eſteemed their Sab- 
« barhs to be given them for their Eaſe and Ceſ- 
© fation from Labour: Whereas this was not the 


Cauſe, but that they might be taken off from 


the Things of this Life, and might turn their 
« Studies and Endeavours to Things ſpiritual.” 


ö n 1 : I t _ — —— 
„ — = * N 7 3 5 , » 


* Homil, VII. in Eccleſ. T. I. p. 440. 
T In cap. VI. Amos. p. 315. R 
II Ex r, xUx>w Tis ed vc, Homil. X. in Gene. | 


"20% 
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And the fame Writer expreſly fays, © * That 
< the Eins r Day of the Week is to be obſerved by 
cc. Chriſtians, as the LoD S- DÄ Rl. 
St. Auſtin, ſpeaking of the Lokxp's-DAx, be- 
ing call'd ſometimes che ſirſt Day, and ſometimes 


ay, of a 


* > 
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TI I u, LA Toutiss T5. Af,“ Hamil. LXXXIV. in Cap. 
XIX. Evan. Joan. „ LA, © | Ow | 
1 Auguſt. Oper. ſecundum Edit. Benedict. Tow. II. p. 1-33. 

Il Finitur ſepti mus, Dominus ſepultus: reditur ad primum, Dominus re- 
ſuſcitatus. Domini enim Reſuſcitatio promiſit nobis &ternum diem, & 
conſecravit nobis Dominicum diem. Tom. V. p. 4636. Is; 
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Some. [TESTIMONIES: coxcerning: 55 Lon 
DA, from ſeveral Engliſh Writers: Which 


; are plate in ſuch Order,” as may give the 
FNeader a 7955 and diſtinct View, both of 


the Importance, Meaning, and perpetual 


Obligation of the fourth Commandment 


and Aya. of the Reaſons for changing the 


15 Day of Reft; and then the manner r of 
 fandhiying it, or keeping t holy.” 


I. FT may be proper to ſet down eig Which 


aftical Polity, Book V. Sect. 70. 
The Oneſttion being put, Whether Feſtival 


. © Days be obſerved, as what we are bound to by 


“Force of divine Law, or elſe by 2 the only po- 
« fitiye Ordinances of the Church?“ It is Io 
anſwered z “ That the very Law of Nature it 
d felf, which all Men confefs to be Gon's Law, 
Ki requireth 3 in general no leſs the Sanctification of 
« Times, than of Places, Perſons, and Things 
« unto Gop's Honour. For which Cauſe it hath 
« pleaſed him heretofore, as of the reſt, ſo of 
« Times likewiſe, to exact ſome Parts by way of 
* perpetual Homage, never to be diſpenſed with- 
* al nor remitted. Again to require ſome other 
« Parts of Time with as ſtrict Exaction, but for 
&« Jeſs Continuance: And of the reſt which were 
« left arbitrary, to accept what the Church ſhall 
e in due Conſideration conſecrate voluntarily unto 
« Aike religious L ſes. Of he firſt Kind, 2 
2 * the 


ſhews the Regard due to the Sabbath above. 
all other Holy Days. It is in Hookter's Eceleſi- 


f 
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4 the Jews, was the Sabbath-day e of che ſecond, 


<« thoſe Feaſts which are appointed by the Law 
ce of- Moſes; the Feaſt of Dedication, invented by 
ce the Church, ftandeth in the Number of the 
« laſt Kind. The moral Law requiring therefore 
« a ſeventh Part throughout the Age of the whole 
« F/orld to be that way employ'd, although 
ce with us the Day be changed, in regard of a 
« new Revolution begun by our Saviour Chriſt; 


cc yet the ſame proportion of Time , continueth | 


& which was before; becauſe in Reference to the 
“ Benefit of Creation, and now much. more of 
C Renovation thereunto added by him who was 
c Prince of the World to come, we are bound to 
ce account the Sanctification of one Day in SEVEN 
& a Duty, which Gop's immutable Law doth ex- 


e act Fox EE Xx. 


II. We may next take the Teſtimony and Senſe 


of ſome of our beſt Writers, concerning the Day 
and Time of the Sabbath. 


„ 1 ” 


Mr. Joszen Mev, in his Diſcourſe concern- 
ing the Obſervation of the Sabbath and Lord's-day, 
writes thus: © In fixing the Jewsſh Sabbath there 
c were two Reſpects of Time, Firſt, the Quo- 
« fum, one Day of ſeven, or the ſeventh Day af- 
« rer;fix Days Labour. Secondly, the De/igna- 


« gion, or pitching the ſeventh Day, upon the 


& Day we call Saturday. In both, the fab- 
pbatical Obſervation was a Sign, and Profeſ- 
« ſion that Jehovah and no other was the God of 


« Iſrael; the firſt, according to his Attribute of 


ce Creator, the ſecond of Deliverer of Iſrael out of 
* Expt. e e eee de 


ec had laboured they profeſſed themſelves 
«© Worſhipers of that only Gop, who created 
; 4 


" 


„ By fanRifying tho ſeventh Day, after they 
7 


1 


. Sith, Sonnet 


my (Þ ww wo = 


.4 4 & © 
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the Heaven and the Earth, and having ſpent 


* fix Days in that great Work, reſted the ſeventh 


„Day; and cherefore commanded them to ob- 


& 
cc 
00 
« ſerve this ſuitable Diſtribution of their Time, 
L 
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«& as a Badge or Livery that their religious Ser- 
„vice was 'appropriate to him alone. And this 


c is that whic the fourth Commandment in the 


« Reaſon given from the Creation inrendeth, and 
« 20 more but this. 

Their obſerving Saturday For: chels Kventh 
„Day was, that they might profels themſelves 


« Servants of Jehovah their God, in a Relation 
“and Reſpect peculiar and proper to themſelves; 


&« to wit, that they were the Servants of that 
« God, which redeemed Iſrael out of the Land 
« of Egypt, and out of the Houſe of Bondage 
« and upon the Mornin ng Watch of that very 
« Day which they kept for their Sabbath, he o- 
«© verwhelmed Pharath and all his Hoſt in the 
« Red-Sea, and ſaved //rael that Day out of the 
« hand of 4 the Egyptians. 

« But whether this Day were in order the ſe- 

venth from the Creation or not, the Scripture 

is filent : For where it is called in the Com- 


＋ 

66 

„ mandment the ſeventh Day, that is in Reſpect 
* of the ſix Days of Labour, and not ot ler- 
00 


« wiſe. 

„ The Chriſtian, as well as the Yew, Alter ſix 
« Days ſpent in his own Works, is to ſanctify the 
„Seventh, that he may profeſs himſelf thereby 
« a Servant of God, the Creator of Heaven and 


* Earth as well as the Jew. For the res 


therefore, the Jew and Chriſtian agree; ut in 
« Deſignation of the Day they differ. Of this, 
in following Quotations. See allo a Quotation in 
the foregoing T geo from che Author r now cited, 


FOR: Pl. 13 Biſhop 
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Biſhop ParRIck, in his Commentary on the 


xxth Of Exodus, writes to the fame Effect. After 


a long Quotation out of Maimonides, to explain 
the o different Cauſes which are mentioned for 
the obſerving of the Jewiſh Sabbath, (the one 
noted in that xxx of Exodus, the other in the vi 
of Deuteronomy,) the Biſpop gives his own Senſe 
thus: © In the beginning of the World Gop 
“ pleſſed the ace Dh, Gen. ii. 3. and now 
& particularly choſe this ſeventh Day for a Sab- 


5+ bath which he order'd them (the People of 7/- 


© 7ael) to abſerve, in Memory of their coming 
4 out of Egypt on that Day.” And here he re- 
fers us to his Commentary on Chap. xvi. Ver. 5, 
Dr. 'War.L1s, Profeſſor of Geometry at Oxford, 
in his Defence of the Chriſtian Sabbath againſt 


Mr. Thomas Bampfield, has with great Clearneſs 


ſtared and juſtified that Explication of the fourth 
Commandment, ' which is infiſted on in the 18, 
19, and 20 Pages of the foregoing "Treatiſe. 

"He tells us particularly, that whereas Mr. Bamp- 
feld obſerves, & and would lay great Weight 
& upon it, that it is (Haſbebigni) the ſeventh (the 
6“ Article Ha anſwering to our The) not a Seventh. 


It is very true, and very proper ſo to be. But 


he largely ſhews,' * That the Commandment 


4e fays nothing of the ſeventh Day of the Week 


6 in a continued Succeſſion from the Creation 
* but the /eventh Day after ſix Days Labour. 
And then he further ſhews that the fixing of the 
Jes ſeventh Day, was by their computing from 
the 1 of Manna. The ſeventh Day 
« from the firft 

“ Camp, was the beginning of a new Day for 
« their Sabbath. This he proves from the 
xvith of Exodus, where it is evident from the 
3 3 8 courſe 


falling of the Manna about theit | 


2 


e 


& mine: For this, he adds, no Man can tel] 
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courſe of the: Hiſtory, ( that the /eventh Day be- 


4“ fore that ſolemniz d in the 23% Verſe, was not 
< obſerved as a Sabbath. The Camp having re- 
moved on hat Day, and the whole Hoſt travelled 
« a very weariſome Journey; and that Evening the: 
4 Quails came up and covered the Camp, which 
&« they were not then forbidden to gather, and to 
«prepare fr Food. d r e 
Whether this ae ſeventh Day from the firſt 
&« raining of Manna, be the ſame with hat from 
the Creation, he does not go about to deter- 
„ but 


« there is i to one odds, that it is not. 
If any think. this a Matter of ſuch Importance, 
as to make the Authority of the fourth Com- 
mandment depend upon it, I with they would ſe- 
riouſly and carefully read Dr. Wallis's two De- 
fences of the Chriſtian Sabbath. The firſt in An- 
ſwer to Mr. Bampfield's Enquiry. whether the 


. Fourth Commandment be repealed or altered. The 


ſecond, a very large and full Ręjoinder to Mr. 
Bampfield's Reply to the Doctor's former Diſ- 
courſe on the Sabbath. One printed in the Vear 
1692, the other in 1694. „„ 


f III. Gooceming the Morality of the Sabbath, 


conſider what is {aid by Biſhop Hoexixs in his 
Works as they are collected in Folio, pag. 1 345 
135, 136. The Heads there inſiſted on are theſe. 

c Firſt, Certain it is that a convenient Portion 
« of our Time is due unto the Service and Wor- 


© ſhip. of Gon, by natural and moral Right. 


cc Secondly, The Law of Nature doth not 
« dictate to us any particular ſtated Days to be ſet 
« apart for the Worſhip of God, one more than 
« another. But before this it is obſerved, 
& That: were it propounded to our ſelves how 
AA 14 e n 
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60 SET we. would have allowed fon L 


“Ve have all, than himſelf hath done. 


„ Thirdly, That the ſeventh Day heal be | 
« eſpecially..conſcerated to the Service and Wor- | 
«ſhip of GoD, is Trot: his en Will and 


6 Command. 


Fourthly, This Declaration of the Will of 
on concerning the Sanctification of the 8ab-· 
127 is attended with a moral Reaſon, and 


« . es efore is not meerly and bartly politivey/as 
« ceremonial Laws are. 


280 that: account. (ſays tho. / bey) this Com- 


64 mand to be Moral. Poſitive. Moral, in that it 


ce re 


* dicated to the Worſhip and Service of Gon: 
«Poſitive, in that it — the ſeventh Day 


6“ (not a third, fifth, or any other) for that eſpe- 
< cial Service, which the Light and Law of Na- 
« ture did not prefix; and mixed of both, in that 


cc it gives a Reaſon, of this Preſcription, which 
* LE ſomewhat of natural Equity in it, but yet 
8 ſuch : as could not have been thicovered with- 
9 out. of aaa and divine Revelation. 


When there is a great Equity in the thin 


ce. 8 enough to ſway a rational and honeſt 


« Man to the doing of it, that is to be account- 
84 ed moral, and es by the Law of Na- 
ure. 
Another of our Wi riters on the Sabbath aus 
That the moral Law is taken, by ſome, for the 


„Light or Inſtinct of Nature which Adam had 
„in the State of Innocency: But as no Man 


« knoweth by Nature the Extent of Adam's 
13 Li ight in. all je therefore Gop has giv- 


Vritten 


66 12 us che Subſtance of the Law of Nature in 


OD; we 
“ could. not without Shame and Bluſhing have 
<« ſet. apart leſs Time fox his Serviec from whom 2 


equires a due Portion of our Time to be de- 


oP 
1 
33 


bp Io 


man Nature was compl 


ann! 


& vritten Predepts, that is in the Ten Command- | 
« nente; which are called moral, as they are not 
60 Ceremonial, but re _e nora bind- E 
« ing to all A 0350 foim 7 > 
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IV. Teſtimonies concerning} che Loni'sDix, 
or the Fixs r Day Sabbath. . 
When our Saviour would re&ify the Yew 
Notions concerning the Sabbath, 60 he does not 
« refer them to the Inſtitution of it at the ga- A 
« thering of Manna in the Wilderneſs, but to 
« the time of Gop's creating Man, ſaying, the 
« Sabbath was made for Man, and not Man fur 


( the Sabbath. That is, the Sabbath was not 


« fr/# made, and then Man for the ſake of the 
“Sabbath; but Man was fir? created, and OD: 
« the Sabbath was ſanctified for his Happ | 
« as the Bleſſing of it ſignifieth. God's bare ec : 
« ing from Work, did — make it for Man, but 
« his fanCtifying it, or ſetting that Time apart 
« from the «3. Uſe of Man for the Service 
« and Worſhip of his Creator; and then, we 


© have reaſon to believe, he did immediately re- 


« veal the Knowledge of it to Adam, that he 
“might anſwer the Deſign of Gop in fanctify- 
« ing the ſeventh Day for him, and to make it a 
Pattern for after Ages. Mr. Iſaac Maribo I 
Tract on the Sabbath, p. 4. 

The fame Author largely ſhews, that to follow ;- 


the Pattern of Adam's Sabbath, is to keep the 


firſt Day of the Week, or the firſt of our Time. 
* A Adam's firſt Sleep = he) when the hu- 
eatly formed, and Eve 
vas brought to him at "the uy of the Arth Cre- 
© ation Day, their Sabbath began with the Mern- 
« ing Day light of the /eventh Day, and the firſt 
Y ens after che finiſhing of the — 3 * 
ceing 
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& ſeeing the Order of Gon's Work and Reſt, and 
<« the original moral Duty of Man to offer 
« theifr/t. of "Time: to tho Hraiſi af his Creatur, 
ee before he ſerved himſelf, did firſt begin he 
ec Sabbath. with the Day light unto Man; 
0c have then Reaſon to conclude:that;/ach a 22 
« path..is. moſt: morally to be obſerved by the 
World, as nor other Sabbath can more univer- 
6 Elly ſuit with the Kuka of Nature in K. 
4 Part 0 I. 5 4 Q 
Indeed Gon: can, by his Ptcetundahrey if 
« penſe With the Alteration of the Sabbath from 
ce this firſt Pattern, as he did by a Law to Iyuel; 


“ (making their Sabbath to FoLLow their ifix 
ce Days 3 Manna and other Labours, 


ce tho Adam's Sabbath was kept Bzror his fix 
% Pays of common Work ;) as alſo 
00 cept of Divorcement, Gon did diſpenſe with 
cc the moral Pattern i in Adam and Eve, that none 
cc ſhould put away his Wife; but chis we find 
& did, not at all deſtroy the moral Uſe and bind- 

© ing Quality of the Pattern: in our firſt. Parents, 
40 . ono was come: And ſoit! 18 with che 
ce firſt Pattern of the Sabbath. 


The Practice of ChRIS T's Diaet * the 


04 Primitive Churches, ſhews us, that the firft of 
« Time from the work of purchaſing our Re- 
e demption, bearing the Image of the firſt of 


„ Adams and Eve's Time from the Creation, is 


e moſt acceptable to Gon. In another Place 
he obſerves, ( That with Reſpect to the chief 
% moral End for which the Sabbath was firſt 
c made for Man, it might have properly been 
ce called the Firf-Day Sabbath throughout all 
& Generations: But  Gop calls it in his Law the 
ce ſeventh Day, becauſe that would better anſwer 
8. the Memorial of his finiſhing the Work of 

44 Creation, 


by the Pre- 
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« Creation, and carry the Honour of that to the 


Creator, rather than to the Creature. The 
«. Sabbathi was appointed in the Name of the ſe- 
« venth Day, not to deny Adams moral Obedi- 
« ence, in keeping his firf Day Sabbath before his 
« fix working: Days, to be a Pattern to his Poſte- 
& rity; (or that Adam's firſt” Sabbath could not 
properly be called afterwards ſucceſſively Man's 
« firſt Day Sabbath ;) but becauſe the ſeventh 
« Day of Gop's Reſt conſidered from thence as 
« after Man's fix working Days, did better ſuit 
«the Memorial of Gop's Creation and Reſt, and 
« the Typical Uſes of the —_ ect anc © 


The Sabbath was expreſly ſanctified in theſe 


« Words {tbe} ſeventh Day, and not a] ſeventh 
« Day, to preſerve the conſtant Order of our ſix - 
« working Days together, and that Men ſhould 
« not, at their own Pleaſure, alter the Sabbath 
« to any different Day; as, to the firf Day in 
“ one Week, and to the ſecond or any other in 
« the Weeks following, ſo as they keep one Day 
« jn ſeven in every Week. Moreover, it is not 
« ſaid [a] but [the] ſeventh Day, to prevent 


4 Men's Alteration of it to any other Day, than 


« what we have a Pattern for in the Holy Scrip- 
« tures: That as it was to bind Adam and others 
« after him, to the Obſervation of the] ſeventh 
“ Day ſucceſſively after his firſt Day Sabbath 
* without Alteration; ſo it was to oblige //rae/ 
« to keep | the] ſeventh Day Sabbath ſucceſſive- 
* ly after their firſs Sabbath in the Wilderneſs 
without a Change; and to tye us, ſince the 
e Jewiſh ſeventh Day Sabbath is abrogated, and 
“ we have a Pattern left us to obſerve the firſt 
Day of the Week, that from thence we ſnould 
* keep the Chriſtian Sabbath ſucceſſively on [the 
* ſeventh Day without Alteration, as Adam, 5 
2 e gp. 


5 : 
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« the 1/raetites did, after thei rfirſs Days Sabbath 
« Had the Command Berner La] ſeventh 
&. Day, it might have occaſioned Doubts and 
4 Confuſions;/ but ät being axpreſly commande 
cc in theſe Words C rhe ſeventh: Day zit does fig: 
by nify the Mind of Gop ſo clearly, as both to 
< prevent tuch. Conduſions, „ and to "preſerve the 


& ated under the Change tha has bern made of 
e the Sabbath. 

Biſhop Horxas writing for the Chriftian Sab- 
bath, (in the 137 ch Page of his Works in Folio; 
and having quoted the ſeveral Texts in the New 
Teſtament, commonly referr'd to on this Subject, 
ſums up the Evidence for the Obſervation 0 the 
firſt Day of the Week thus: 

“Fut the Force of thoſe Scriptures together, 
cc and they will certainly amount to the full Proof 
& of the Inſtitution of this firſt Day Sabbath. 
ce It js called the Lonp's-Dax; it was appointed 

( ce and uſed for the Aſſemblies of the Saints; for 
= & the Preaching and hearing of the Word, and 
c Adminiſtration of the Sacrament ; for the Col- 

& lection of Alms for the Relief of the Poor; 

& and this not in one Church only, but in other 
« Churches of the Saints, and that likewiſe not 
& at ſome more ſolemn times only, but weekly. 
te Pat theſe together, and what more plain and I © fi 
c evident. Proof can 4 thing! of this Nature ad- © v 
6. mit of? A e b. 

If we 75 to "thi likewriſo: the: unanimous I © p 
4 Conſent of the moſt holy and ſpiritual Men, £ © a 

« who are generally found to be the moſt ſtrict 1 © 11 
66 Obſervers of the Lord's-Day ; and laſtly, the Fro 
c great Bleſſing that Gon hath poured out upon mad 

his People, in the ere Effuſion of hi; © prot 
* Grace and INT ont in . 5s hob Ordi- I age 
= "ds \- © | I 5 5.06) ances this 


« nances bred on this ac 


Lyndwood, in his Gloſs 


CINED 


it © wilt be paſt 
&-a1l Queſtion and Debate that this is the Da 
the Lok hath made for himſelf, and therefore 
«. let us be glad and rejoice therein.” N 
That of St. PAUL 1 Cor: xvi. 2. render d in 
our Tranſlation pon the firſt Day of the Meet, 
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Dr. WIr in his Annotations has ſhewn: Gm 


ſeveral Inſtances of the Uſe of the Greet Word, 
[Kara, ] may be rendered Every ſirſt Day of 
the Meek. On this Day, he adds, that from 
« the Beginning the Chriſtians did affemble to 
«. perform their religious Worſhip, | TT, of 
« them the e e af ops 


v. Some Teſtimonies concerning the bhi 


04/ervation of the Sabbath, or keeping'it Holy. 
Dr. G1ssox, the preſent Biſhop of Loxpox, 


(in his Codex Juris Ecclefraſtici Anglican Vol. 1. 


5 267.) writing on the Holy — of the Lord - 
Day, gives us two very good Paſſages for the Ex- 
plication of that Expreſſion. The one is from 
upon one of Pecobams 
Conſtitutions; he deſcribes the Senſe of the Word 
l or thou ſhalt keep it Hoh, in this man- 
Thou ſhalt reverence this Day, and keep 
0 it clean and pure from all Profanations and Pe- 
« filements in general, dy ceaſing from all thin 
“ vicious; more eſpecial”, by abitainin from 
« bodily Labours and worldly Affairs that would 
prevent thy being at leiſure to attend on Gon; 
and moſt ſpecially, in going ys ve. thy = whol- 
© ly to the Contemplation I 2 
From which, -and FY — the many prot he 
made in the Times of our Saxon Anceſtors ie 
pobining: the Lord's-day, we have another Paſ- 
ape quoted from Biſhop Stilling feet, which is 
this; 7 bat the religious Obſervation of the 5 
ay 
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Day ir 1 Novelty, flarted hy ſomo Sebts and Par. 


ties among us; but it hath been the grnvral Senſe bf 
the heſt gart of the Ubriſtian Morld, and is purti. 
cularly enforced upon us of tie Church of England, 
not ani by the Homilies, hut the moſt antieni ecthe- 
| fraftitabLaws among ul. is G3 DIR. „OS 


Dr. FRaNο̃ WTE Biſhop of Ely in 163 7 


has collected ſeveral Paſſages from the antient Lad) 
and Synods of this Kingdom, which however ap- 
plied by him, yet both the Ref and the Religion 
of the Lord's- Day are provided for by them, ac- 
cording to the Deſign of the foregoing Treatiſe. 
About the Year 688 he refers to a Law of King 
Ina, which ſtrictly prohibits all kind of Wort or 
Labour k. In the Year 876 he refers to a Law of 
Alfred, and to the Laws made by | Edward his 
Son in Conjunction with Guthrun the Dane, f by 
which all /ervile Works, and all kinds of Mer 
chandiſe and Traffick, are forbidden upon very ſe- 
vere Penalties. By a Law of Edgar || in 966 it 
Was required that the Celebration of the Lord's- 

Day ſhould begin from the ninth Hour on the Sa- 


zurday. In the Reign of King Canute, about the | 


Vear 1026, a new Law was made to the ſame 


Effect with that of Eagar's , more particularly | 


and ſtrictly forbidding all Trade, and all meetings 
of People for ſecular Affairs, or Converſes, re- 


2 


p a » 
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* Ex Ina Regis Occid. Saxon. II. c. 3. A STOLE YL | 
- F In ll. Alluredi magni, Regis Anęl. Cum Guthurno Danorum Rege pri- 
mo editis, & in foedere Edovarai Regis fili Alaredi magni cum tbdetn 
Gauthurno poſtea confirmatis, circa An. Dom. 912.24 in die ſolis merca* 


turam egerit, mertem ipſam foris facito, &c. h | 
Il In Il. Eadgari Regis Cap. 5. Unumguemgne diem ſolis quiſque feſium te- 
lebrato ab hora nona diei Satnrni, &c. een | 5 
8 + In Canur. Il. Eccłeſiaſt. cap. 14. & cap. 15. Mercataram etiam in die fo- 
lis, & ſecularem quamlibet Concienem, (niſi magna provotante neteſſitate) ſtrictius 
—— 5 & a Venatione, mundantſqne omnibus operibus nnnſyniſqne ſeduins 
acqme[cat, 2 J $301.) ö 


quiring 


« 


Peccat 
Veamu 
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exhort 

00 
2 Sace 


17 1 
quiring them to abſtain from Hunting, and every 


worldly Employment. 
In a Council held by Archbiſhop Cathhart in 
747 *, the Lord's - Day is appointed to be intirely 
devoted to the Worſhip of Gon, and to religious 
Converſation, and to a right forming and difect- 
ing the Life and Manners according to the Word 
of Gor, abſtaining from all ſecular Buſineſs; Con- 
ventions, and Journeyings:: s 

In the Canons of Egbert Archbiſhop of York 
about the Vear 784 under the Title of che Sab- 
bath, the Lord's-Day is required to be obſerved 
as 4 Spiritual Reſt from all Labour and Sin: And 
becauſe none are wholly free from Sin, therefore 
it ſhould. be our Endeavour as much as may be to 
ſpend this Day in amending what is amiſs, and 
in being Examples of that which is good, and pro- 
moting this Amendment and Piety continually, 
both in our ſelves, and thoſe. that are ſubject to 
The fame Author has collected many Authori- 
ties alſo from Imperial Laws, and Epiſcopal Synods 
in other Nations, that ſpeak the very ſame Things 
concerning the Obſervation of the Lord's- Day. 

In one Council || the Prieſts are required to be 
Aa bog ter? 1661607 vRtthlety 


— * 
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* In Concilio Cloveſhovie ſub Cuthbarto Archi-Epiſ. Dorobernia, cap. 12. 
De honore & obſervatione Dominici diei. Sarto decimo ſiatuitur loco * 1 
Dominicus dies legiuma Veneratione a cunctis telebretrr, ſitqne diuino cuitui de- 
ee. exterioribus negotiis ac ſecnlarium Conveutibus, at que Itiners- 

AS, C.. at 35. 2 N SS kat? 4 % 3 wy. 11 AN Nina.“. 

+ Dominica dies prima dies ſeculi eſt, & dies Reſurrectionis Chriſti, & 
dies Pentecoftes, & ideo ſancta eſt, & nos ipſi debemus ſpiritualiter Sabbatum 
ſabbatizantes, id eſt vacantes ab operibus ſervitutis, a peccatis, quiz qui facit 
peccatum Servus eſt peccati. Sed quia non poſſumus eſſe | fine pecaatis, ca- 
veamus in quantum poſſumus & emendemus quicquid peccaverimus, demus 
bona Exempla ſabditis nobis, & corrigamus noſmet ipſes & Subditos, & 
exhortemur ad meliora jugiter. nps 

I Concil. Paris. I. cap. 50. Imp. Ludov. & Lothar. Specialiter & humilitec 
2 Sacerdotibus Imperialis Majeſtas flagitanda eſt, & ejus a Deo ordinary pore” 

"Y : Tx 
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very careſul in 


are more el} 


or any Pleadings at Law, or execute any Punjſh- 
ments on any Sort or Condition of Men. By o- 


ther Councils #, all Striſes, and ſecular Afar 


are. forbidden, and the 7 _ of Cattle for any 
Labour; and all are required both in Body and 
Mind to attend the Worſhip of Gon, and ipend 
the Day in his Praiſes. By other Councils f Som- 


ing, and Nea ping, and all Sale of things Are ex- 
preſly prohibited; and all forts of Carriages are 
forbidden, upon Penalty of the Cattle being 
forfeited, that are thus N And by ſome 
other Councils, all manner of R 


* * 3 * * * — 


1 


ſtas, ob honorem & reverentiam tanti diei, cunctis metum incutiat, ne in 
| hac fanda & venerabili die, mercatns, & plarita, & raralia quæque opera nec 
von &t quaſlibet corrigationes ullius conditionis homines facere præſumant. 

* Concil. Matiſcon, II. Can. 1. Nullus veſtrum litium fomitibus vacet, &r. 
Nemo ſibi talem neceſſitatem exhibeat quæ jugum jumentorum cervicibus 
imponat, Eſtote omnes hymnis & laudibus Dei, animo corporibuſque in- 
tentj. Anti ſod. Concil. cap. 16. Non licet die dominico boves jungere, vel 
alia opera exercere, Thronenſ. Synod. ſub Carolo Mag. cap. 40. Interdicatur 
ne mercata, & placita uſquam fiant in die dominica, qua oportet omnes 


peram perſeverare. . 

Þ+ Cabilonenſ, Concil. cap, 18. Inſtituimus ut in ipſo dominico die ae 
opera, i. e. arare, meſſes metere, exaQus facere, vel quicquid ad ruris cultu- 
ram pertinet, nullus peritus præſumat. ET "IA | 

I Concil, Ding feld. apud Aventin. Annal. lib. 3. Qui hoc die vehiculari- 
am aut _ modi operam facerit, jumenra ejus publica ſunto, ſi contumax 
perrezerit, G&G. 11 . 33 

Mugemtiac. Concil, ſub Car. M. cap. 37. Omnes dies dominicos cum 
omni veneratione decrevimus obſervari, Cc. Areletenſ. Concil. ſub Car. M. 
t penitus a rurali & ſervili opere ceſſetur, hits ſolum modo peractis 
quz ad Dei cultum & ſervitium pertinere nofcuntur. Rhemenſ. Synod. cay. 
35. Ut diebus dominicis, ſecundum Domiui præceptum, &c. Concil. Pariſ. 2. 
Lib. III. cap. 5. Salubriter admonemus cunctos fideles, ut diei dominico 
debitum honorem & reverentiam exhibeant; quoniam hujus dehonoratio, & 
a religione Chriſtiana valde abhorret, & ſuis violatoribus animarum pernici- 
em proculdubio generat. et ge 


Chriſtianos a fervili opere, in laude Dei, & gratiarum actione uſque ad vel-. 


| everence is TEquir- | 
ed for the Lord's-Day +; and ſervile Works are 


5 A8 ex 


Ccibus 
e in- 
es vel 
icatur 
omnes 
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to be wholly laid aſide for this end, viz. that Men 
may attend to the Worſhip of Gop, and the Ex- 
erciſes 8 And to refuſe thus to honour 
and keep it, is declared a Contradiction to the 
Chriſtian Religion, and exceeding hurtful to the 


Souls of Men. 


Biſhop TAYLOR (in his Life of Curtsr, the 
ſeyenth Edition, Page 243.) ſpeaking of the 
Lord's-Day, tho' he makes it to be of Eoclefial 
tical Inſtitution, yet writes for the religious Ob- 
lars abovementioned. His Words are theſe fol- 
2 He who keeps the Day moſt ſtrictly, 
“ moſt religioufly, he keeps it beſt, and moſt 
« conſonant to the Deſign of the Church, and 
« the Ends of ſe, wy and the Opportunity 
« of the preſent Leiſure, and the Intereſts of his 
“ Soul. The Acts of Religion proper for the 
“Pay are Prayers, Preaching, Catechizing, Acts 
« of Charity, viſiting ſick Perſons, Acts of Eu- 
«© chariſt to Go p, of Hoſpitality to our poor 
« Neighbours, of Friendſhip and Civility to all, 
“ reconciling Differences; and after the publick 
« Aſſemblies are diſſolved, any Act of direct Re- 
& ligion to Gop, or of Eaſe to Servants, or 
" . 977 elſe is Good in Manners, or in Picty, 
6 or in dg © „ 
Dr. WorrTox, (in his Miſcellancous Diſcourſes 


ſervation of it, 3 to the ſeveral Particu- 


Page 316.) corrects ſeveral Diſorders by which 


Men are led to neglect the Religion of this Day. 
“We obſerve, ſays he, the LöRD's-DA v, be- 
* cauſe the Apoſtles, who had the Power of bind- 


© ing and Joofing given them by Jeſus Chriſt, ſet 


that Day apart for the weekly Remembrance 
of the Reſurrection of Je/aus Chriſt, and of the 
Effuſion of the Gifts of the Holy Ghoft. 

. K „ Chrittians 


| LAID! Bf) f an4c; > 
* Chriſtians chen, that do their worldly: Bufine/5, 
* that go on Journies, and that oſten to chuſe on 
that Day that they may loſe no Fime, that ſtay 
* at home upon that Day on pretence of their 
& any thing of that Nature, Where Nebeſſity or 
4 Charity do not require their Stay, are certain- 
ly guilty of a 1 Sin. And they 
yet rather, who ſtay at home becauſe they 
have a Diſguſt to their lawful Miniſter . 
“ Under this Head too, frivolous Pretences of 
e ant of Health, (which never keep them at 
“ home when Buſineſs or Pleaſure are in their 
© way) or of taking Phyfick purely becauſe they 
< will not ſpare another Day, (for of the real 
4 want of Health there is no Controverſy) which 
© are too too often made uſe of as Ex 4 to hide 
& their Lazineſs or Avarice, of which, in the 
©< Caſe before us, one can hardly tell which is 


the moſt inexcuſable, will juſtly come in. Nor 


vill this Obligation of attending upon the pub- 
{M lick Worſhip of Gop, on the Lord's-Day, 


make the Chriſtian Sabbath burthenſome to any | 


Man that believes, and hopes to receive any 
“Advantage from ſerving Gop in the Aſſemblies 
of his Saints. . 75 
Dr. Wir writing of the publick Collect. 
ons, and other Contributions for Charity, which 
were appointed on the Lord's-Day (in his Annota- 
tions on 1 Cor. xvi. 2.) obſerves as follows: That 
<« this Day was appointed for the Worſhip of our 
« Lorp, and ſo more fit for the Performance of 
< thoſe Duties, which concerned his diſtreſſed 
Members. For, as the Works of Charity and 
Mercy are proper Duties of this Day, ſo doth 
“ the Day contain a ſpecial Motive in it to en- 
2 2 8 


„ Vuheritance incorrupt 


ö 
ce large their Charity, as being the 
& Day in which they were begotten 1 pet. i. 3. 
« to a lively Hope, through the R. 
« ſurrection of Chriſ * from the Dead, to an 
* oy and in which they 
& conſtantly participated of his precious Body 
« and Blood, and — having received ſpi- 
ritual Things ſo plentifully from Chriſt, muſt 
« be: more ready to impart ſomewhat of their 


„ Temporals to his needy Servants. 


Not that this was always to be done publickly, 
by putting ſomething every Lord's-Day into a 


common Box for . : Becauſe as that Author 
2 


obſerves, the Words 


agos Tap tauln ri 


et every one place it with himſelf, imports a lay- 


ing by ſomething weekly to be kept in their own 
Power, for Uſes, that when their Contri- 


' butions were called for they might always be 


ready. | = 
VI. I ſhall cloſe theſe Teſtimonies with an Ac- 


count of the Acts of PaRLIAM RENT now in force, 
for obſerving the Lo RD's-D AY: Which may 


probably go much further with ſome Perſons, 


than any other Authorities that have been or could 
be mentioned. | 


1 Car. I. Cap. I. 


 FoRA$MUCH as there is nothing more acceptable 
to Gor than the true and ſincere Worſhip of him 


according to his holy Will, and that the holy keeping 
of the Lord's-Day is a principal part of the true 


Service of God, which in very many Places of this 
Realm bath been, and now is profaned and neglect- 
ed by diſorderly Sort of People z it is therefore en- 
atted, that there ſhall be no Meetings, Aſſemblies, 

| 2 or 
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or Concourſe of People on the Lord S Day for any 
Sports and Paſtimes whatſoever. . People's wander- 
ing abroad in order thereto, is exprelly-prohibited. 
And in whatſoever Pariſh any Perſaus are found in 
any unlawful Sports or Exerciſes, the chief Officer 
or Officers in ſuch Pariſhes, and all Juſtices of the 
Peace, are required 10 puniſh the ſame... An Im- 
peachment any time within a Month after ſuch Dif- 
orders, is allowed and encouraged by that Act. 


The Act of Parliament then ſays, Foraſmnuch as 


the Lord's-Day, commonly called Sunday, is much 
broken and profaned by Carriers, Ic. to the great 


Diſbonour of God, and Reproach of Religion, there | 


fore it is enacted, that no Carrier, Carman, Main- 
man, nor Drover of Cattel, ſball travel on the 
Lord's-Day. upon pain of forfeiting twenty Shil- 
lings. No Butcher is allowed to Kill or ſell Meat, 
but is ſubject to a Penalty by this Statute. The 
Impeachment in theſe Caſes may be any time with- 
in /ix Months after the Tranſgreſſion. And not 
only a Juſtice of Peace or head Officer of a Pa- 
riſþ may puniſh ſuch, but any one may ſue for the 
Forfeiture, and a third Part thereof is appointed 
as a Reward to the Proſecutor. WES 


13 Car. II. Cap. IX. 


There is an Act that provides for the due Ob- 
ſervation of the Lord's-Day at Sea. Ee) 


- 29 Car. II. Cap. VII. 


A Law is made, that requires a putting in Er. 
ecution all former Laws relating to the Obſeryati- 
on 


)b- 


Ex- 
atl- 
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on of the\ Lond'-Dey, Mad ſeveral nwenaBing 


Clauſes are added. That Statute is entituled, An 
Alt for the better Obſervation of the Lord's-Day, 
commonly called Sunday; ſome Parts of which it 
ma 1 proper to recite in the Words of the Act 


Fon be better Obſervation and keeping holy the 
Lord's-day, commonly called Sunday. Be it en- 


acted by. the King's moſt ecellent Majeſty, by and 
with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal and of the Commons in this preſent 
Parliament af/embled, and by the Authority of the 


ſame," That all the Laws enatted and in force con- 
cerning the Obſervation of the Lord's-Day, and re- 


pairing to the Church thereon, be carefully put in 
Execution: Aud that all and every Perſon and 
Perſons whatſoever, ſhall on every Lord s-Day ap- 
ply themſelves to the Obſervation of the ſame, by ex- 
erciſing themſelves thereon in the Duties of Piety 
and true Religion, publickly and privately : And 
that no Tradeſman, Artificer, Workman, Labourer, 
or other Perſon whatſoever, ſhall do or exerciſe any 
worldly Labour, Buſineſs, or York of their ordi- 
nary Callings «pon the 'Lord's-day, or any Part 


- thereof, (Works of Neceſſity and Charity only ex- 
cepted;) And that every Perſon being of the Age of 


fourteen Years or upwards, offending in the Premiſ- 
fes, ſhall, for every ſuch Offence, forfeit the Sum 


. of five Shillings; And that no Perſon or Perſons 


whatſoever ſhall publickly cry, ſhew forth, or ex- 
pole to Sale, any Wares, Merchandizes, Fruit, 
Herbs, Goods or Chattels whatſoever, upon the 


 Lord's-Day, or any Part thereof, upon Pain that 
every Perſon ſo offending, ſhall forfeit the ſame Goods 
Jo cried, or ſbewed forth, or expoſed to Sale. 


II. Z 


L 134 ] 
II. It is further enatted, That no Drover, Horf:: 
Courſer, Waggoner, Butcher, Higler, their or any 
of their Servants, ſball travel or come into his or 
their Inn or Lodging «pon the Lord's-Day, or any 
Part thereof, upon Pain that each and every ſuch 
Offender ſball forfeit twenty Shillings for every ſuch 


Offence. And if any other Perſon travels on the 
| Lord's-day, and then ſhould be robbed, the Hun- 
dred is not to be anſwerable for it; whatever the 
Perſon loſes he is barr'd from bringing any Action 
For ſuch Robberies. No Waterman is to be em- 
ployed to travel, except as licens'd for ſome ex- 
traordinary Occaſion. No Perſon is allowed 10 
ſerve or execute, or cauſe to be ſerved or executed, 
any Writ, Proceſs, Warrant, Order, Judgment, 
or Device, except in Gaſes of Treaſon, Felony, or 
Breach of the Peace. The Impeachment of Offend- 
ers is to be within ten Days; and a third Part of 
the Forfeitures is appointed to the Proſecutor, and 
Damages are recoverable where Writs, Warrants, 
&c: are ſerved. | 
When human Laws thus concur to give Weight 
and Force to a Divine Law, it is a great Aggra | 
vation of Men's Sin and Rebellion to live in Diſ- 
obedience, and muſt ſooner or later bring upon 
them the ſorer Puniſhment. a DEL 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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GR RTE bT me ne 
Thoſe who have learn'd, of late, to 
ſpeak againſt the Worſhip of the whole 
Body of the Diſſenters, as confuſed and 
diſorderly, may, from hence, if they 
pleaſe, obſerver their Conformity to the 
Worſhip of the Primitive Chriſtians; ſo 
that, unleſs we are groſlly miſrepreſent- 
ed, Men cannot be induced to deſpiſe 
our Aſſemblies, and the Order of our 
Worſhip, but they muſt at the ſame 
time caſt Contempt on the free and 
unadorned Worthip of the firſt and belt 

Churches of CHRIST. | 
e Whatever 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

Whatever ſome Men of more Heat 
than Light, or others of more Learn- 
ing than Religion, may {ay of Us, and 
our Aſſemblies; I truſt, we fhall be found 
at laſt of that general Aſſembly and Church 
of the Firſt-boyn, which are written in 
Heaven: And tho we are excluded thoſe 
ſtately Buildings for Divine Worſhip 
which others enjoy here on Earth; yet 
we are not without hope that when we 
| ſhall appear before G O p, the Judge of 
all, we may have Manſions appointed 
us with the Spirits of juſt Men made 
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Not forſubing the aſſembling of your ſelves 
together, as the manner of ſome is — 


NE great Deſign of this Epiſtle, is 
do recommend the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, by comparing it with, and ſhew- 
ing how far it tranſcends, the Jew- 
„. An Attempr, in which the Au- 1 

— thor is ſo ſucceſsful, that whilſt he 


makes the Old T; eftament Revelation of the Mind 
and Will of Gop the | awful and . 
r 3 | that 


x 
7 
n P ³˙·¹i So V ac 1 
_ — 


6 Seaſonable Advice not to forſake the 
that ever was in the World, before our Saviour; 


he yet makes the New Teſtament Diſpenſation eve- 
ry way out- ſhine and exceed it. The one was 


given by Angels and Servants; the other by the 


Sow of Gop himſelf; who, in his divine Nature, 
is prov'd to be far above the Angels, ſince they 
are all ſaid to worſhip Him And in his human 
Nature he is deſcribed, as far exalted above his 
Fellows; becoming a greater Prophet than Mo- 
ſes, a greater Prieſt than Aaron, and a greater King 
than Melchirdech. So that from hence, the Jeu- 
7% Religion appears to have been inſtituted only 
to ſubſerve the Chriſtian: All its Sacrifices and In- 
ſtitutions being ſo contrived, as to prefigure and 
prepare Men for a more ſpiritual and heavenly State 
of Things. VVV 

No wonder therefore the Apaſtle argues ſo warm- 


ly _— Apoſtatizing to Fudaiſm z and calls upon 
_ thoſe w 


ho had embraced Chriſtianity to adhereto 
their Profeſſion, whatever Temptations or Sut- 
ferings might lie before them. Let any Man read 
the former part of this Epiſtle, with that Seriouſ- 
neſs and Attention, ſo great and well contrived a 
Performance requires, and he muſt ſtand convinc- 
ed that never was a ſurer, or better Foundation 
laid, than is there, for ſuch Admonitions as theſe: 
Let us hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith without 
Wavering. Let us confider one another to provoke un- 
zo Love, and to good Works; not forſaking the af- 
ſembling of our ſelves together. 

Now if the Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip was 
not to be deſerted on pretence of returning to the 
Jeus; much leſs ſhould any draw back to Athe- 
iſm, and Immorality. It will alſo follow from 


hence, that to forſake a more ſpiritual Service, to 
fall in with a leſs perfect and ceremonious one, is 


a very great Evil. TheRuxity of the Goſpel- 
1 „ Inſtitut ions, 


K 
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Publick Aſſemblies for Religious Worſhip. » 


Inſtitutions, every Chriſtian is, now, as much as 
ever, obliged to aſſert. And if Ceremonies of 


Gop's Appointment (as the Jewiſh were) muſt be 


renounced, one would think it ſhould not be once 
called in queſtion, whether the Inventions and 
Impoſitions of Men may be renounced or not; 
except the 3 of a Magiſtrate was proved 
equal to that of a Perſon certainly inſpired and 
ſent by Gop. Or that CHñRISTH had committed a. 
Power to the ordinary and uninſpired Governors 
of his Church, to make Canons, that ſhould be 
as neceſſary and binding, as his own Laws, or 
thoſe of his Apoſtles. 1 

But as it might not be proper, ſo I perſuade 
my {elf it is not needful I ſhould purſue this Ar- 
gument at preſent : I ſhall rather chooſe to enlarge 
a little on the following general Heads. 


I. Shew what kind of Aſſemblies theſe were, 
concerning which our Text ſpeaks. _ 
II. Conſider what Obligations Chriſtians were 
under to keep up ſuch Aſſemblies. he 
III. Enquire on what Accounts fome are faid 
to 1 theſe Aſſemblies. 
IV. Apply theſe things to our preſent Circum- 
ſtances. | 1 


I. I would briefly explain the Nature of thoſe. 
Aſſemblies, concerning which, the Apoſtle is here 
ſpeaking. And without doubt they were, 


(I.) Religious Aſſemblies. Not called together 


with any political Views, to injure or alter the 


Kingdoms of this World; much leſs to ſerve any 
of thoſe mean and baſe Purpoſes, which thoſe, 
who were ignorant of them, and Enemies to them, 
maliciouſly ſuggeſted. But to worſhip their Gop, 


to commemorate their Redeemer, to obtain and 
A 4 exerciſe 


8 FSeafonable Advice not to farſake the 


exerciſe the Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit, 
and by the moſt ſolemn Vows and Exhortations 
to engage themſelves, and one another, to every 


good Work. 


Of theſe Aſſemblies there were two ſorts, ſuch | 


as were private, of their own arbitrary Appoint- 
ment; and ſuch as were publick, ſettled by Divine 
Authority. Their private Meetings were moſt 
frequent, according to antient Writers, on Wed. 
ne 7055 and Fridays: The one being the Day on 
which Chriſt was betrayed; the other the Day 
on which he was crucified. But we are more 
generally told, that on any Day, when their com- 


mon Labour and Buſineſs was over, they would 


ſpend the Evening in Religious Exerciſes. And 
mow = - tinned daily, with one accord in the 
Temple, and breaking Bread from 
Houſe to Houſe ; as alſo of exhorting one another 
daily. However this was, their. more publick and 
{tated Aſſemblies were gathered together but once 
a Week. Theſe, a Divine Appointment had made 


it an indiſpenſable Duty to join with, in the ſe- 
veral Parts of religious Worſhip. And ſuch Con- 


{cience did the firſt Chriſtians generally make of 
appearing in theſe Aſſemblies, that nothing but 
Sickneſs, or abſolute Neceſſity, could make them 
abſent themſelves. Bs . 

Mr. Baxter, in his Paraphraſe, has made the 
Words I am upon, take in both. For thus he 
explains them. © Not forſaking the more full 


& Church-Aſſemblies, or any Chriſtian Converſe 
© and Communion, by which you may excite 
© and edify one another. Thoſe of us who arc 


us d to meet on other Days, as well as Lord's- 
Days, will be very well pleas'd, I doubt not, to 


and 


QHy DD 


the Scripture ſpeaks of ſuch as con- 
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extend the Import of this Admonition fo far, 


3 


Publick Aſſemblies for Religious Worſhip. 9 
and to apply the exhorting one another, here ſpoken 
of, to ſuch private Occaſions. But we muſt take 


care at the ſame time, chiefly to fix our Thoughts 
on What is principally here intended *, the more 


public aſſembling ourielves with the Multitude of 


them that keep Holy Day. Taking this alſo along 
with us, 1 

| (2.) That they were orderly Aſſemblies, which 
the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of, as well as religi- 
ous. Not called together by ſuch as were full of 
Pride and Self- conceit; or, in the Phraſe of the 
Author juſt mention'd, ſuch as had got a zalka- 
tive Diſeaſe : But they were Aſſemblies under the 


Direction of Perſons duly commiſſion'd, and or- 
dain d publickly to exhort and teach Men. 


The ſeveral parts of Worſhip, in which they 
ſtatedly engaged, are expreſly recorded in the 
Scripture; and from theſe we may infer their 
Order. Of theſe we have a Summary in Acłs it. 
42. They continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doc- 


trine, and in Fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread, 


and in Prayer. And St. Paul afterwards writing 
to the Church of Corinth, mentions : 


| alſo their having a P/alm,. and 1 Cor. xv 20. 


[nterpretations of the Word of 

Gor. And tho” at the ſame time there were 
ſome endowed with extraordinary Gifts; yet he 
requires that the Exerciſe of theſe ſhould nor 


break in upon the Order of their Worſhip, or 


confuſedly mierfere with one another; but ſtrict- 
ly enjoins that all things be done decently, and in 
ern, ine ie | 


— 
2 — 4 


„ 
* In Grzco eſt tricompoſitum vocabulum in1amaywytr quod Eraſmus 


- tranſtulit Aggregationem. 


In 


10 Leaſanable Advice not to forſake the 


In the Ages immediately ſucceeding that of the 
Apoſtles, we have very particular Accounts of 
their reading the Scriptures, Preaching, Praying, 
Singing, and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments in 
their publick Aſſemblies. If we would know 


what Scriptures were read, one of the fir/? Apo- 


logiſts tells us, that hey read the Writings, both of 
the Prophets and the Apoſtles. If we ask what 
Pſalms were ſung, we find ſometimes thoſe of 
David mention'd z and at other times P/alms 


compoſed for the Honour of CHRIST JESUS; of | 


which Euſebius ſpeaks in ſeveral Places of his Hi/- 
zory. If we enquire what Prayers they preſented, 
we are told, that the Lord's Prayer was commonly 
uſed by them, but not always; and that other 


Praycrs were offered up unto Gop, according to 
the Variety of Circumſtances and Conditions: 


Tertullian argues for this very largely. If we ask 
what kind of Sermons were preach'd; we may 
judge from thoſe that are extant, that they were 
generally no more than Expoſitions of the Scrip- 
tures that had been read; tho' at ſome times we 
meet allo with Exhortations to ſome particular 
Grace or Virtue, and Dehortations from particu- 
lar Vices. ; | 
And then alſo the Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments were Parts of the publick Worſhip; Bap- 
zi/m being very frequently, and the Lord's Supper 
ſtatedly celebrated in their weekly Aſſemblies. 
This is plainly intimated in the Acts of the Apo- 
/iles, and more expreſly declar'd by other Writ- 


ers; * Tuſtin Martyr ſays, that after they had read, 
. preach'd, 


— 


* I had marked ont ſeveral Paſſages in my late Courſe of Reading, which 1 
ſhould have tranſcribed, if the ſecond Part of the Enquiry into the Conſtitu- 
uon and Worlhip of the Primitive Church ad not render'd it needleſs ; 

wic 
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preach'd, and prayed, then they proceeded to the Ad- 

miniſtration of the Euchariſt. And theſe were the 

Aſſemblies, from which our Text forbids Men to 

withdraw themſelves. To enforce which Prohi- 
bition, | 


II. Let us conſider what Obligations Chriſtians 


were under to keep up ſuch Aſſemblies; and we 


| ſhall find thoſe Obligations were too great to be 


ſet aſide, if we carefully attend to ſuch things as 
mas. - 

(.) They were obliged by the oral Law to 
conſecrate a ſeventh part of their time to the 
Worſhip and Service of God. By Moral is meant 
that which is reaſonable and fit to be done, altho? 
there was no expreſs Command to enforce it; and 
which is therefore a never ceaſing Law; equally 


binding to all Perſons, throughout all Ages. In 


this Senſe the Morality of the Fourth Command- 


ment is evident. For as Reaſon tells us, if Gop 


is to be worſhiped, there muſt be a ſet time for 
it; fo alſo upon the very firſt mention of Gop's 
allowing fix Days for our own Work and Labour, 
it appears the moſt reaſonable thing in the World, 


that the Seventh ſhould be devoted to his more 


immediate Service. And tho' perhaps this had 


not been fo eaſily found out, or fo univerſally a- 


greed upon, without Revelation; yet no ſooner 
is it ſuggeſted to us, but it appears excecdingly 
fit and becoming; inſomuch that the Reaſon of 
Mankind cannot but give into it in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to make it a Law unto themſelves. Thus 
much is evident from the very Arguings of 


% 


which being lately reprinted, I preſume will be more generally loobed into; in 


' which the moſt conſiderable Paſſages of antient Worſhip, that relate to any of 


the Particulars I have mentioned, are explained and laid together, 


thoſe 
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thoſe that oppoſe the Morality of the Sabbath; 
ſince they do acknowledge it is fit to be made a 
Law by all civil Powers, whilſt they fay it has 
not the Force of a ſtanding Law of Gop. What 
is allowed to be univerſally ſuitable to the Reaſon 
of Mankind, and for their Good, is a Law of 
Gon, whether it had been written or not . 

The Reaſon, it is true, which Moſes alledges for 


the Jews oblerving a Sabbath, is not now the on- 


ly or chief Reaſon of the Chriſtians obſerving 
one. The Commemoration of the Work of our 


Redemption, has taken place of that of our Crea- 
tion: And the Deliverance which the Jews ob- 


tain'd from their Slavery in Egypt, with that Reſt 
to which they were brought in the Land of Ca- 
naan, were * 
Deliverance; and therefore it is fit that their Day 
ſhould give way to ours Namely, to that keep- 
ing of 4 Sabbath, which the Apoſtle tells the 
Hebrews remain'd unto the People of God. But al- 
tho” in the firſt Writing of the fourth Command, 
the Circumſtance of time was affixed ſo as to be- 
come alterable; yet the Subſtance of the Com- 


mand remains unalterable, and will continue in 


full Force to the end of the World. 
- CurisT the Son of Man, is faid to be Lord of 
the Sabbath; as having not only a Power to diſ- 


penſe with the ceremonial Obſervance of it, ac- 


cording to ſome Cuſtoms of the Jeus, but alſo 
to alter the time of it, provided there be till re- 


ſerved one Day in ſeven to be ſpent in publick 


and private Exerciſes of Devotion, and in the 


Service of Gon. So that as the Jews were oblig- 


—ü— Wow 
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> ed to aſſemble themſelves together on their Sab- 


28 bath, to join in the Obſeryance of the Moſaic 
hat Inſtitutions z3 Chriſtians were allo obliged to aſ- 
on ſemble themſelves in the like publick manner, on 
of the Day CHRIST had choſen for them to join in 


the Obſervance of his Ordinances and Inſtituti- 
for ons. From hence I would therefore take occaſi- 
on to add, . VVV 


Ne . ll ard If] 
ng (2.) This was further made a Duty by our Sa- 
ur viour s owning ſuch Aſſemblies with bis ſpecial Pre- 
a- ſence and Bleſſing. That very firſt Day of the 
b- Week in which CHRIST roſe from the Dead, he 
eſt Join'd himſelf to the zwo Diſciples that were walk- 
a= ing to Emmaus, expcunding to them the: Scriptures, 
nd and at laſt making himſelf known in the breaking of 
ay Bread. This was, I ſay, on the Reſurrection 
p- Day; for ſo theſe Diſciples, in their ſpeaking of 
he the condemning and ay ly CHRIST, im- 
l- mediately add, To Day is the third Day, fince theſe 
d, things were done. ant n en ods 
e- Afterward he appear d likewiſe, on this firſt 
n Day of the Week, to his Apoſt les, when they were 
in gather'd together; and bleſſeth them with that ſo 
ately bequeathed Bleſſing, Peace be unto on. He 
of now corrects their Errors, removes their Fears, 
. ſhews them his Hands and his Feet, and makes 
e himſelf known to them in ſuch a manner, as fill'd 
0 them with Joy and Wonder. 
> And in eight Days after this, when the Day of 
k the Week on which he roſe return'd again, he 
e came, and flood in the midſt of the Diſciples: as be- 
* fore, and repeated his former Bleſſing. He now 


alſo in a particular manner indulges the Weakneſs 

| of Thomas, who till this time remain'd an Unbe- 
n | liever, allowing him to put his Finger into the 
* Print "Gage Nails, and to thruſt his Hand into his 
] Side; but withal, reproving him for his want of 
„ Faith, 
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Faith, and pronouncing thoſe bleed, that ſhould 
prove more ready Believers. = | 


From hence the Apoſtles might judge they had 


ſufficient Encouragement ; tho beſides this, I be- 
lieve they had ſpecial Commandment and Direc- 
tion, for the future, to aſſemble on this Day. 


And when they afterwards acted and ſpoke under 
the extraordinary Inſpiration of the holy Spirit, 


it became a ſettled Point with them, to meet to- 
gether for the Performance of all Parts of the 
Chriſtian Worſhip, on the Day of 
Ads xx. 7. CHRIS T's Reſurrection. Von the 


Firſt Day of the Week, when the 


Diſciples came together to break Bread, Paul preach- 
ed unto them. And hence in the 1 Revel. 10. this 


is call'd the Loxp's-Day : A Name, that I won- 


der Chriſtians don't much rather chooſe to make 
uſe of, than either the heatheniſn Name of Sun- 
day, or the Jewiſh of Sabbath; eſpecially ſince 
our own Laws and Acts of Parliament have alſo 
given it that Name. 

3.) The keeping up of ſtated Aſſemblies for 
Religious Worſhip was neceſſary to maintain the 
Chriſtian Faith, and to promote Chriſtian Piety and 
Love. If there had been no ſuch publick Aſſem- 
blies, there had been no proper Way of convey- 
ing the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith from one 


Generation to another; or however, no ſufficient 


Security that they were Roe pure and entire. 
The Scriptures would have been little regarded, 


and no doubt greatly corrupted, if they had lain 


only in private Hands. But when theſe ſacred 
Records were committed to Societies and Bodies 
of Men in the ſeveral Quarters of the World; 
when they were weekly read, and explain'd ; and 
when by publick and ſolemn Actions the moſt 
| | important 
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important and conſiderable things were viſibly re- 
preſented 3 here was enough both to maintain, 
and propagate this Faith in the World. 
Again, if there had been no Aſſemblies for 
Chriſtians to meet together, as we have deſcrib- 
ed, they had wanted many uſeful Inſtructions in 
Matters of practical Religion; they had wanted 


alſo thoſe warm Exhortations and frequent Re- 


membrancers, that were needful to excite and 
quicken them in the way of their Duty, and to 
encourage their Perſeverance. 

It is alſo exceedingly apparent, that Love and 
Charity muſt die away, if it was not reinforced 
by ſuch Aſſociations as theſe. The publick Or- 


dinances and Inſtitutions of the Goſpel are ſuch 


as conſtrain Men to Love one another. Gop and 


 Carisr's forgiving and manifeſting ſuch amazing 


Grace and Love to poor Sinners; and the Spirit 
of Love breathing upon and filling theſe Aſſem- 
blies, muſt certainly overcome all their little Diſ- 


taſtes and Differences among themſelves. The u- 


niting Principles, Motives, and Proſpects, which 


the Goſpel lays before Men, could not be attend- 
ed to in their worſhiping together as hey ought 
d C 


to be, without a great deal of Love and Charity. 


But upon Mens forſaking the publick Aſſemblies, 
they ſoon grow eſtranged; and ſoon after that 


prejudiced againſt one another : More ready to 
offend, but more hard to forgive; and ſo they 
become continual Exerciſes and Enemies to each 


other. bf 


All theſe things the Apoſtle plainly leads us to 


argue from in the Context. In the two Verſes 


preceding that I am upon, he requires the believ- 
ing Hebrews to hold faſt the Profeſſion of their 
Faith, and then to provoke one another to Love 
and to good Works; upon which he immediately 
2 ſubjoins, 
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ſubjoins, not for ſaking the aſſembling of your ſelves 
together; which plainly — that in this way 
they might promiſe themſelves Eſtabliſhment in 
the Faith, and Improvement in Love and good 
Works; but if they deſerted theſe Aſſemblies, 
that it would be quite otherwiſe. 8 
Thus in fact it has always been. Thoſe who 
have moſt conſcientiouſly adher'd to the publick 
Worſhip and Ordinances of the Goſpel, have been 
moſt eminent for their Faith, Piety and Love; 
whilſt thoſe, who have-turn'd away from the ſo- 


lemn Aſſemblies, have fallen into all manner of | 


Errors, Vices, and Miſchiefs. * 
The obſerving or diſregarding the fourth Com- 


mandmerit has a mighty Influence as to all the 


reſt; and on this account may very well have a 
REMENMRER ſet before it; which no other Com- 
mandment has to introduce it. But now to pre- 
vent our breaking thro? all theſe Obligations, as 
ſome ſpoken of in our Text did, I ſhall for your 


III. Enquire on what accounts Men might then 


be led to forſake the publick Aſſemblies. And as 
far as the fame Evils may at any time endanger 
our ſtanding, they ought to be carefully avoided 
and watch'd againſt. | 
1. There ſeems to have been, amongſt ſome of 
theſe firſt Chriſtians, a prevailing Sloth and Secu- 
rity, thro' a Diſregard to the Promiſes and Threat- 
nings of the Goſpel, The Lay of CHRIST's com- 
ing to deſtroy thoſe that diſobeyed and deſpis'd 
him, and to reward thoſe that faithfull —__ 


ed and ſerved him, was not enough thought on, 
or believed, to give Weight and Efficacy to his 
Ordinances and Inſtitutions. Thus much is plain- 
ly intimated by the Apoſtles calling upon them — 

ir 


ip- 
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ſtir up themſelves, and conſider the Signs and E- 
vidences they had of ſuch a Day approaching. The 
View of which could not but proyoke them to 
ſhake off a lazy Indifference, and baſe Sluggiſh - 
neſs of Temper, and excite an Emulation of ex- 
ceeding one another, in Love and good Works. 

A Delcription of that Servant, who ſays in his 
unbelieving Heart, the Lord delays his Coming, 
you may read in the xxiv. Mazth. latter End. He 1 
is one* that falls into all manner of Diſorders, both 
in the Conduct of himſelf, and the Uſage of his 
WW Fellow-Scryants.:; . 

When Men loſe a ſerious Apprehenſion of the 
Certainty, Awfulneſs and Nearnels of a future 
Judgment, it is not to be expected, that either 
MH their Hopes or their Fears of any thing elſe, ſhould 
8 be powerful enough to keep up a juſt and laſting 

Attention to the Exerciſes of Religion. A 
ö ( 2.) Some might prove Deſerters thro” /piritua 
Pride, thinking themſelves fo much better than 
others, that they were above the common and 
ordinary Ways of Worſhip. Calvin charges the 
Separation from the Aſſemblies here ſpoken of, to 
, ſuch a Conceit as this *, without ſo much as men- 

. tioning any other Occaſion of it. From hence 
J arguing, that we have no Reaſon to be diſturbed 
or perplexed about it, if Men ſhould act thus in 
K our Days, when even the Apoſtolical Age was 
5 not free from ſuch unruly Perſons T. Some 1 
| know there are, who pretend to take ſhelter un- 


YI i. 2 


* Hinc apparet, pri mam ſchiſmatum omnium originem hanc fuiſſe, qudd 
ſuperbi homines cum aliorum contemptu ſibi plus juſto placuerint. Comment. 
15 Tom. . Amſt. p. 566. 5 5 
5 Þ Sed quum mo a ſeculo Apoſtolorum fuiſſe perfidos Homines 


8 qui ab Eccleſia diſcederent: minus percelli nos ac turbari convenit ſimili- 
1 bus Defectionum exemplis que hodie cernere licet. Ibid, 
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der this venerable Name, in all their Pretences to 
a greater Spirituality than others; and for their 
fakes I therefore thought it moſt proper to inſiſt 
on his Judgment and Cenſure. „ 


We find this Sin of ſpiritual Pride frequently 


caution'd againft in Scripture, as a moſt danger- 
= ous and deſtructive Evil. St. Pau! 
tells his Corinthians, that if any Man 
think he knoweth any thing, i. e. ſo 
as to be proud and conceited of it, he knoweth no- 
thing as be ought to know. And the Apoſtle James 

requires that Men ſhould be ſwift 
Jam, i. 19, &. 70 hear, flow to ſpeak ; that they 
| ſhould receive the Word with Meck- 
zeſs, and that they ſhould always act 
as thoſe that conſider z God re/ifteth 


Tam, iv. 6. 


the Proud, but giveth Grace to the 


Humble. We have two Inſtances of this mighty 
OILERS Pretence to Spirituality, which it 
is foretold would lead ſome Men 
962 12 from the Faith. And there is no- 
thing which more plainly rends to the breaking 
in upon all the Order and Comfort of our religi- 
ous Aſſemblies, or the breaking off from them, 
than this Temper of Mind. But there is another 
kind of Pride, which ſome Men are more in dan- 
ger of being led by, than this; to which, very 

likely, the Delinquency of ſuch as are pointed 
at in our Text, may in a great meaſure be charg- 
ed. For, 905 GD * 
3. Worldly Pride, as well as Spiritual, might 
lead Men to forſake the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. This, 
Eſtius thinks moſt fit to be inſiſted on: That 
ſome Perſons of moroſe and diſdainful Tempers, 
who were a little better provided for in the World 
than others, thought it a Diſgrace to them to wy 
pear with a Company of mean and poor People, 


I Tim. iv. Jo 
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as the Chriſtians generally then were K. And he 
refers us to James ii. V. 2, 3. as an undoubted 


Proof of the Prevalency of this Evil amongſt the 
firſt Chriſtians. 3 | 


Too great a Diſtinction was made betwixt the 
Rich and Poor; and thoſe who thought them- 
ſelves not enough diſtinguiſh'd, withdrew from 


them. Some might begin to think there was not 


outward Pomp and Grandeur enough in the plain 
Inſtitutions and Worſhip. of the Goſpel, and fo 
deſert Chriſtianity itſelf. Others might poſſibly 


think it their Duty to maintain their Profeſſion, 


but yet grew ſhy of appearing with the common 
ſort of Ghriftian in ſo 8 And indeed ſo ma- 
ny are the Inconyeniencies, or pretended Indecen- 

cies, that a worldly Pride will find out; ſo man 

Contentions about Preheminence, and ſo mucl 
cenſuring and deſpiſing others; and withal ſo 
much Impatience of every thing that is thought 
diſagreeable; it is not to be expected ſuch Perſons 


| ſhould keep to, or be pleaſed with any Aſſem- 


blies long; and leaſt of all with thoſe that are 
made up of the Poor, and deſpis'd. 


4. It is probable that ſome forſook the Aſem- 
blies, thro Fear of Trouble and Perſetution And 


as this whole Epiſtle was written to eſtabliſh the 
lieving Hebrews in the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
and to arm them againſt all 'Trials and Sufferings 


they might be call'd to go thro'; So the Paſſage 
I am now conſidering, may particularly refer to 
the approaching of ſuch Evils and Calamities: In 
the Apprehenſion of which, inſtead of cowardly 
and diſtruſtfully withdrawing from the Places of 


Fr _ — — 


x ” 


vel potius ad homines moroſos & faſtuoſos, ræſertim Divi- 


tes, qui cum fratribus humilioris conditionis, ut erant inter Chriftianos mul- 


di, congregeri dedignabantur, &c. 


Bo publick 
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publick Worſhip; they ſhould have been engag- 


ed to frequent them the more, for the mutual En- 


couragement and Eſtabliſnmenn of each other. 


Chryſoſtom connecting the Words of our Text 
with thoſe in the 224 Verſe, | Let us draw near 
awith a true Heart, ] cries out *, Wo to the fearful 
Heart, and to the Hands that grow feeble and re- 


miſs. Thoſe who on this Account forſake the aſ- 
ſembling of themſelves together, plainly prove 


that they are ſuch as have no Root 


latth. xiii. 21. in themſelves, and therefore when Tri- 


Bulation or Perſecution ariſeth, be- 
cauſe of the Mord, they are offended. Thus our 


Saviour himſelf foretold it would be, and thus in 


all Ages it has been. % 24466 
Loet us take care that none of theſe things move 
#5 3 but the more we ſee and hear of their pre- 
vailing upon others, the more let us watch and 
pray againſt them; and if by this means we hold 
faſt our Integrity till we die, happy are we. But 
I ſhall reſerve the farther urging of this for the 
cloſe of this Diſcourſe ; to which I ſhall now 
DU ˙ t re os 


IV. By applying what has been ſaid to our own 
Conduct and Behaviour. 


1. We ſhould be engaged yot 10 abſent ourſelves 


from the publick Aſſemblies on any of the fiated 
and ſet times, in which they are gather'd toge- 
ther. To come only now and then, as ſome ex- 
traordinary Occaſion invites, or obliges Men; or 
to join in the publick Worſnip one part of the 
Day, whilſt the other is neglected, is to be guilty 
| LCN; 11 ; pi E 1 2 U ln 1B 1 . H 
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opa very criminal, tho' not a total forſaking of 
the aſſembling ourſelves together. Some thro” 

Idleneſs in the Morning loſe the firft part of the 
.Lord's-Dary ; others by Entertainments or Com- 
: pany in the Afternoons, loſe. the latter part of it. 
] And many thro' Profaneneſs, and an utter Con- 
tempt of the Goſpel-Ordinances, loſe the whole 


- of it, ſpending the Day in journeying or viſitin 
* in Buſineſ e — — le think = 
t a ſufficient Reaſon to vindicate the frequent ab- 
ſenting themſelves from the Church, that they 
5 are not well enough to go thither; tho' they can 
r go much'farther, and thro' more Inconveniencies, 
1 to follow their Buſineſs or their Pleaſures in the 
World. Sometimes the Badneſs of the Weather 
e zs a Pretence for ſtaying at home; which at one 
4 Seaſon of the Year'is too hot, at another too 
d WM. cold, and frequently wet and ſtormy; and a Mul- 
d titude of little trifling Excuſes People frame: to 
It themſelves, which, as they are hearken'd to, grow 
0 more and more powerful, till the Heart is quite 
7 eſtranged to the publick Worthip, and to all So- 


cieties of Chriſtians, and ſo at laſt they are quite 
F abandoned and forlaken. Some N to ſpend 
n F their time in the Fields, in converſing with Brutos 

and inanimate Creatures there, inſtead of converſ- 


es ing with Gop, and with the Worſhipers of him: 
4 Others chooſe to ſpend their time with Compa- 
e. nions worſe than Brurtes, in the vileſt Converſati- 
* ons, and the vileſt of Actions. 

or But I ſpeak not this to accuſe you; it is only 
he deſigned to warn you of ſuch Evils as theſe; that 
ty as they do not, ſo they may not prevail upon you. 


The Obligations to keep up Chriſtian Aſſemblies, 
and to frequent them, are as great as ever; and 
E I hope you are ſenſible, that you ſtand. as much in 
nced of theſe Helps and Advantages as others 

| ——_— have 


j 
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"have done. Yea many of you, by a voluntary 
Subſcription, have engaged your ſelves to be very 
diligent in attending the publick Worſhip, and very 
careful in obſerving the Lord's-day ſo that a Con- 
ſtancy and Care, which ſhall render you exempla- 
7y, may juſtly be expected from you, in this Par- 
ticular. Let not the Enmity which the preſent 
Age diſcovers to all regular Piety and Religion, 
be a Diſcouragement to you, but rather an Ex- 
citement to greater Stedfaſtneſs and Zeal in your 
frequenting the Houſe of G). 
And ſince there are ſome other Occaſions of 
meeting together for religious Worſhip, beſides 
thoſe which are fix d and determin'd by the Com- 


mand of Gop; ſuch, I mean, as the Practice of 
good People, and the Cuſtom of all the Churches 


of Gop, as well as the Reaſon of the Thing; 
themſelves, have made requiſite to be oblerved; 
J would take this „ to beſpeak your 
ſerious Regard to theſe; namely, Days of publick 


Faſting and Humiliation, Days of Thankſ#iving | 
alſo, and Commemoration of extraordinary Mer- 


cies and Deliverances, together with our Prepara- 
tion Days for ſacramental Solemnities. I'with that 
none would forſake or make light of theſe Op- 
8 of joining with the publick Aſſem- 
7 bopeaotieR ents 14 | 
+ ee 2 has — ſaid, we ſhould be en- 
gag d not to abſent ourſelves from any part of the 
Chriſtian Worſhip. As we ſhould not neglect 
any appointed Time of appearing before Gon, ſo 
we ſhould not neglect any appointed Duty in his 
Service. Lou have heard that the Aſſemblies, 


the, Apoſtle here requires Men not to forſake, were 


orderly Aſſemblies, and ſuch ſhould ours be : Such, 
I may venture to fay, according to the foregoing 
F i TT 2 5 7 NI 
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« We firſt addreſs Almighty Gop for his Grace 

te and Aſſiſtance; then we read his Word; and 
ce after that follows Prayer, Preaching, Singing, 
cc and the frequent Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 


c ments.” All which muſt be attended to, if 


we would have our Worſhip compleat. We ſhould 


always endeavour to be preſent at the firſt begin- 


ning, and to bear a part to the Concluſion of the 


publick Solemnities. | 
When the fr/# Petitions are offer d up to Gon 
for his Grace and Aſſiſtance, at our Entrance up- 


on Divine Service, we ſhould be there ready to 


join in with them. This has been thought ſo ne- 


ceſſary a part of Worſhip, that you ſee many Per- 


ſons, eſpecially thoſe who have been inſtructed in 
the Way of the Church of England, let them 
came never fo late into a publick Aſſembly, firſt 
put up a ſecret and mental Prayer to Gon, to be 
with them, before they join with the Congrega- 
tion: And tho' I cannot but think they act upon 
a Miſtake, to imagine, that falling upon their 
Knees, or covering their Faces for a little time, 
whilſt they offer up a ſhort Prayer to Gon, in 


the middle of the publick Worthip, will ſerve 


inftead of doing this before, and at the beginning 
of the Service: And tho? it ſeems alſo very un- 
ſuitable to that Decency and Uniformity which 
is pretended, for one to be praying whilſt others 
are ſinging, or reading, or otherwiſe employed; 
yet thus much I think may fairly be argued trom 
this Cuftom, that we ought to look up to Gon 
for his Spirit and Bleſſing, upon the Services be- 
fore us, in order to our engaging in them: And 
therefore Perſons ought to be preſent at that time, 
when the firſt Prayer is offer d to this Effect. 

Again, the reading of the Scriptures ſhould be 
conti attended to; for this, no doubt, is a 
8 27 Wk Sas 
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part of the publick Worſhip, however neglected 
„ p amongſt us. 
Ae xn. 7. The Law andthe Prophets were read 


in the Jewiſh Synagogues every 9 Ard 


our Saviour himſelf firſt ſtood up to Nad, as the 
\-.' manner of the Jews was, and then 
Luke iy 16, . proceeded afterwards' to preach to 


them. This was undoubtediy the Cuſtom of the jr /? 
Chriſtians, and has generally been kept up to this 
Day. The Church eſtabliſned, beſides their two 
Leſſons, have a Number of Palms, and their Por- 
tions of Scripture, which are call'd the Epiſtles 
and Goſpels, that dre read in their Aſſemblies eve 
LogD S DA: And Lam ſufe we have nd reaſon 
to diſſent from them in the Uſe of the Bible, tho 
we may refuſe the Uſe of another Book, which is 
ſet upon a Level with this. It is true you may 


read your Bibles at home; Thanks be to Gop we 


can do fo, and I wiih all Men did fo: But may 
you not alſo read many excellent Sermons that 
have been pabliſh'd for this end? And at this rate 
of talking, may nat every part of publick Wor- 
ſhip be neglected? Becauſe the Word of Gop is 
written for r Inſtruction, muſt it not there- 
fore be read an 
and Benefit? Have you the ſame Influences of the 
bleſſed Spirit to depend upon in private that you 


have in publick Duties? Or do we find the E- 


fects equally powerful, and conſiderable? Or may 
we not yet ſay, that Gop loves the Gates of Zion 
more than all the Dwellings of Jacob? It is a Pro- 
miſe made to the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, that here. 
ever they are gathered together in a Redeemer's 
Name, be will be, in a more peculiar manner, in 
the midſt of them, and will bleſs them. 
Again, when the Aﬀembly engages in longer 
and wore continued Prayer to Gop, than at firſt; 


. 
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we ſhould:take care not only to worſhip with our 


Bodies, but to: ſee that oùr Hearts do not forſake 


the Place and Work, in which we ſeem to be 
preſent: And certainly Whatever may ſerve to en- 
gage our Reverence and Attention, is here to be 
pleaded for. The very Poſtures of our Bodies, 


Hneoling or Standing, ſhould not be neglected by 
us; nor fſhonld we forſake a Cuſtom, which all 
pious and ſerious Perſons, by their own Practice, 


have recommended to us. It is a ſhame to ſee 
Perſons /itting in our Religious Aſſemblies at the 
time of Prayer, excepting very great Weakneſs 
and Infirmity requires it: And it is yet a greater 
Indecency to ſee Men bowing. to one another, and 
paſſing unſeaſonable Compliments at a time when 
every Eye ſhould be lift up to Gop, and every 
Thought fix'd upon him. The Primitive Chri- 


ſtians are repreſented as looking up with greatef}: 


Intenſeneſs toward Heaven all the time of their 


Prayers, or elſe as cloſing their Eyes, that they mighr. 


not be diverted by any external Objects. 
But whatever Care we have, not to forſake any 
pious and commendable Cuſtoms, as to our out- 
ward Behaviour, it is certain we ought eſpecially 
to watch our Hearts and Spirits, that they do not 


withdraw from 8 Branch of Prayer. An in- 


ward Awe of the vine Majeſty ſhould: accom- 
pany our Invocations; great Humility and Con- 
trition, our Confeſſions; a prevailing Faith and 


Earneſtneſs, our Petitions, more eſpecially when 


we pray for ſpiritual Mercies. In our Thankſ- 


givings the tendereſt Senſe of 'Gratirude'thould 
poſſeſs our Souls: And the very. Conclufion of 


Prayer ſhould be pronounced with Compofedneſs 
and Deliberation; not with a hurrying or cuſ- 
tomary Inconſiderateneſs, but ſo as that we may 
be able to add an Underſtanding, and ſerious A- 


men. Further 
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Further: In our hearing Sermons, we ſhould take 
care that our Minds be not abſent thro' Sloth or 
Diſtractions. For my own part, T had rather at 
any time ſee a Perſon go out, of an Aſſembl 2 „than 
ſer himſelf to ſleep in We Let him rather to 

his bodily Friebe, than f ft there to; loſe 
ow ght, and fo 9115 courag e a mn n about him. 
450 as to thoſe whoſe 


Pleaſures and Triff Gy; what is thi s but to forſake 
the Aſſemblies, whilſt 


and Concern to repare 8 ermons, I am ſure there 


ougght to be a ſerious and ſuitable Attention to 


them. But I have no Reaſon to reproach this Aſ- 


ſembly with the want of this: It is with Pleaſure 


that 1 have heard Strangers take Notice of the 
ſerious Attention, and the decent Appearance of 
our ſtated Audience. And I with the ſame might 


always be obſerv'd of thoſe who come occaſion- 


ally among us. 


But to Kee, the ſinging of Pſalms i is a Branch 
| £ he ſnging be neglected b 5 5 
All ho are = Meh of bearing a ſhould lif 


of Worſhip 


up their Voices with the Aſſembly, and not m_ 
tent themſelves to fit filent, and as Hearers only 
in this Exerciſe. It was not intended meer. 
engage Maſters of Muſick, but for every Chr 
ſtian to make Melody in his Heart to the Lonv. 
And asin this Place of Worſhip it is thought moſt 
proper (undoubtedly it is moſt antient) to ſing 
without reading the Pſalm audibly, Line by Liue; 
ſo none who are acquainted with 'our Cuſtom, 
ſhould ſatisfy themſelves ſtatedly to attend with- 


out providing Books, e e may be * 
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There is one thing more, which it may be pro- 
per diſtinctly to mention to you, and that is, not 
70 forſake the Aſſembly till the Benediction be pro- 

nounced, with which our ſtated Worſhip is ſhut 
up. Some; there are, who neither come at firſt 
to beg Gon's Bleſſing on them, nor ſtay at laſt 
to receive it; but rudely make their Advances in 
the middle of Divine Service, and as rudely ruſh 
away before the end of it; as if pronouncing the 
Bleſſing was only a Form of Words for diſmiſſing 
an Aſſembly, and not a part of their Worſhip. 
| Whereas a true Spirit of Devotion would teach 
Men, timely to make} their Approaches to Gon, 
and patiently to wait till they had receiv'd the 
Bleſſing from him. That Apoſtolical Benedi&i- 
on, Which is commonly uſed among us, | The 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of God 
the Father, and the Communion and Fellowſhip of 
the Holy Ghoſt be with you] if ſeriouſly confider'd 
and underſtood, is certainly what every Perſon, 
would defire to carry away with him. 
Finally, As to the Adminiſtration of. the Sacra- 
ments, I wiſh that Baptiſm was more frequently 
made a part of publick Worſhip, than at preſent 
it is: However, ſometimes we have it adminiſtred 
in our Aflembly;_ and I hope Perſons will more 
and more be convinced of the Reaſonableneſs and 
C W 
I heartily wiſh alſo that thoſe who think it 
their Dury to attend all the other Parts of Wor- 
ſhip, might become ſenſible of the Evil, of turn- 
ing away from the Lord g- Supper. I would be far 
from encouraging a raſh and unprepar'd * h 
to a lacramental Table; but I am verily perſuaded, 
that this Ordinance has been ſet at too great a 
Diſtance from the other Inſtitutions of the Goſ- 
pel. And by this Means ſome have been tempted 
oy 5 wn to 
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to neglect it, till they have grown into a Con- 
tempt of it, or a Hyinour of difputing againſt it; 
and others, till they have been quite oyerpower'd 


with Fears and Terrors about it. The Apoſtle 


fays, Let a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat, 
&c. And if this be ſeriouſly done according to 
the Word of Go, and thoſe excellent Helps, 


which none that are inclined to uſe them need to 


want, there can be no juſt Reaſon for Perſons ab- 
ſenting themſelves from the Aſſemblies of Com- 
municants, any more than from that of common 


Worſhipers. And I muſt add, the forſaking of 
theſe is in a great meaſure forſaking the Chriſtian 


Aſſemblies, as peculiarly call'd ſuch: And that 
we cannot be ſaid compleatly to join with them, 
till we frequent this Ordinance, which muſt be 
done as oft as we have Opportunity, upon a Re- 
turn of the ſtated times for its Celebration. 

; Thefe Things I beg you would keep in mind, 
as a ſhort Directory, to the behaving your ſelves 
right in the aſſembling your ſelves together. 
3. Let what has been faid engage you to watch 
againſt every thing, that might occaſion your forſak- 
ing the publick Worſhip. Beware of an Acediouſ- 
neſs, and ſlothful Stupidity of Temper: Let the 
realizing Views of future and inviſible things, 
keep you always wakeſul and attentive. Beware 
of every Degree of /piritual Pride; that is, of 
thinking that. you either excel in Grace or Senſe, 
fo as to deſpiſe others, or to think yourſelves qua- 
lified to alter and over-rule the publick Worſhip. 
Beware alſo of worldly Pride, that would at any 
time raiſe Contentions and Uneaſineſſes about 
your outward Accommodations, or civil Reſpect 


in the Place of Worſhip. And withal beware of 
a timorous and cowardly Spirit, that would make 


or 


you ſhrink from your Duty, and either aſham' d 
2 | 
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or afraid of that Worſhip, in which you acknow- + 
ledge; you have ta a great deal of the Preſence 
of Gon. Let not the Fear of Man, and of fome , 
ae dong or Sufferings in the World, pre- 5 
* a FE, your Fear of Goo. 
Here let me alſo caution you againſt that Com- 


paxy.and, onverſation, that would diſcourage you 


in your ſtated Worſhip. „Some there are who 
haye made ſuch a Proficiency in nen and Pro- 


faneneſs, that they take a Pride in ſpeaking con- 


temptibly of all religious Aſſemblies : Theſe I know 
are an Abomination to you, and need. nothing 
more to render them ſuch, than their own man- 
ner of Converſation and Behaviour. Others there 
are who have learn'd to condemn all Aſſemblies 
but their own and every way of Worſhip, but 
that of a particular Party. There are Perſons of 
this make, of all Denominations among us, whoſe 
Tempers may poſſibly give you ſome Trouble 
and Concern, but whoſe Reaſonings are never 
like to afford any Light or on. Theſe 
alſo I would chooſe to avoid. 

The Singularity which is affected on the one 
hand, and the Uniformity which is cried. up on 
the other, are both Enemies to the /criptural and 
moſt profitable way of Worſhip. And I ſee no 
Bounds that. can be {et to either, when they are 
carried to ſuch. a Degree, as the Seem on 
both ſides, in their Zeal againſt one ther, den- 


tend for. 


| bY 

I. have ſometimes thought {a Caſe of che o- 
derate Diſſinters very hard, in having ſuch Oppo- 

ſers both ways to deal with. That whilſt they 
are caſt out by thoſe who carry the Particulars 01 
Decency and Order too far, oh are aſſauted by 
Abe who, are for throwing. off eyery thing of 
that Kind. For my own Falte ſee no Rea/any I 
I” = am 
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am ſure (whatever Men may pretend) there is no 
Religion in running to Extreams either way. 
Thoſe are the ws © eres thoſe the Happy So- 
cieties that avoid both theſe; and among ſuch I 
would always deſire to be found. © —  . _ 
\ Theſe Differences, however, are not ſuch as will 
Juſtify Men's withdrawing from all our religious 
 Afemblics, as the manner of ſome is: They ſhould 
hereby the rather be provok'd to enquire ſeriouſ- 
ly which are moſt agreeable to the Word of Gop, 
and in which they may expect the moſt of his 
Preſence, and according to the beſt Information 
and Light they can get, ſhould ſtatedly join with 
one or other of them. © ; | 
To forſake All, is certainly to forſake a moſt 
plain and neceſſary Duty, as we have already proy'd. 
And it is to forſakeour own greateft Mercy, both 
with reſpect to Time and Eternity. Such is the 
real Pleaſure and Satisfaction of Attendance in 
Gop's Houſe at preſent, that David could fay, A 
Day in thy Courts is better than a thouſand. And 
when he is ſpeaking of all his Wiſhes as ſumm'd 
„ up in one, it is this: One thing have 
Plal. xvii. 4 J defired of the Lord, that will I ſeek 
after, that I may dwell in the Houſe 
of the Lord all the Days of my Life, to behold the 
Beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his Temple. 
So that to forſake this, is to forſake the moſt 
valuable and defirable Bleſſing in the whole 
World. 1 | 
Again: It is to forſake your chief Support in 
a Time of Danger and Trouble. There is no- 
thing in the Univerſe a Man can look to with 
Hope or Comfort, in a 'Time of 23 Cala- 
mities, if he is a Stranger to the Worſhip of 
Gop. But if we can fay with the P/alm;ft in 
the Place juſt quoted, that to dwell in the — 
2 — 
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Gop, to contemplate his Perfections, and en- 
quire after our own Duty, is the prevailing De- 
are of our Souls, we may then add as he does 
there, in the Time of Trouble he ſball hide me in 
his Pavilion; in the Secret of his Tabernacle ſhall © 


| he hide me. 


Further, to forſake the worſhiping Aſſemblies, 
is to forſake that Company we ſhall hereafter 
with to be gathered with. Let me die the Death 
of the Righteous, and let my latter End be like his, 
is the dying Language of ſome of the worſt of 
Men. Bur alas! whilſt Men forſake thoſe Means 
that are neceſſary to prepare for ſuch a Death, 
and for a bliſsful Eternity conſequent thereupon, 
what Folly and Diſtraction is it to promiſe them- 
ſelves this Happineſs. To forſake the aſſembling 
of yourſelves together, is, in all theſe reſpects, to 
forſake your own greateſt Mercy. _ | 

Yea, what is more, it is to draw down Judg- 


ments on yourſelves, and to aggravate your final 
Condemnation and Miſery. Temporal Judgments 
do often follow upon this Ys Sa from Gop; 


eſpecially when deſpiling his Worſhip, his Sab- 
baths, and ſolemn Aſſemblies, becomes a national 
Sin, we have Abundance of Reaſon to fear na- 
tional Calamities. The Writings of the Prophets 
are full of Threatnings of this kind; and as this 


is one of the crying Sins of the preſent Age, we 
may well tremble for fear of God, and be afraid of 
bis Judgments. Indeed we commonly ſec, that 


whilſt Men forſake the Aſſemblies of them that 
worſhip Gop, they fall in with thoſe that diſ- 
honour him, and many times are carried on to the 
moſt notorious Wickedneſs, and at laſt brought 
to a Priſon and an ignominious Death. 


But however it may fare with Men as to their 
preſent Circumſtances, we are aſſured that ſuch 
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as fin thus wilfully, in departing from Gop and 
his Aſſemblies, after they have received the Knows 
ledge of the Truth, have a certain fearful looking 
for of future Fudgment, and of, fiery 1udignation, 


which ſhall devour the Adverſaͤries. Thus ſome 


of our beſt Expoſitors have interpreted the Words 
following our Text ; And undoubredly very dread- 
ful muſt be the Miſery and Condemnation of 
thoſe, who after they have received the Commu- 
nion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, turn their 
Backs upon all that is ſacred; and by Infidelity, 


or ill Lives, trample under Foot the Son of God, 
and the Blood of the Covenant. Thus for Men to 


forſake the ſolemn Aſſemblies, is to bring upon 
themſelves, ſooner or later, the ſoreſt Puniſhment 
and Condemmanian, a. 
And fince he that once begins to deſert does 
not know where he ſhall ep, we ſhould from 


theſe Conſiderations be excited to the greateſt 
Watchfulneſs and Care over ourſelves. 


To cloſe all; let our ſacred Time, for the fu- 
ture, be always eſteem'd the moſt precious and 
valuable; and the Tabernacles of Gop, the moſt 


amiable, and delightful Places to us. 


From theſe we may promiſe our ſelves the 


: greateſt Happineſs and Comfort, if our outward 


Peace and Tranquillity ſhould be continued to us: 
And if Calamitiesſhould overtake us, yet {till it will 


be our Intereſt 20 fly to the Horns of the Altar, 
and to take Refuge in the Sanctuary. And if 


Chriſt himſelf ſhould come, or ſummon us to ap- 
pear before him by Death; Bleſſed is that Servant 
whom his Lord, when he comes, ſhall find ſo doing : 
That is, not for/aking the ſolemn Aſſemblies, as the 
manner of ſome is, but doubling our Diligence in 
attending upon theſe, the nearer we uch a Day 
approaching. 4 CONDON 


